Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online, 

Ithas survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book isin the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original yolume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher toa library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 


Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible, Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians, Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 


We also ask that you: 


+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 





+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able ta help. 


+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 


+ Keep it Jegal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book isin the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed, Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world, Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google's mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences, You can search through the full text of this book on the web 
afhttp://books. google.com 














600007749X 
34. 


<7): 





KINGDOM SERMONS; 


SERMONS 


THE ACCIDENTS; 


I. OF THE SUBJECT, 
II. OF THE RELATIONS, 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN CHRIST. 





BY JOHN PRING, B.A, 


LATE CUNATE OF BITTON, ETC. 


“And as ye go, preach, saying, The Kingdom of Heaven ia at hand.” 
mare. x7. 


LONDON: 
BALDWIN AND CRADOCK, PATERNOSTER ROW. 


1834 


age 











TO CORRECT 


Page 1 in afer eet hu” | Page 186,110 cain, The 


ead *;"the 
15,126, offer “in society 5" for | — 186, l, for “(John xv. 8). 








() read () 1 ‘The ® reid “5 the”. 
1116 for chenreth™ read | — 

Scleanseth™, ; 
27, 114, after “consist” read | 

vie 188, 1.4, for “correct read 
—ai, 1. 36, wal to a” | cad 

















reod “ spiritual (9 the". 10 TS for stare read 
SSL fo therefore” reed return’ 
hereuon "- | 191,188, for “motive read 
3.1.80, for “Eve read notice": 
we". | 198, 138, for « 
34,126, after whether there” | ee" 
read “ever” | — 226181 for “came read “Su- 





| 240,15 fr, allcion” reat 

| PBL Sor feeling to" read 

280, 1 12 for viz,” read nein 
ther 








ET bre A een” 

















f 
ead “iL! | 8981 Sh Jor his” rea 

88, 1. 8, for 1G, however, the | *, 
fect read H 1k 18, for have” read 

If ehe eror ofthe wicked”. | «they having 

nt, Tap for had” peed | — 973, 185, for rection * read 
bare” | diester 

— 188,19, for “auch was the ore | — 4181.7 ofr * the earth” rend 
‘aloed'“conceromeat” read Q 
‘auch wan the order concert- | — 481, 1.1 after in tema” read 
cos ot) and eth 








wi PREFACE. 


‘Therefore in speaking of his motives, the author would 
rather say what they should be, than what they arc; as 
what should be is always creditable, but not what is: and 
whether it be so or not, the less we say generally of what 
is, in reference to ourselves perhaps, the better, e. g- 

1, When man in the author's place is pressed for ut- 
terance or in the language of Elibu, “ full of matter,” con- 
cerning the kingdom, his first motive to publish it should 
not be, because he is “full of matter,” a very common 
motive to epeech; but the propagation of truth upon 
earth by the Worp or TrurH, and the honour of the 
church of Christ, which is its proper vehicle, for the sake 
of that. 

u1, Afler this principal consideration, and with the same 
view, as well as with a sober view to the honour laid up 
for those who seck it by patient continuance in well 
doing, the author's motive should be a faithful discharge 
of his duty to the church in general, and to that national 
section in particular of which he rather fears he may 
have been an unprofitable, but feels that he is not an un- 
profited, nor ungrateful minister. 

111, For the objects of the two first mentioned consi- 
siderations, truth and the church, being purely abstract, 
would signify nothing without the more particular objects 
lost mentioned. The author should therefore remember 
these continually with the others; endeavouring for their 
sake as well as for the sake of truth, to describe the truth 
intelligibly ; like thoee of whom it is said, “They shew 
the glory of thy kingdom, (O Lord) and talk of thy power; 
that thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy king- 
dom might be known unto men” (Ps. cxlv. 11, 12), that 
the truth might be embodied in its hearers, and they ani- 
mated by the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 

1v, Another motive with the author (but he thinks 
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Creator and preserver of the universe ; who hast 
graciously been pleased, to distinguish our species 
with thy particular regard, in giving us powers and 
expectations vastly superior to those of our fellow 
creatures; vouchsafe also, to impress on our minds a 
continual sense of the dignity that we enjoy through 
thy favour, and of the dignity of those duties which 
thou hast ordained the price of thy favour—that our 
actions may be worthy of our exalted condition. 

Grant us what we want in consideration of what 
thou hast already bestowed upon us.—So shall thy 
work in us be complete; and we survive, eternal 
monuments of thy goodness, and thy power. 
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they ought to be the same at present, and especially on two 
‘of them before aseribed to Adam in the period of his up+ 
pearance, vit: tight of the Divine majesty ; governor under 
the Supreme Being by which are intimated two consentiont, 
Wf not inseparable, particulars of human dignity; that, a 
qualification ; this, au effective employment. We will now 
consider these two apart, and 

[The qualification of our primogenitor for his high 
appointment consisting, as I said, in the divine light, which 
informed his vinderstanding nnd directed his steps. ‘This it 
was, for one thing, that exalted Adam so far above his fellow 
‘crentures upon earth. Not that these fellow creatures did 
‘not walk by the same light as Adam at the period that I 
aim deseribing, or endeavouring to describe : it is pre+ 
sumable, that the whole earth was irradiated by divine 
ight at that period; and that every living creature then 
walked, or moved at least, if it was capable of motion, by 
that same light, But lighthas its two spheres in respect 
of the object enlightened ; and will have, whether it be 
pure or corrupt, divine or degraded, ‘These two spheres 
rie Saar ipid or the several spheres of think- 

ing and doing: and while the divine light, during that 
portal ‘or primitive wees. shone outwardly to all the 


tn aly she it 
ws some of you, my brethren, may not understand 
coal roeed nage rege a er 


lenst,—by comparing 
‘with its remains in the present day-light, which is its out 
ward Image; and still more by considering its diminished 
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bet from a magnified comparison with the bet that now i, 
it will not seem i , 

Tiape Ince outed are bappx in hiwwclf abd i Gineoqoniate 
‘ane, it may seem as if Adam's condition in that perfect 
state, would searcely admit of improvement; but one thing: 
was still wanting, an help meet for him, (Ib, ii, 18,) and 
that too he obtained of the bounty of the Creator, Thence- 
forward protructing a peaceful existence ; blessed in himself, 
and a Dlessing to others; having no interest against. the 
‘truth, consequently no call for concealment; without an 
enemy in the world that he knew of; and with the Creator 
certainly for his friend,—Adam may be supposed to have 
walked daily with his congenial belpmate,.“honestly.as in 
the day," (Rom. xiii, 13,) and not ashamed to look an 
angel in the face. Indeed we read that «they were both 
naked, the man and his wife, and. were not ashamed.” 
(Gon, it, 25.) 

‘This would be thought a very savage trait in the cha~ 
racter of Adam and Eve by somo of their genteel posterity, 


might seem very equivocal, if they did not, like some other 
wealthy heirs, feel rather ashamed of their ancestry. To 
them the wnrepeated phenomenon of two human beings, 

man and his wife, who had nothing to be ashamed of 
mi ‘a source of shame, but not as it ought, For 
they would look upon them as naked savages, and upon 
naked! savages as upon the beasts of the field: and so, as 
ie becca ome only in another sense, “man will 
not abide Ip borcen rng be ip connpece nto 
‘beasts that perish. ‘This is the way of them; this is their 
foolishness; and their posterity praise their saying,” (Ps. xlix. 
12, 18.) 

And what would such outside admirers think of poor men 
cond fagitives in a later period; as of Abralam, Isnacy and 
Jacoby 6. gy who wero all fugitives in their turn; the latter 
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give a rather captivating turn to the horrors of sin. In 
particular, itis most easy to humour the lost wretch himself 
in this false assimilation, and by mere dint of allegory, 

without one formal panegyric, to make him in love almost 
with his dismal condition. We know, that the spirit has 
ita appetite for novels, as well as the passions, in this dis. 
ordered state; and the deeper either of them is sunk in 
delusion, the more open will it be to the seductive influence 
of these lying vanities. ‘The admirers of spiritual romance 
must not expect any such entertainment from me, however : 
for I hope and trust in the Lord, that my calling is to re- 
luitn the lost sheep, and not to confirm them in endless 
wanderings by an unworthy deference to their humour : 
“Ye shall not surely die,” said the serpent, and so may 
others aay ; but I will not say 80. 

I have noticed, on another occasion, the arraign- 
of the guilty parties in succession, from the instigator 
of the offence to an accomplice, and from this accomplice to 
the principal, against whom all the force of instigation and 
persuasion was, and, alas! so fatally, arrayed. ‘Therefore 
I shall not insist on this head at present. Infidels may 
think, they derive an insuperable objection to the doctrine 
fall and condemnation, from the cruelty 
auc injustice it imputes to the Deity, in making him permit 
u creature of inferior understanding and ability, to be 
seduced by a superior with such powerful assistance, and 
afterwards punish him capitally for this failure which could 
hurdly be avoided. But do we not observe the same course 
puralieled every day? Nay, are not numbers of weak 
believers seduced continually, by the art of clever deists, 
from the paths of present peace and future happiness? And 
if we must admit the fact, we ate not obliged to account 
for it, Such is the will of God: and the being His will, 
may be enough to satisfy us, that there can be no cruelty 
nor injustice in the case. I shall have more to say presently 
of the justice of this dispensation ; in the meantime, I find, 
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@ mere matter of course, and were as common as their oc= 
easions. 

‘The deterioration of their moral circumstances is still as 
great an affliction as any that could befull mankind, mfter 
the loss of the divine light and life, by which it was orl- 
ginally prevented, But who can sufficiently admire at the 
ingenuity of the old serpent in drawing pretty figures over 
the indissoluble connexion and mutual dependence sub- 
sisting between duties in every sphere, so as one may seem 
to stand alone and bear merit without another, howerer 
closely the same were related? Or who can sufficiently 
wonder at man’s simplicity, if he is free to think of it, in 
supposing this abstraction possible? It must needs be 
owned a curious discovery for on undutiful servant, that 
Ke was not as undutiful as possible; whereas, in fhet, as 
‘our Lord observes, if he had done all those things which 
wre commanded him, be could only have said, that he was 
fn unprofitable seevant, he had done that which it was. his 
daty to do, (Luke, xvii, 10.) Indeed, all things convi~ 
dered, it may well be said, as it is by the Preacher, * Loy 
this only have I found, that God hath made man upright ; 
‘but they have sought out many inventions.” (Lceles. vil. 
29.) 


Uf, thorefore, wo should want more evidence of the fall 
of man than the consequences befure mentioned, we might 
find a very good one in the last mentioned circumstance of 
people's making such # morit of « fow meugre services, Or 
it may be evidence enough, that any should over dare to 
hesitate on what they know, or have only reason to sup- 
Poe, may be offensive to the Supreme Being. If a man 
was not absolutely blinded by his innate corruption, $0 as 
to have n complete film over the eyes of hiv undorstanding, 
he would ruther endure any misfortune than sin against 
God in any respect. He would not get drunk, 1 believe. 
No, nor lies nor yet swear on any consideration, He 
Saaliicsie ba hanien Garierake poilight of every sa- 
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This natural animosity 3s a very decided trait of cor- 
ruption and evil possession, added to those which have 
now been and might be adduced, with others, perhaps, that 
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be reaped in another by evil doers, “receiving in them. 
selves that recompence of their error which was meet.” 
(Rom. i. 27.) And then many judging from the analogy 
of experience according to that maxim of the royal 
preacher, “The thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be, and that which is done, is that which shall be 
done,” (Eccl. i. 9.) would be apt to infer, that man’s fall 
or primitive corruption was neither total nor instantane- 
ous, any more than its punishment, but partial and creep- 
ing. Dividing the several kinds of corruption, e. g. after 
its subjects or recipients, they might infer, that the cor- 
ruption in a man’s affections and appetites: as lust, envy, 
ambition, and the like, preceded the corruption that ap- 
pears in his intellectual properties or department, consti- 
tuting folly and falschood with their several species; or, 
that both of these preceded the corruption that reigns in 
his animal properties of breath and motion—as if a man’s 
will wos first corrupted or his judgment, and then the 
other, and then his very breath. They may go on to in- 
fer, that this partial disorder is different in different sub- 
jocts; in one more sensual, in another more spiritual, in 
‘another more intellectual: being in the first instance like 
a thom in the flesh, as St. Paul describes his case ; (Cor. II. 
xii, 7.) in the second, like a tho in the spirit, as the 
thon of pride, e. g. which some find so troublesome ; in 
the third, like a thorn, an uleer, or something worse in 
the understanding; by which I do not mean the falee 
conception of lunatics, but the wayward imagination of 
those who are falsely called Freethinkers, a thom that 
rankles more than all, And other cases of partial corrup- 
tion may still be inferred by reasoners on the subject. 

iit, But to come to a conclusion on these two oppo- 
rite alternativer, there appears no necessity for inferring 
cither a partial or gradual corruption of the good princi- 
ples with which man was endowed in any case: for con- 
sidering thom to have been all infected at once in the first 
instance, while they were as yet pretty equally poised in 
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Treriice. bowerer certain and upexceptionable the 
correptve of Bama matare may be. we should not make 
it appear even woee than it is With all the evil that is 
in the world, we have stil cevashweal waits of goodness, 
shades of original pertectivn remaining. agreeably to Our 
Savivur's purabie of the sower, who found other subjects 
for his purpvee besides the way-cide reprobate, and the 
stony-hearted infidel, and the preoccupied woridling— 
even good creand. wand capable of bringing forth, 
some an hundred-ich, scene sixty-fold, some thirty- 
fold.” (Matt. sili. 3, &c.” If name was so thoroughly 
vitiated and depraved, as some would have it, the crea- 
tures might prefer woli”s-bane to lettuce. and nightshade to 
Blackberries: and if it had mot some remnant of worth, it 
might well be doubted whether there was any in the intel- 
Jectual more than in the moral and physical departments. 
But we find it in the existing accomplishments of the 
human race, which evidently are not instinetive or innate, 
nor yet within the scope of invention to subjects endowed 
with no higher properties than those which meet in our 
present combination ; for all these must needs be ascribed 
to a more perfect zra of the human race, and looked on 
as rudera evi, or noble ruins in the desert, which travel- 
Jers admiring, deduce therefrom the glory of past genera- 
tions. Without much reasoning, therefore, we may also 
be satisfied in this case, it being almost a matter of ex- 
perience. We feel and know, that in mankind there is 
still, essentially or in principle, much good,—a host of 
good principles, if they be so thoroughly possessed by 
evil, that we have little use or enjoyment of them: and 
to detach these good principles from their evil connec- 
tions—to detach virtue from vice, life from death, enjoy~ 
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former fell by indniying his desire to excess ; with a con- 
sequent disregard of the divine authority. I could shew, 
and shall. [ hope. on a suitable occasion, how the other 
imeuleated, both by example and precept, the opposite 
qualities of humility and obedience to the will of God; 
— and as by cue man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners. so by the cbedbemce of one shall many be made 
Fighteoax” Rom ¥. 1X 

Tt mas also be worth while to reflect on the importance 
of man inning. and the importance of his sin, being such, 
that the whole earth. amd consequently all its productions, 
whether animal oe regetaNe. were infected by it, or 
carved fir its sake. Bex hee mach greater must the import- 
ance of man obeying ami of his righteousness be, to re- 
trieve the condition of the whole earth, as well as the 
condition of its principal inbabitant ! 

[tis still the nature of man to be grasping continually, 
from the bosom where be draws his first nourishment, to 
the bed where he resigns the use of it, one toy or one vain 
after another, varying with his years and multiply- 
14 with his means: “ But none saith, Where is God, my 
Maker, who giveth songs in the night? who teacheth us 
more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser 
1 the fowls of heaven ;” (Job xxxv. 10, 11.) being 
sitly preoceupiod with some paltry acquisition, till 
(uth hurata nt last upon his grovelling imagination, 
Jowtn with Job, “ Naked came I out of my 
and naked shall I return thither.” (Job 
1411 11, therefore, now in this last revolution of desire, 
way that twin convinced of the emptiness of every other 
fut, aul comp at Taxt to know good and evil, he could 
tat jut (uate ibe havi again, and take also of the tree of 
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low, serving asa foundation for the mame: so that the con- 
sideration will be in fact the principal part of the combi- 
nation, being that for which the other part exists and has 
‘boon provided. 


In the passage of my text, e.g, where St. Paul saya, 
writing to the Colossians, “Lie not one to another, seeing 


above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” (Col, iii. 
1) “ When Christ, whois our life, shall appear, then shall 
38 also appear with him in glory—mortify therofore your 
members which are upon the carth, &c." (Ib. 4, 5.) Then 
comes an ample train of propositions all supported by the 
single consideration in my text (Ib, 12, infin.) T need not, 


may be copied from ome sentence to two, it mya 
well from two sentences to two parts of a discourse: and 

1, adopting the limit of the apostle, I shall now endeas 
Wontar Sts Fund has de, by bie argument, 

. To explain the doctrine of baptism or putting om 


Tl. To infer from this explanation a suitable line of 
conduct, 
‘Tn my text, there is mention, not only of putting on 


‘une system bat also of putting of another: and while our 
Lent has ordained and sanctioned by his example « 


be 
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ceremony; every one is now signed with the sign of the 
cross, in token that he shall not be ashamed of his ser- 
they put off their old garments, as if they were 
soiled by use, and put on white, that have never been 
used), to typify their assumption of innocence: and with 
this the ceremony concludes; which is not long indeed, 
‘ax it had uot need to be, considering the shortness of the 
time that is often allowed for it from the complaints and 
casualties incidental to childhood. But the ceremony is 
aiill s very pregnant theme, as may appear from the short 
dtuition that [have now given. For the work here in- 
timated will suppose three particular topics, like other 
works of perfunmances, being 

UL. ‘The subject or matter to be taken in hand, or, as 
iv this case, assimilated or put on. 

UL ‘The partive related in this work or performance. 

ULL. ‘The parts of which this, like other performances, is 
alan ausceptible, 

‘Yo all which may be added, by the way, a consider- 
‘ation of modes and circumstances occasionally remarked. 
Uut, to xpeak more particularly of the three first men- 
tioned topics in succession, 

1, ‘The subject matter in this performance is, like the 
whole process, twofidd; also, like that, typical and 
real, 

1. ‘The typical subject being merely water. And when 
Lsay merely, I mean purely too, i, e. independent of the 
vessel or river in which it stands or flows ; and whether 
it flows in a river or stands in a pond—is contained in a 
font, fountain or brook, it will be water still, and water 
only, that constitutes the typical subject or matter ap- 
plied. 

Every one must know what water is, and know some- 
what of its importance to man, both for his own imme- 
diate use, and for that of other subjects most useful to 
man. Water is a man’s greatest refreshment, both in- 
wardly and outwardly, by nourishing and purifying the 
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Christ; or 8, more commonly Christianity; and 4, more 
quaintly, Christ; which is equivalent to putting on 
Christ, or the new Man, as it is expressed hy a figure in 
my text. And such is the real subject put on in bap- 
tism, considered first as a system, 

Now a system may be cither practical or theoretical, 
or it may be both, containing these two parts—one, the 
practice, example, or way of it; the other, its theory or 
word. And xo Christ is both, ie, both the way and 
the word of life. He is first, the way, as he told Philip, 
“ And whither I go, ye know; and the way ye kuow;” 
obn xiv. 4.): and he is next the Word, as St. John say 
of him in his Gospel, “ In the beginning was the Word; 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
‘The same was in the beginning with God.”—(John i. 1, 2.) 
He is also a fountain of efernal life as well as a way over 
the troublesome waves of the present—and this David 
atimates ax well as himself— For with thee is the well 
of life.” (Ps. xxxvi, 9.) says the Psalmist. “Thou 
shalt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is the ful- 
and at thy right hand there is pleasure for 
evermon.” (Ib. xvi, 12) “ Whosoever shall drink of 
the water that I shall give him, shall never thirst, (says 
he's but the water that I shall give him, shall be in him 
4 well of water springing up into everlasting life.” (John 
we ay 

Wi there 






























any should understand the doctrine only 
cot Christ to be implied in his name, their notion would 
Jw very inadequate: for Christ is more than doctrine. 
Ciutat is cumple ax well as doctrine, and body as well 
te spunt; as be suid, “Lam the way, the truth, and the 
“aie” (Join xis, th) So that altogether, we should con- 
‘ober tine name of Christ to stand in this sense, for his 
vaauiiny or word, example oF Tife, and body and spirit, 
veal the other advantages beforementioned, all which are 
jw los pub ow by as many of you as have been 


‘\vayuued tudo Chiat.” 





















“s BAPTISM; OR, 


chased for us with his blood. (Pet. Ii. 18,19.) This, 
I apprehend, is the extent of patting on Christ in our 
present state: in another, we shall also put on the image 
of his person, and see him as he ix. (John I. iti. 2) It 
is firet putting on truth in the respects before named, and 
then other blessings in that; as its divine Image once de- 
clared to the believing Jews, who, notwithstanding their 
belief, had yet the wickedness to go about to kill him for 
speaking the truth. (John viii. $1, &c.) 

Such is the real subject-matter, or, as one should say, 
what it is that we really pat on in Christ: if any one would 
have a more satisfactory and particular conception of the 
same, he must go for it to the Fountain of trath, whether 
in doctrine, example, or spirit; i.e. to the doctrine, ex- 
ample, and spirit of Christ. 

II. The next particular to be remembered in the expla- 
nation that I am now giving, or endeavouring to give, is 
the parties related in this real action, v. g., of putting on 
Christ; which are also two, the assistant and principal— 
of which 

1. It would seem as if, by his performing the ceremony, 
it was the first mentioned assistant party that puts on 
Christ in baptism; but a second consideration will shew 
it to be the other party who does this in fact, and is 
therefore named principal; as the person who has a robe 
put on him and wears it, is said to put it on, and not his 
assistant. But if the convert or person who puts on 
Christ be a principal in this act or accident, the minister 
may, and certainly ought to, be principal in comparison, 
or in himself, as it was with John Baptist; of whom his 
Master was pleased to say, that among them that were 
bor of women, there had not risen a greater. (Mat. xi. 
n)* 





‘It did not hare seem convenient to introduce topics of dispute among 
CChriatisns more than could be avoided : as such toples are liable to disturb 
the harmony of a congregation, and excite very different feelings from 
what ought to prevail within the precincta of peace : but of such topics our 
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society in fret, without distinctly renouncing the same, 
‘Therefore, tho poople of Gorl are encouraged to come out of 
Babyton, that mother of harlots," (Rev. xvii. 5, xviii. 4,) 
and so every one should be encouraged to leave his evil 
company as well as evil habita,—for he cannot leave one 
without the other, and never suffered to continue in either, 
nor even’ to find any rest or complacency in himself, if 
we could help it, until his baptism was complete, And 
when I talk of « complete baptism, I mean not only: in 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but in the “ ane 
swer of a good conscience towards God,” (Pet. I. iii. 21,) 
that the putting off part, and this the putting om. 

In the former part they who have formally and. out- 


and purmit, incompatible with the new man, ar new 
principle thus quaintly expressed. ‘They sill mortity 


malice, blixphemy, lying, filthy conversation and nine 
tional prejudieo— thelr savage and perverse character 
altogether in shorty that they may be free to take that 
heavenly polish, that divine character or now man “which 
ig renewed in knowledge after the image of him that ere- 
ated him," (Col, ii. 10,) being the sume in other words 


Just” (Eph, iv. 22) “Wherefore putting away lying, 
(says he), speak every man trath with his neighbour, for 
‘wo aro members one of another, Be ye angry and sin 
notr lot not the sun_go down upon your wrath; neither 
give place to the devil. Let him that stole, steal no 
‘mord.—Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouthLet all bitterness and wrath and anger, and clas 
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k of Christ, and paralleled by 
of being clothed in white gar- 

cvs, Which was used in the church 

vhureh had more leisure for such 

vg to Christ, (Eph. iv. 15.) Having 

+ (Gal. iv. 19.}; and other expressions 
‘wore natural than Putting on: and still 

- Apprehending or being apprehended of, 
the author of the beforementioned expres- 
“1 follow after, if that I may 
h also I am apprehended of 
il. iii, 12.) Being joined to Christ is the 
though the active part of assumption is 
-ressed—as when St. Paul says, “ He that is joined 
the Lord is one spirit,” (Cor. I. vi. 17.) Assimilat- 
hurist is the most accurate expression, but too philo- 
-ishical for common use: add to which in strictness there 
cam be no assimilating of Christ or assuming or putting him 
on, any more than putting off what is contrary to Christ 
by ourselves; for it is he, or his Spirit that assimilates us 
or ours; as He tells his disciples: “ Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it you.” (John xv. 16.) And as John 
told the multitudes, comparing himself with Jesus, “ I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but he that 
cometh after me is mighticr than I, whose shoes’ latchet I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire.” (Mat. iii. 11.) ‘Shewing the 
sterility and insignificance of our efforts to put on Christ 
without his assistance. For what may be meant by his 
baptizing with fire; but infusing into the soul of a con- 
vert that fire and energy which will, with the inflation of 
the Holy Spirit both bum up every unbecoming ingre- 
dient and also qualify him abundantly for the arduous 
part that he has to sustain. “The God that answercth 
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‘as the practice of a Christian must unless he refer it o the 
Gospel and Christ. 

‘This gospel being, as we may say, a logitimate and an- 
thorized version of the kingdom of God in Christ, every 
thought, word, and decd, that is thought, said, or done in 
‘it must be part and parcel of the kingdom, and just what 
the gospel describes it, if the citizens have put on Christ ; 
ts persons in a civil respect are definable after the laws of 
their country, and must be deemed cither citizens or rebels, 
a8 they conform to thove laws or not. And if we thus 
put on Christ, or “the truth as it is in Jesus,” an acknow- 
tedgement of the same will needs fallow. 

14, In respect of example, the way to put on Christ, is 
by doing as he did, “leaving us an examplo, that ye 
should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth; who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but com- 
snitted himself to him that judgeth righteously.” (Pet. I. ii. 
21,22, 28.) Much has been said of Christian principles, 
theory, profession, or faith; and Christ in. principle is 
soollceep ane in practice ; is good im theory 

Dut better in use or possession; is good 
fe faith, but better in works by faith. “ For as the body 
‘without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also.” (Jam. i, 26.) But, 

am. Talking of Christ in spirit, which seems the most 
essential way of putting him on, ax example and doc- 


Christian part would thea be hard for us; and we must 
be reprobates if we do not put him on and wear him too 
im this manner. (Cor. IL. xiii. 5.) And though he says 
himself, “Take my yoke upon you," (Mat. xi. 29,) mean~ 
‘ing his example and doctrine, it is evident that this can- 
not bo done by any without putting on first the spirit of 
Christ, or the mook and lowly heart (Ib.); and previous 
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use them, If the sponsors for a child in baptism ever 
hed any idea of its answering to the same effectively 
thereafter, they should not be satisfied with giving the 
child a good name, and not reminding it occasionally of 
the name so given, and of the engagement contracted in 
‘that name; “that it may lead the reat of its life according 
to this beginning.” This, therefore, to say nothing of 
other considerations, is one good reason why godfathers 
4nd godmothers should do every thing in their power to 
make the baptized understand their duty and expectations 
by instructing them, or causing them to be instructed 
apart in the rudiments of the same, which it might be 
tedious for the elder part of a congregation to hear over 
and over again continually. The knowledge thus com- 
menced would be a very sensible ground for future ope. 
rations ; and if duly improved by all parties, so simple an 
effort on the part of their sponsors, may prove the begin- 
ning of a new life to the children : 60 that, by God's bless- 
ing on their sincere endeavours, a professed putting on 
‘of Christ might turn by degrees, to a real. 
“ For this liability of outward baptism may be con- 
sidered liko throwing seed into the earth,—when there 
is no knowing what may become of it, nor how it will 
tum ont. But while we expect all the increase from 
above, we may and ought to do at least whatever is re- 
quired on our parts to promote such increase. “ Behold the 
‘usbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he receive tho early 
tnd latter rain.” (Ye, who sow for the more precious fruits 
of the Spirit,) “be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts ; 
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” (Jam. v. 7, 8.) 
‘What the husbandman expects will be of the same 
original as what he sows, according to St. Paul's observa- 
tidn, “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
i vi. 7.) And in baptism we cannot expect otherwia 
as wheat going into the earth, does not come. out olives, 
SH8°itlére do men: going into the water come ont sngels; 
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of our malignant nature and only remeds for all its dis- 
otders of whatever kind or degree; both for that infernal 
spirit of pride and insubordination which actuates par- 
ticularly what is called the more generous part of the 
species, and also forthe case of the viler sort, over which 
the others are allowed to domineer like so many devils 
‘when, unfortunately for these poor wretches, they have 
‘hot full employment among themselves. The slothful 
ind useless, the sordid and mean, the sensual and volup- 
‘tuous, the effeminate and others, as well as those active 
spirits by whom they are teazed and tormented, might all 
have been purged of their respective complaints by the 
right use of this divine institution even before they ap- 
peared, to the great advantage of the community, and 
‘heir own unspeakable comfort. But to render the insti- 
tution effectual to such lofty ends a blessing must be ex- 
Pected on it from the same quarter from whence it was 
ordained: and how can that be, when the institution 
itself is generally treated with so much levity, not to say 
contempt, by those who recur to it as well as by those 
‘who will not? How can any blessing be expected on a 
Yransaction by proxy, where tteither the sponsors will be 
at the pains to consider before hand what they are about 
to engage in contracting with the highest power in the 
‘universe, nor subsequently those who are bound by such 
contract to understand and perform it? If we will not 
‘do what we can for ourselves in this affair we have no 
fight to expect any assistance from heaven. How can 
‘We presume to call on God for new supplies of grace from 
‘time to time as we walk throngh life, while the first means 
‘OF grace are thus neglected or abused? We frustrate— 
‘We hinder the grace of God, and put it from us with our 
‘im hands when we act in this manner. 

T consider those who really covenant with God and 
‘keep it as a peculiar people, whom God hath purified 
‘unto himself from the dross of corruption, and reserved to 
‘hid glory in the light of another creation. It is a chosen 
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(©finatwn), when he lifts up his eyes and looks upon 
the fields all white and ripe for the harvest (John iv. 35.) 
cannot help wondering at the work before him. For one 
should think much of it one’s self, if one could only be 
permitted to reap a few souls in one’s own generation and 
in one’s own immediate neighbourhood, s0 as to receive 
wages and gather fruit unto life eternal: but when one 
contemplates the whole scene at once and considers the 
daily and universal gathering by angels and men under 
the Lord of the harvest; when one thinks of his saving a 
world, one is lost in admiration and gratitude, and the 
thought passeth observation like the knowledge and the 
love of Christ. (Eph. iii. 19.) 


SERMON IV. 
REPROBATION, AND FALLING FROM GOD. 


0 Lord, the hope of Taras, all that forme thee ahall be ashamed ; and 
they that depart from me shall be written in the earth ; because they hare 
formaken the Lord, the fountaln of living waters” 

Jer. xvii 13. 


In this verse we have a severe denunciation against refu- 
gees and deserters from the cause of God ; vv. g. that they 
should be written in the earth; which amounts to the 
tame as receiving their portion in this life, like some 
whom the Psalmist speaks of, “the evit world, which 
have their portion in this life, whose bellies thou fillest 
with thy hid treasure,” (Ps. xvii. 14,) or like the rich 
man in the parable, (Luke xvi.,) and faring like them too 
in the life to come; a miserable lot compared with the 
lot of those whose names are written in heaven, (Ibid. x. 
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3 To comprehend the source of this awfal rebellion ; 
which being premised. may bring within the scope of 
Your comprehension, its whole process, from the very 
point where it begins, and whence it takes its course. 
Fer let our rebellion against the divine majesty be ever 20 
Fife, or ever so long continued, it is evident that there 
wast be a beginning of the same. and that beginning 
west consist of one act which will issue im thought, and 
je the first falling off from God, when he positively 
change us, un oar allegiance. to do such a thing or not 
te do sack a thing, and we as positively set him at 
aiiance, saying, pethaps. with Pharaoh, “Who is the 
Land, that U should obey his voice?” (Exod. v. 2.) This 
js our firet falling from God. 

‘Vhe sugqvetions of our spiritual enemy, who has the ad- 
vantage of our ear from the cradle. with the example and 
imttuerce of a corrupt world. by which his suggestions 
are woefully scounded, and the treacherous remissness of 
quantiane in wot waming us betimes and continually 
‘of our dame, are apt to incet_ and overtake us at that 
‘ctitival period, when these happy spirits which were given 
to ws foe our enjoyment through life are at their height, 
ani prevail aluwet to intoxication; when the dry rules of 
morality, ax they appear, with the stern threatenings of the 
Jaw, and the affectionate allurements of the Gospel seem 
and melt out of sight before the new interest 
that begins to poswes un, But still we have not declared 
fas yet againat God, though we have done much to offend 
him we are now only as the people of Israel were found 
by Klijah—halting between two opinions, (Kings I. 
@1,) between God and Baal; or, which is the same thing 
in effect, botween Christ and Belial. This state of sus- 
penso cannot last beyond a certain period; it must ter- 
mainato whon that poriod arrives by one decided act, which 
is like tho breaking of a scalo; and as the scale breaks, 
0 the choice will incline either to this side or that. If 
wo once declaro against God and Christ only in our se- 




















u REPROBATION, AND 


ance in which the apostate is bound, and to which the 
bottom of a dungeon is brightness: where he finds a 
falling from bad to worse for ever, and doubling misery 
as he falls, with nothing bat the grace of God to limit, 
hinder, or avert it. 

‘This awful power of God both in use and effect is what 
we mean by Reprobation. “ Destroy thou them, O God, 
{eays the Psalmist, though they are said to destroy them- 
selves) destroy thou them, O God ; let them fall by their 
own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their 
transgressions —for they have rebelled against thee.” (Ps. 
¥.10.) “Let their table become a snare before them; 
and their welfare, a trap. Let their habitation be deso- 
Jato ; and let none dwell in their tents. Add iniquity to 
their iniquity ; and let them not come into thy righteous- 
nese. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, 
‘and not be written with the righteous. (Ib. Ixix. 22, 25. 
97, 28.) 

‘This wretched and endless falling begun, as I observed, 
in the highest, i.e in the intellectual, department, is not 
slow to spread from thence downward, not only to the 
passions and bodily appetites, but even to the outward 
circumstances of the offenders, which are all alienated 
from God—as if their very table, their wealth, their tents, 
Dabitations and all had been infected. “For the turning 
‘away of the simple shall slay them; and the prosperity 
of fools shall destroy them.” (Prov. i. 32.) “ Because,” 
(as St. Paul says in the beginning of his epistle to the 
Romans) “ Because that when they knew God they glori- 
fied him not as God, neither were thankful ; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Therefore God also gave them up—” (Rom. i. 
91. 24,) as you may read. As they did not choose to 
leek upon God in a worthy light, he did not choose to 
eave them even a proper esteem for themselves; and the 
‘consequences soon became such as the apostle mentions. 
“And oven as they did not like to retain God in their 














« REPROBATION, AND 


wan upto the house of Ista) ; therofory hoar the word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from me, When 1 
say unto the wicked, ‘Thou «halt surely die; and. thow 
givest him aot waming, nor speakest to wam the wicked 
from his wicked way to wave his life—the same wicked 
‘man shall dio in his iniquity ; due dis blood will J reguird 
at thine hand.” (Tack. iil. 17,18.) And for a righteous 
man the sano— Againg when a righteous man doth 
oa 5 


and his righteousness which he hath done shall not bie 
remembered; but bis blood will E require at thine hand,” 
{Ib..20.) . Also by another praphet— My: people are de> 
stroyed for lack of knowledge, Becanse thou hast ter 
jected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt 
bo no prievt to me, And there shall be, like people, like 
priest: and Iwill punish them for their ways, and ae- 
‘ward thom for their doings. For they shall eat, and mot 
havo enongh ; they shall commit whoredom, and shall not 
Senet nnenie ipsa Lh ese eae 
” (Hos, iv, 6. 9, 10.) 

Trae Dectesin one We dutmeatmemiat 
Dut of great necessity and awful responsibility, toa 
oth righteous and wicked of the consequence of falling 
from God; and having mentioned thir, as well as the 
‘means-or incentives to such a dangerous course, it will 
‘now be proper to mention the remote or primary cause 
also; aod that wo shall find to consist chiefly and most 


cord hath Shuiat omith Belial? or. what part diath dhe 
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and do as his own commrmen arr said 10 have dame, 
Qian xiii 54. kc, as the Gadiarenes, Lake viii 3) 
wand as the rulers of the Jews dost. Mat xxvii 22.) and sab- 
sequentls other ruler of the earth hare done, according to 
‘the forecited prediction of the Psalmist concerning bm. 

Such, my brethren. are same of the primars camses of 
men’s falling from God. whether directiy im the article of 
faith, lore, cr other properties Gne to kam, or indarectly, 
through perwas and places contecraied 10 God by suck 

And nce colr will the malignant efficacy of 
such falling off be ick im the ines of such properties wo 
those br whom ther are withbeld, ow rather mot paid, as 
I have shewn; but also im the persom and fortunes of 
‘the offender—in that by sickness, deformity, and prema- 
ture age ; in this, by poverty, litigation, or loss of appe- 
ite. It is as clear as noon-dav light, if men will bat ob- 
serve it, how the minds and affections, by contracting and 
withdrawing themselves from God, do gradually shrink 
imto that disgraceful circle or predicament, which is en- 
titled selfishness, the very sink of human refase, the 
sphere of bestiality and ignorance, and every odious ha- 
bit, which is what the Psalmist means by “ bowing down 
their backs.” I mean the backs of such men, in allusion 
to the form of the wretched slave crouching under his 
burden. “O consider this, ye that forget God, (says 
he,) lest I pluck you away, and there be none to deliver 
you.” (Ps. L 22.) 

‘As this expression of “plucking away” is rather me- 
taphorical, I should remind you, that the power of repro- 
bation which the Almighty keeps in his own hands, ax 
well as the power of salvation, being mighty both to eave 
and to destroy, is not exercised in a miraculous way like 
this, but in a natural way, as I said before ; so that while 
God decrees the sinner’s descent from bad to worse, it is 
still his own choice to descend; and, like an ox to the 
slaughter, he goes without forcing, “till a dart strike 
through his liver, oras a bird hasteth to the snare, and know- 
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avoid their operation ; pretending all the while to some- 
thing beyond them. Their deeds will not endure the 
ight of a taper ; and yet they are not ashamed to perform 
them in the face of the sun. Before God they are not 
ashamed to do thoso things, which they cannot justify to 
man ; and in the broad day-light of the Gospel, they are 
not ashamed to do things, at which the law reddens, and 
the very twilight of nature tums pale. Therefore their 
condemnation shall be greater than that of the unbelieving 
Jewn; for they did not come to the light, lest their deeds 
should bo reproved; but these most impudently thrast 
theeneelves, with their ovil deeds, énto the light, which 
shall not fail to consume them. “If ye were blind, yo 
should have no sin; but now ye say, We see, “ therefore 
your sin remaineth.” (John ix. 41.) Those are “ the un- 
Jeamed and unstable,” according to St. Peter ; who either 
to not toad the Scriptures at all, or if they do read, con- 
tire to wrest them, and particularly somo things in the 
writings of St. Paul, unto their own destruction. 

"Yo therofore, beloved, seeing ye know these things 
Yediun: beware, lest ye also being led away with the error 
withe wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” (Pet. IT. 
we 1%.) You who still maintain your footing in the 
gawwh, who still abide in Christ, like the branches in a 
am be wine, and beware of the seductions of those, who 
xx Yur preeminence, and will omit no opportunity of 
qu ing you into their evil fellowship, and making you as 
wsseicheal and contemptible as themselves. You who are 
web wwuk aa yet below the wreck of human nature, who 
shit payewrve some traces of your original greatness, be- 
wav, boware, lent these spoilers degrade you from bad to 
wm, aut twduce you from the condition of imperfect 
tycu w that of perfect brutes. Remember and call to 
tu, t bowech you, your double station in the universe ; 
iuwaudye Nour Linportance as lords of this lower cre: 
twa; aul remetnber your adoption to a higher state and a 
slaguwe vd importance that far transcends the other, so 






































- "JESUS, 

tovhdlp ourselves" (Lent 2.); to. send us help from the 
sanctuary (Ps. 2x. 2.); even grace for obedience to the 
faith (Rom. iv 6.) “to send forth bis morey and truth, for 
‘our soul is among tions” (Ps. Iii. 4.); to remember our 
anxiety on account of his displeasure, and enliven us by. 
sense. of his goodness, that the more faroured may 
cleave to him with the more hearty affection, (Like vii. 
43,) “ond that they may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
will.” (Tim. 11. 4. 96.) ‘This we pray, and humbly pre= 
‘sume to hope for the merits and through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, &c. 





SERMON Y. 


JESUS, ANNUNCIATION. 


_™ This is a faichful saying, snd worthy of afl sceeptation, that Crit 
ons came into she world to nav nlnners.” Tim Tek 


Faom the connexion that runs through society in every 
direction, gathering as it goes, like the drops of life that 
circulate in our veins, each of us ia liable to be affected 
hy his neighbour's fate in some measure, either for better 
of wort; and the influence of some has been found to be 
‘very extensive, 40.28 to operate on the remotest parts of 
the body urough the effect either of their intrinsic: aki- 
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an be no other 
» being the festival 
= ys one of the hap. 
«ature will have her 
uni horrors: sometimes 
iw melement season of 
in our mirth at this 
ctable, and certainly 
‘ut while the religions 
will not be all dark- 
save the pleasure to ob- 
+s "t passes in the circling 
seasons for then Christ 
nd will 
atime for every: purpose 
re may be a time 
tones itis a time 
(ssa joy til event to com. 
+ cere and let the earth 
all that therein is; 

tis im it; let all the 
Swi 1, 12) Let the 

se captive his fetters— 
«ay a Savionr which is 
rt) Rejoice, therefore, 





































ssi ata birth before now, 
say have had the mis- 














and David, and others both following ree nantes to 
‘whom "the Word came,” descending 


4 ‘bys 
ithtongh the yoodneas of God. That in the digpanaaiion 
‘of the fulness of times he’ might gathor together inoue 
‘all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
aro on carth, even im: him; in whom also we have ob- 


ined an inheritance, being \ to 
‘the purpose of him who worketh all) things after thie 
‘counsel of his own will.” (Kph.i. 10,11.) Aud, na doubt, 


to some this topic would be the more agreeable; but Il 
suai adero/ Go thermatien fact ‘acen gently 


edifying. 
5 Exh, wo ie the porn jo mae ei 
disposed towards: 





beta felpchas fda nd ano du cereuasinee 
quire of him concerning me ; T, the Lord, will anawor him: 
by myself” (Ezek. xiv 7) Also, where he 

Teel ‘eoed neat to-you to jtidgment; nde Wlbe: « 
_mwift witnees ngainst the sorcerers, and against the adul- 


from his Fight, 
‘wand foar not me, mith the Lord of Hosts" (Malachi, ii. 5.) 
And also fn many other passages, in which the Almighty 
to represent himself ax falfiling and obeyéng 

“Wik cuits doterminations and precepts, ©) 9) 
T And tho lustre of thé Word wars father brightened than 


vu 



































10 arses, 

tothe occasion of onr meeting, If the waying that 
© Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” is 
“worthy of all acceptation,” it must be Padectatperes 


express 
the benefits thenee accruing to all who balers in his 
mame: 

‘OP all Om bls abt orer éppenedSarthd etl ake 
birth of Christ is that in which all tho world is mont 
deoply interested. It is moro to every man individually 
‘than the birth either of a father or a son; though to 
‘enc he owes his life upon earth, and in the other it soon 
to be reagwed—it is more than both together. Poriin 
Christ Jesus ix seen at once both the author and’ edr~ 
‘inuer of our whole existence—the Heir to Adam ond 
‘Father of all who survive, and not only of all who sur 


flesh by o course of many generations, in a passage bo- 
fore cited) “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
epee emer a 
“and is name shall be eatled Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
fa and ‘The tng Father, Tho = “3 
4 ee 

dod) epte'dnt be thought nich, If repeat mend 
agin av this; which the Church has wisely chosen to 
repeat yearly in her proper as well as ordinary course of 
reading. With a view to commemorate more distinctly 
the benefit of his whole life to mankind, the Church has 
thought fit to mark the several aets or divisions of it in 
‘ber calendar ax so many occasions of humiliation or re- 


‘the birth and passion 
“edhe ik ope his life at oneor yet, 
‘ono: sentiment shall. prevail: in comasquenee, 











m4 oaesua, 
fn the order in which they occurmd, befare we. eet 
particnlarly the chief of them. 
 Tfind these acts ax most minutely recorded, which iby 
St: Luke, to comsist of the following among others, ¥. t+ 
|b The recognition of the Subject as it would seem at 
‘tho period of his nativity in the: boautifal order which 
‘that evangelist describes after mentioning the birth of 
‘Mevsiah in am inn at Bethlehem with his wretched ac 
‘commodations. “And: there were in the same country 
thephends abiding in the field, keeping wateh over thelr 
flock by night. Ando, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, 
and they weresore afraid, And the angel said unto hem, 
Feur not; far behold I bring you good. tidings of great 
joys which shalt be to all people, For unto: penton 





tile ufiebe henrenly host praising God and saying, 
Gloryito'God-in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward mon. And it came to pass, ax the angels 
“were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Lot us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and seo this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 


“abroad the saying which was told them pecemcteils 
“ehild" (Luke ii, 818). ‘ 

| Ehis may be regarded as the fxs actin the eden 
our Saviour's recognition ; in which the unsuspected 
\eridence of shepherds is added to the declaration of a 
‘/superion angel and the lauding of the heavenly host: and 
“Afthis be not porfootly official, pechaps the next act will 
wbedboughtso.. er) © on te lly et 


— This act consists in the Subject’ circamoision, and 
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tho plain nceount of Our Saviour's baptistn, 

Pook iy Porno the effects: ee whdstirreiate 
‘wow to consider, and 

“A. Tn the way of example as well eect atesitionion 


puto) eta, and a now lifo unto righteousness, 
the type; with him, it conld not, ashe had 
emt we a yy in 


sheets Kell 
tapatnd ine tll (p25 dy fr he a 
‘all was new from the boginning:—but set 
ting agide what was inimitable, we hase in this action 


b 
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take wa the dew af Hermon which fell upon the hill of 
Siow” Aud after the samo manner, those spiritual gifts 
which sould be tho proper anointing of the Christ of 
Gud aut univerul Lord of tho creation, were not to rest 
‘ou bi vxclwively for more than the short period of his 
weawuwnt on earth, But no sooner should he be as- 
‘eau into hin proper xphere, and bave taken his station 
wa the right hand of God, and received of the Father the 
prvi of the Holy Ghost, than (such was the ordained 
seawerumont from the beginning) he was by the Holy 
(wat to nhod forth or distil from thence the gift of his 
ewvdating on Jowor world in dews of grace and con- 
walation. ‘The ond of his temporary abasement we 
dain heaven and curth, as the effect of his subsequent 
‘tation would be to join earth and heaven. In which 
weal ho night cminently be called “The repairer of the 
tuearh, the rentorar of paths to dwell in"—being anointed 
te woah youd tidings unto the meek, and sent to bind 
uy tho broken-hoartod, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
‘wal thw opouing of the prison to them that are bound; to 
aghoint unto thom that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
fwavts lor uxhos, tho oil of joy for moumning, the garment 
‘uh pial for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
athut (toon of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that 
be vault bo glorified” (Isaiah Ixi. 1, 2, 8). 

of Jesus was perfectly spiritual, both 
ithout, combining a perfect power—even 
A pane ot to Nature herself. For the anointing of 
‘eee sul war love and meekness; apd that so largely as to 
javqsunlounto ayuinst all the malice and injustice of his 
Qwwutes Aud to comprehend his outward anointing, or 
the cvunploston of his fate and circumstances, (which is 
xastya calhal hin huptism perhaps in scripture,) recollect 
fon be Met and died. He was cradled in a manger, 
oawal all hie lifes under the canopy of heaven, and hur- 
swat wut at UL at last by an ignominious death, as if he 
Tal wor boon worthy of dit, He might have had his 
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wet fubilled which was spoken by the 
sonntet uf Sion, Behold thy King cometh 

= t= att am, and a colt, the foal of an ass.” 
Mat. xxi. 4, 3. 


‘<-tnent question, to ask those who 
of the Old Testament as well 
authority of the New, what the 
4c chis moment without the con- 
.. Uf the prophecies which were 
~ stmes had remained where the 

y would signify no more 
+: they had never been, and that 
sue them to be; but not so the 
avy were dictated—what he says 
<uly in another, however remote, 
ax «surpese, but not for this purpose 
ex tthe prophets: might be fulfilled. 
. 4 my text is one of those things; 
4. casdervd on purpose by a supema- 
wcicwrer have been brought about in 

+ astited. But wewho minister un- 

sa, apstles, evangelists, and pas- 
yutiumally to the old, asserting 
wuing the drift of the pro- 
tullillment of their predic- 
Vs we make void the law 
Se establish the Taw” (Rom, iii, 
“a dave Mid, we make the same 
yo was not available by en- 
. universal, and enduring 
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stenbe the course 

<.+ eir accession, in 
+ but some mea- 
» such exercise, and 
4. cf appears, that in 
such measures were 
~sary, concluding with 

~ shich measures the first 
om, or taking the reins 








w by Isaiah, when he says, 
wn his shoulders” (Isaiah 
: vation on this part, 
..» sngdom and government, is 
4 political association on 
..aal association metaphor- 

and that the kingdom of 
lem properly so called 

‘wwe kingdoms in nature, as 
ty tx denominated. Indeed, 
'¢ more nearly paralleled by 
sng of a kingdom, if for Na- 
The kingdom of Christ 
we were to call it the Church, 
expression would be quite as 
4 be so idiomatical: and then 
rophet, or priest, would be 
vader him as king, and not so 
































struction. 
< dignity of Messiah as a 
ney will come nearer to 
vm, considering his relation 
Sat of a deputy or viceroy, 
vy ve but that of another self— 
ve isealled, So that what- 
wv dv in his kingdom is not 

-z and by his authority—as he 

















mentioned as the first. For it is said, that when the 

all the temptation now alluded.to, and 
“departed from him for a yeason”. (Larke iv. 13), allow 
ing him only awhort rospite, the Subject “ returned in the 


proacls the: f . 
the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat 


words er Aor fote of his mouth.” bea 
Kode 
Tia -est of the \Baviows’s: grasions, econ after she 


present \But:T do-not enumerate these dificultios now’; 
because they formed o part of the Subject’s earthly por 
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things to come, and not the very Tinage of the things, 
ean never, with those sacrifices which they offered year 
by year continually, make the comers thereunto perfect, 
Bui this mun, after ho had offered one nacrifico for sin, 
for over sat down on the right hand of God: from hence- 
forth expecting ti his enemies be made his footstool. 
For by ono afforing ho hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified” (Hob. x. 1. 1214). 

‘VIL It was with a view to thin inestimable obligation, 
which, as God, he had already conferred on mankind, 
Tut as ono of that kind ho could only contemplate, - 
‘that Messiah also ordained a particular service in remem- 
Trance of that obligation, and ax a way to enhance ite 
‘effect; which T mention hors ax a part of the settlement 
of religion in his Kingdom, though the ordinanee was, in 
fact, rather consequential than preliminary to Messiah's 
inauguration. I alludo to the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper, which wax more particularly his ordinance than 
the other sacrament of baptism. For the sacrament of 
baptism being already in use, it was only adopting, and 
not oniaining the same, when he enjoined it. to his sur- 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost teach- 
fing them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
‘manded you: and lo, I am with you alway eren unto the 
end of tho world” (Matt, xxviii, 18, 19,20). But the 
mecrament of the Lord's suppor could not he adopted by 
‘tho Subject, because it was not in use at the time, or not, 


similar to this could not have escaped him, being then so 





- 2S 
elite the comm, and as 2 means of transferring 


igo the right way to forget the Son, aud x0 to become 
: sng to comnvemorate him in the way that 






wed | 
ing to Bion: by which it would appear, as if 
to Blow on two beasts at once. But the 
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from Ephraitn, (says God) and the horse from Jerusalem, 
and the battlo-how shall be cut off; and he shall speak 
peace unto the heathen; and his dominion shall be from 
wea to vea, and from the river to the onds of the earth” 
(Zech. ix. 10). 

‘There is nothing in the inaugural procession either of 
Solomon or Messiah inconsistent with the merciful order 
of divine providence, which often dignifies its humblest 
creatures with an exalted part, as it were to presorve them 
from absolute contempt. And, independent of that mer- 
cifal order; when a cross was to be Messiah's throne, wo 
necd not wonder to find his entry to the kingdom made 
upon the humblest beast of burden. And now ho is led, 
not like an heathen sacrifice, crowned with chaplets and 
flowers, to a spurious ultar; nor yt ke a gladiator, with 
arma and ¢naigns to the combat; nor yot like a moder 
representative of the people Suspend ater 
shoulders of his constituents; but as the champion of 
Fighteousness and man’s universal representative, “owly 
‘and sitting upon on ass, and a colt, the foal of an nxs™ 
(Mat. xxi. 5), ‘Thus gently borne along and ace 
Ae Briar rt eat pae Bop nd 

‘shrill acclamation of “ Hosannuh, io the Gon of Dart 
Blowsod ix ho that cometh in the name of the Lord! Ho- 
sarmah in the highost !" (Ib. 9,) is brought to Jerusalem, 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the ain of the 
world” (Jol 4, 29), soon to be brought again “asa Lamb 
to the slaughter, pouring out hix woul unto death™ (Isa- 

As T proposed to make the inauguration of Messiah the 
main mbject of my discourse, having brought the narm- 
tive on which it is founded to this period, I might here 
conclude; but T have mentioned tomo of the Subject’s 
previous acts, and it may not be impertinent to mention 
for a sample, the first of thoue which followed this con 
firmation of his authority, as it shews what should be the 
first concern of thove who are called by God's providence 
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from Ephraim, (says God) and tI -emus, as 
and the battle-bow shall be cut o ~ 7m abore 
peace unto the heathen; and his @- t himself, 
sea to sea, and from the river to + - + man hath 
(Zech. ix. 10), a= iown from 

‘There is nothing in the inan- seaven” (Ibid, 
Solomon or Messiah inconsist:s ~ -vrd is in his 


wen” (Ps, xi. 4), 
~onl, sit thou on 
aemies thy foot- 
 :hy power out of 


of divine providence, which « 
creatures with an exalted par" 
from absolute contempt. 4+ 
ciful order; when a cross +. 


need not wonder to find 1:: ~auist among thine 
upon the humblest beast = 
not like an heathen sacri > + generally to inti- 


aubie sovereignty of 





flowers, to a spurious 
‘arms and ensigns to 11: viow; one in hea- 
ropresentative of the axe Father generally, 
shoulders of his con- . ‘wei, and most immedi- 
righteousness and 1: __ - generally in Jerusa- 
and sitting upon i:: = seu, and most immedi- 
(Mat. xxi. 5). ‘I -aurch. For as power 
chiefly by wome + the Lord, the beauty 


shrill acclamatic: 









the whole earth” (Ib, 





Blessed is he 1 = 
sannah in th } su s—#0 ever was, and is, 
“the Lamb «=~ ssuvur and holiness, and 
world” (Jol: ~The Spirits which is in and 


" ~ “axe Almighty. And as in 

~* Za ae hill of Sion, with its 

at stated thereon; so in 

= > > aesvaet of God Almighty, 
Se gy dot 

~ nN ee w the Hebrews tells 

aseligible, when he says, 

ona gun, and unto the cit 

qaresy Torusalem.” (Heb. xii. 


aM Te gunk anal very substantially 















vious, my 

w been cons 

£2 prophet might be 

fence and for 
evidence; 

: Uringing home 

sansue him where he ought to 

aur hearts and worship him 

‘suuty, treasuring up his every 

~ and pattern for our conduct— 
si for ever and ever: and he shall 

Ps, xlviii. 18). 

id on one occasion, 50 it 
x. Son of David, that there can 
| maging him back without his 

+ David sent to Zadok and Abia- 

Svcak unto the elders of Judah, 

wuts tae king back?”—(Sam. 11. 

~ sew by others to his kindred, 

an, saying, “Ye are my bre- 

‘uy tlesh: wherefore then are 

” (Ib. 12.) There is 

cs sart of Isracl in this dutiful 
\unple from Judah: let Judah 
a. aE the civilized world will 

4. tac] on that occasion, which 

xy shall spring up as among 

ereourses.—One shall 
wither shall call himself by 
wher shall subscribe with his 
cs satnatne himself by the name of 
then shalt thousay in thine 
these, seeing I have lost 

-, a captive and removing to 

_ awagitt up these ?—Behold, T 

tai hey been?—Thus saith the 

kt up mine hand to the Gen 
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cios of folly and falsehood, and fell in short under a per- 
fect infatuation, ot a captivity to their evil gonins, as we 
now find it perpetnated in the descendants of this unlucky 
pair: a0 that all the good that was in man originally (and 
a beautiful fabric it must have been, to judge from its 
ruins) became subject to evil, and our first parents might 
say as well as thoir children, and their children as well as 
they, “Won we would do good, evil is present with us" 
(Rom. vii, eet rs Cale eas en 


misgivings, 
cannot be right with rospect to fudurity. And under some 
circumstances there may be felt, perhaps, what is called 
in the opistle to the Hebrews, "a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment” (Heb, x. 27). For it may be thought, if 
foolish men are plagued for their offence, and bocanse of 
their wickedness” (Ps. cvii, 17), what is to become of 
those “ who sin wilfally after that they have received the 
knowledge of the truth?” (Heb. x. 26), And if tho 
righteous searcely be saved, where shall the “ungodly 
and the sinner appear?” (Pot, I, iv. 18). Looking first 
backward, not only to our own actual sins, but to the 
great mass of hereditary guilt, which may all be required 
of this genoration, and to which our actual sins, however 
numerous, are but as loose drops that follow sometimes 
the course of a deluging cloud; and then looking forward 
toa time when clouds shall cease, and main, and all the 
natural phenomena that we are used to contemplate with 
wonder and delight—whon “ the heavens shall pass away 
with « great noise, and the clements shall melt with fer- 
vent hoat; the earth also and the works that are therein, 
shall be burned up” (Pet. II. ii, 10)—looking back- 
ward, Tsay, to provocation, and forward to condemna- 
tion, we may well bethink ourselves of a way, if there bo 


any, to escape. 
Ifa man has surrendered his reason and couscionce and 
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e shade of night, pray 
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phecy) impelled by some secret influence (Zech. xiii. 7), 
“ all the disciples forsook him and fled” (Matt. xxvi. 56), 
or all however that remained to this period ; one, as it may 
be remembered, having gone off before. Forsaken also 
by the multitude, with whom he was so popular before 
this mischance, he now remains apparently in the hands 
of his enemies, but actually returned upon hie Father's 
hands, if not rather resumed by him, as too good for the 
benighted world, and as one who had staid in it too 
Jong already. For our heavenly Father often does like 
this; calling home to himself many a bruised reed, and 
many a tender innocent, that the world either had been 


1. The evangelists having quoted many passages from the pro- 
phets foretelling these events, it seems worth while to pursue 
their without interrupting the thread of this discourse, 
by appending to every scene their citation and record; with here 
and there a newly mentioned prediction, which it is hoped will 
not weigh the less for having escaped these artless historians, 
Dut rather give an additional weight to their testimony, by free- 
ing it from all appearance of an attempt to fabricate. What 
follows immediately will be found to relate to the first scene, or 
position of the great act of the Subject's self devotion. 












PREDICTION. RECORD. 


1. Awake, Osword, against | _ “But all this was done, 
‘my Shepherd, and against the | that the scriptures of the pro- 
man that is my fellow, saith | phets might be fulfilled. Then 
the Lord of Hosts. Smite | all the disciples forsook him 
the Shepherd, and the sheep | and fled” (Mat.xxvi. 56). 
shall be scattered,” &c. (Zech. 

xiii, 7)" 

“And I said unto them,| “Then Judas, which had 
If ye think good, give me my | betrayed him,” &e. 
price, and if not, forbear; so | And he cast down the 





‘+ The reraxining part of this prediction, to the end of the book, is 
coqaally striking with the forecited ; and the fist part of it (v. 8) having 
doen already verified, will yild the greater credit to that which follows. 











from Judai) 





“for us (tho sceptre having departed 
eects ee to death” (fon i 


may we judge from the conduct of the chiof priests 
‘and others at this mock trial, or inquisition rather, only 


‘for 


“nwerk; and more particularly from their answer to Pilate, 


‘meant to extort evidence and cntmup its object in bis an 
‘on his offering to refer the canse to them, “It ix not law 
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AR Aiecaieent oRsendyy stone Beenie dls SAE net 
fhotor, 

For as if death alone had been too light « poushnant 
‘for loving them so dourly, it must be accompanied 

‘every possible ignominy, and with abundance HEA 
ss well aa corporeal tortare, agrecably to the ancient pro» 
dictions almost literally repeated in anthentic records=~ 
where every cireumstance partakes of one purpose, and 
murky the care of divine providence for maturing the 
same, ‘The Subject’s humiliation and suffering would not 
have been complete without the assidaous endeavours of 
‘his enemics to that end, nor his glory without sullering, 
‘nor his Kingdom without glory, nor any thing as itshould, 
‘be, without overy thing ax it wax, Therefore to the die- 
credit of being numbered with transgressors, as before re- 
‘marked, other opprobrious and mortifying circumstances 


enumiertox. nnconD. 
4 And he was umber | And thore were also two 
With ‘the transgecsaors" (Tie | other malefetors led with hina, 
ii, 14). to be put to death” (Luke 
waa " xxiii, 32), " 


ww. "Save me, O God: forthe “ And when they were come: 


sme, They gave ime gall to | the rulers also with them des 
‘at; and When T'was thirsty, | rided him, saying, He sewed 
they gave me vinegar to | others, let him sure himaelf if 
drink.” (Ps Inix, 1. 20, &e.) | he be Christ, the chosen of 
My God, my God, look | God. And the soldices alee 
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faithful disciples, gathering courage from despair, are now 
come to take their last view of perfection; and a last 
mournful survey, as they thought, of its Subject. With 
‘those is also seen a weeping train of the gentler sex; led 
on by a particular sympathy, and emboldened by their 
devotion to the cause of an adored Benefactor, which, 
when sincere, is enough to embolden the most gentle and 
isresolute, Undaunted by the noisy multitude, undis- 
maycd by the terrible aspect of soldiers and weapons, this 
gentlo band, which the Subject had already noticed in his 
way hither, is now within sight of the cross, With a 
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‘and cant lots upon my vesture. | unto Jesus, Lord, remember 
But bo not thou far from me, | me when thou comest into thy 
O Lord: thouartmy succour; | kingdom. And Jesus said 
hate thea to help me!" (Ps. | unto him, Verily I say unto 
xxil, 1. 7.8.11, &c.). “Let | thee, to-day thou shalt be with 
them be desolate and reward- | me in Paradise. And when 
ed with shamo that say, Fie | Jeous had cried with a loud 
upon thee | flo upon thee!" | voice, he said, Father, into thy 
(Pa xl, 18). hands I commend my spirit; 
"Open thy doors, O Leba- | and having said thus, he gave 
non, that the flra may devour | up the ghost” (Luke xxiii, 
thy covdarn! Howl, fir-tece ; | 88—43. 46). 
for the cedar ia fallen; be- |“ Now when the centurion 
cause the mighty in spoiled: | saw what was done, he glori- 
howl, O yoorknof ashen; for | fied God, asying, Certainly 
‘vintage income | this was a righteous man. And 
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down, ‘There ina voice of the | all the people that came toge- 
howling of the Shepherds; | ther to that sight, beholding 
fir their glory in xpoiled—a | the things which were done, 
volee of the roaring of young | smote their breasts and re- 
lowe ¢ fi ‘of Jordan | turned. And all his acquaint 
Wn npoiled” (Zech. xi 13). | anco, and the women that fol- 


lowed him from Galilee, stood 
afar off, beholding these 
things” (Luke xxiii, 47—49), 
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alse othe pecalar iviaty by ibs owt of 
or aterlikty we ‘volition, or of pares te! 
i he was deprived of the comfort of the Father's pre 
as ¢ promised He would do (John x. 18, &¢.), and 
to have done by all the evangelists (Matt. xxvii. $0, 
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that there was no judgment ; and he saw, that there was 
ho man, and wondered that there was no intercessor— 
Therefore Ais arm brought salvation to him, and his 
righteousness it sustained him” (Isaiah lix. 15, 16). 
Agreeable to which is also that prophecy of David's, I 
will preach the law whereof the Lord hath said unto me, 
“Thou art my Son: this day have I begotten thee” (Ps. 
ii. 7); and likewise the saying of St. Paul, “To wit, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself” 
(Cor. II. v. 19). Like good shepherd, what was in his 
heart he preached, and what he preached he lived, and 
what he lived was God in Christ—the incarnate Word, 
the only begotten Son of God. “All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray: we have tured every one to his own way ; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” 
(leaiah liii. 6). ‘The beloved Son, in whom he was well 
pleased (Mat, iii. 17); the Son who had never offended, 
was the person to suffer and deserve, to please and ap: 
pease for all. This is the effect of the Subject’s suffering, 
¥. g. atonement. 

In every regular system, whether it be of divinity or of 
any other science, we generally find some leading point 
or feature; some one more implicated with the rest than 
either of those to which it is related. It shall be perhaps 
such a point in that system as the comer stone is to a 
building ; in which the whole being fitly framed grows 
up as it were together. Such a point in Christian di- 
vinity is the atonement of Christ, or the effect of his self 
devotion: it is indeed the very essence of Christianity : 
it is that by which Christianity must either stand or fall. 
I do not hold, however, with some, who justly asserting, 
that nothing less than a divine sufferer could atone for 
the sins of the world, go on to found on this petition an 
argumentum a priori in favour of his divinity, which is 
otherwise proved. For it may be enough to know, that 
an innocent person, @ person who was perfectly, and not 
partially, innocent suffered in this case; which is more 
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the like; though it ix said, “ He hath poured out bis 
soul unto death”—which looks more like an allusion to 
hin volantary and miraculons expiration om the eros, as 
recorded by St. John (John xix. 80), Ido not may 
thot such objections as these Aare been raised'on the at 
thority of the sacred text, but only mention them to shew 
what miscoustructions that text i linble to. 

1, So it may bo waid, that | efeclpesoae 
appear to sinction other modes of reconciliation besides 
the atonement; as, c.g, by a general amendment of life 

and 


{Micah vi. 6, &e.)y—while in other passages some single 
grace only shall appear to compensate for a bost of 
erimes; as that of charity, e. g, according to St. Peter, 
where he says, “and above all things have fervent cha- 
rity among yourselves:,for charity shall cover the multi 
tude of sine” (Pet. 1. iv.8). Upon such mistaken views 
cof thelr authority, it may be an easy matter for people te 
riies objections against the exclusive merit of our 
tarlochenananee tient and I rather snspect, that there are 
‘still some of the Christian denomination weak enough to 
‘imagine, that repentance with acts of charity and other 
“ fruits moet for wpentance” (Mat. iii. 8), may be a satine 
factory atonement for past offences, without any regard 
to our Sariour's—This is certainly a capital error; 
Pvorrra.n peielonniergreapmnrpesron mo 


pentose ftrmay appear incredible, that: the.only 
‘begotten San of God should ever devote himeclf, as he is 
said to have done, even for the whole human mice, to say 
nothing of the minor, though moro particular object of 
his own country and nation; this may soem incredible to 
some who bare never felt in any eminent degree that 


reign 
‘lao worthy ef- divine ambition, or-of the ambition of 
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44—xviii, $1, &o.), and—2. in a relation of thono stops 

‘and circumstances by persons who had tho best oppor- 
tunity of knowing their truth. 

it The coincident evidence will consist, 1, in the pre= 
‘sence of a watch set on purpose to prevent imposition; 
2, in the tontimony of eyo-witnonses of the fact, who wero 
tendy to vouch with their lives for its occurrence as pre- 
dicted—being, not one witness only, nor of only ene 
exhibition; but many witnesses, and of repeated exhibi~ 
‘tions of the fhet; as St. Paul Wkewisc remarks in one 
place, where passing over the first, he says—after men- 
tioning how tho Saviour died for our sins, was buried, 
and rose again the third day, according to the Scriptures, 
“that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve— 
After Ghat he was seen of aboyo five hundred brethren at 
once: of whom the greater part remain unto this 
(says he,) but some are fallen asleep—After that he wns 
seen of James; then of all the apostles—and last of all, 
ho was seen of me, &o." (Cor. 1. xv, 1, &e.)—This is a 
very remarkable accumulation of coincident evidence on 
tho subject: which alko couxixts, 3, in the anthentic hix- 
tory and record of this evidence; nor by one writer only, 
nor by two, but by four express biographers in the four 
spaced ss il hous, a6 ons eect 
tho occurrence, and among its cye-witnesses, 

Ht, The consequent evidence will consist, 1, in the un 
shaken profession of these and other il theres 
‘after, to the end of, and sometimes at the expence of, 
‘their lives. 

‘Such may be mentioned as evidence of the faet of the 
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Jhy. them who heard it as appears from the sacred record 
(Mot. xvii. 22, &e.—Mark ix. 82—Luke ix. 45). And 
how could, it may be asked, how could the prediction be 
understood, when it varied so in repeating with respect 
4p the assignment of dates ; foretelling at one time that the 
Speaker's resurrection should happen after a three days’ 
and three nights’ interment; as it happened to Jonas 
(Mat. xii. 40; xvi. 4—Mark viii. 81—John ii. 19); at 
‘smother time, that it should be on the third day after that 
event (Mat. xx. 19—Mark ix. $1—Luke xviii. 93); by 
which the date would be accelerated a whole day, i. e., 
twenty-four hours, happening then or in that case just as 
wre have it set down in our creed? Therefore, supposing 
the prediction to have been really uttered, and often re- 
peated, being so contradictory at the same time, it could 
‘not be understood; and if not understood, it might as 
well not have been uttered. This may be alleged for one 
abjection: while to pursue the train—for we need not be 
afraid — 

14, With regard to the observation and history of this 
particular resurrection, people may say, if they choose, 
that there is as little evidence in this, as in its prediction 
owing chiefly to the different account that is given of the 
event in each of the four gospels, being, 1, in St. Matthew 
‘@ disclosure to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary by a 
glorious angel then descending, and rolling away the 
stone from the mouth of the sepulchre and sitting upon 
it; the keopers at their posts shaking for fear,—2, in St. 
‘Mark the disclosure, probably to the same two Marys ; the 
stone rolled away, and a young man (or an angel in that 
form) sitting within the sepulchre on the right side ; but 
nothing said about the keepers,—8, in St. Luke, disclo- 
ture to the same with the addition of Joanna; the stone 
yolled away, and two men standing by them within the 
gepulchre in shining garments—nothing said about the 
keepers,—4, in St. John, disclosure, first, to Mary alone— 
only tho stone being rolled away ; second, to Peter and 
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garden, and Nicodemus, a chief ruler of the Jews, all 
¢loarly his favourites, and there is no saying how many 
more—admitting that by their help or contrivance Jesus 
had escaped from his sentence and his shroud, would not 
his appearance afterwards to the watch be enough to 
frighten them and send them a running into the city with 
a, hundred idle prodigics to justify their deserting their 
post? It is also remarkable, that no other evangelist 
but St. Matthew says any thing about the watch. And 
in hort; whether there was such a watch or not is very 
immaterial on all accounts.—Lastly ; 

1v. Admitting what these objections go to disprove, 
the general fact of the Subject’s resurrection, the most 
wonderful particular, that of his rising substantively, or 
‘by his own act and ability, still remains to be proved, and 
is also liable to objections even in the sacred text; it 
being clearly intimated in some passages, that the Sub- 
ject was not raised by his own act simply as implied in 
others (Jobn ii. 19, &c.; x. 17, 18—Cor. I. xv. 4, &0.) ; 
nor by God generally, as in others (Acts ii, 24, &c.); but 
specifically by God the Father alone (Rom. vi. 4.) ; which 
seems a flat contradiction of this his self-resurrection, and 
by consequence, of the part altogether. 

So much for the objections, which either have been or 
may be made to the probability of this accident, the 
resurrection and se/f-resurrection of Jesus Christ, by those 
who are indisposed towards his doctrine whether they be 
Jews, deists, or atheists: and I do not think that I have 
been sparing in their recapitulation; however, I know, 
that I have not omitted any intentionally. 

IV. Let us now hear what may be said in answer to 
what has been objected; and, 

1. To that respecting the futility of the evidence of the 
Subject’s own prediction, through its not being under- 
stood ; v. g., that if they to whom the prediction was im- 
mediately addressed did not understand it, some who 
were equally concemed in this information, though not 
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-uiut, differently or agreeably, we know that the fact has 
‘been recorded by many ; and by some challenging, as we 
Ibave seen, the authority of other surviving eye-witnesses 
(Gor. I. xv.6). And however insignificant an host of 
silent witnosses with repeated exhibitions of the fact and 
Gily @ few speaking or writing for it may appear to some 
ebjectors, as all resting on the testimony of a fow at 
last, I cannot help thinking myself, that only one coe- 
taneous history—one history, I mean, coctaneous with & 
challenge of five hundred silent witnesses, or of the sur- 
vivors of five hundred with the acquaintances of the de- 
ceased, must derive some credence from the same. Ifa 
writer at present should describe any supernatural occur- 
vence as happening under his observation, you must think 
it would be the right way to confute his report at once, 
supposing it false, if he should signify therein at the samo 
time, that many others—not to say, the greater part of 
five hundred, now living—had witnessed the occurrence as 
‘well as himself, For admitting, that three parts of these 
witnesses were dead, we should naturally expect a con- 
tradiction of the report, or a challenge at least, from some 
quarter in a case of this kind. 

111. With respect to the objected collusion between Pi- 
Iate and others, with the insufficiency of the watch, &e., 
I assent to the objection so far as this, v. g., that wateh 
or no watch would not signify in the case. For if there 
had been no watch on the night of the preparation, the 
disciples could hardly have managed the removal of Je- 
os without detection, from the vicinity of the tomb to 
Jerusalem, and the general interest there prevailing on 
account of its sacred deposit. It was very unlikely, that 
the enemies of the Subject, who had taken such pains to 
{procure his unmerited execution, should so soon have re- 
Jaxed their hatred and vigilance as to afford an opportn- 
hhity for his escape or removal in the short space of two 
‘hights only. And with respect to the alleged opportunity 
of the first night, if the chief priests and others had not 
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only: Son, i theonly ono to rise substantively by his ows 
inherent power and Godhead, ax much as Traiah prophe 
siedy and Pan) preached, and Jesus taught, each, by him- 
self—being at the sane time “all taught of God, as it is 
written” (John vi. 45). “ No man can come to me (s 
the Son) except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
and J will aise him up at the last day" (Ib. dd): 80 
that to, raise ‘one porson is not more. than, to convert 
anothers Indeed it is all one as to its offset; and he who 
misee Jesus is the same who raises others, ¥. go himself 
smodiatély and the Father originally: as he said, “1 am 
‘the resurrection and the life” (John xi, 25), whieh St, 
‘Paul very naturally accounts for, where ho tells the ebureh 
at Rome, “Lf the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that rained up Christ from the 
dead tiall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
(being also the Spirit of Christ) that dwelloth in you" 
soAnd now that I lave answered such objections to the 
fiet of the Saviour’s resurrection as vither havo beens or 
‘seem Likely to have been, made with their answers) 1 
shall niention, with their answers also, one or two that 
‘may: also have been, but do not seem likely to have been 





y. Hf, e.g any one should be inclined to doubt the 
fact, he must suppose cither that the evangelists who havy 
rwcoriled it were impostor, or that they were themselves 
imposed om If the first, of course he must wonder how 
pertons who had the ingenuity to invent such a tale could 
‘not manage to finish their imposture by a better ealea- 
Jation, #0,a8:to Jeave no. difficulty about it, like that which 
we have had to contend with, Or if secondly, an eb+ 
Joctan would sather look. upon the evangelists themmalves 
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particularly in stooping from his exaltation to the neces- 
sities of his friends and others; for however high the 
Subject’s new station, his humility does not even there 
forsake him, but only becomes the humility of a superior 
—properly termed condescension. In general, the first 
thing that men do on rising in the world, is to forget 
their friends and chastise their enemies; his first object 
on joining the Father, was to receive an abundance of 
grace, or, as it is said of gifts, for both; v. g., grace for 
his friends to improve by, and for his enemies to repent. 
It is thus that children of particularly bland dispositions 
are seen to use their interest with parents in favour of the 
household. And hereupon it may be said of the Subject 
as it was of his Father, “The Lord’s name is praised 
from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the 
same. The Lord is high above all heathen, and his glory 
above the heavens. Who is like unto the Lord our God, 
that hath his dwelling so high, and yet humbleth himself 
to behold the things that are in heaven and earth?” (Ps. 
exiii. 3, &c.) 

‘And thus, as it appears from St. John, that the Subject 
was virtually in heaven while he resided personally upon 
earth (John iii. 18); so from the forecited and other pas- 
sages we may clearly infer, that he is still virtually upon 
earth, while he resides (if I may so say) personally with 
the Father in heaven, and showers down from thence his 
blessings on the people, coming “down like the rain into 
fleece of wool, even as the drops that water the earth ” 
(Ps. Ixxii. 6). Such is the ubiquity of perfection, and the 
perfection of ubiquity ; of which we may have a plain 
experience if we know the Subject, having our “fellowship 
with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ” (John 
1.i. 8), And we find it as easy to comprehend his virtual 
Presence on earth, during his personal abode in heaven, 
‘as the ability of a teacher to reign in the hearts of his 
disciples while he stands before them, or if he stands any 
where else, perhaps not in the same country, nor living, 
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God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Ps. xxii. 1. 
Matt. xxvii. 46, 50). 

To apprehend, how the life and light in the Son of 
God is extended to mankind, and a way thus opened for 
us to favour and acceptance with a more genuine feeling 
or perception of the God-head, we should recollect, how 
being separated from that life, light and perception by 
the demerit of one dear primogenitor, we are restored to 
the same again by another more dear—being by the grace 
of God what we are throagh both; men by Adam, God's 
children by Christ—born of that in the flesh, of this in 
the spirit—of that to sense, of this to wisdom and virtue 
—of that to death, of this to new life, in short—‘ For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” 
(Cor. I. xv. 22). So that we have now in strictness two 
mediators; being one for death, and the other for life. To 
this last, or the mediation for life, all our religious offices 
refer: there is not, properly speaking, one in which it is not, 
or should not be acknowledged—praying to God, serving 
him, being accepted by him, justified and sanctified— 
all in, by and through Christ, as the Character or Image 
of God from which our notion of him is derived, and the 
power by which that notion is applied as well, present, 
indeed, the main design, peculiar drift and distinguish- 
ing feature of Christianity among other institutions. 

Referring to this mediation, and the change to be in- 
ferred from it, as just intimated, a man who is baptized 
into Christ does not present the same person when he 
says I, as he presenjed before: for being identified before 
with the evil principle which he inherited like a leprosy 
from his birth ; whenever he said I, before, he meant the 
evil principle—an enemy and alien both to God and man; 
but now he means Christ, the issue and delight of both. 
Before baptism if he said, I will do good, it was the same 
as to say, Evil shall do good—if, I will serve God, the 
same as if his enemy should say it. 
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uch like objections I have not time to speak: I have al- 
ready bestowed as much time on objections and objectors 
too against the person and doctrine of Christ as they de- 
served; and having said enough of his enemies, allow me 
now to speak a good word for his friends; I mean the 
poor inoffensive people, who are commonly overlooked 
by others, but for whom the Lord of all appears to 
have always entertained a particular consideration. 

The transition from obligation to duty is so natural, 
that we can hardly speak of one without recurring to the 
other. And indeed I should Le very deficient, were I to 
dismniss the consideration of Our Saviour’s mediation and 
ministry without a reflection on the goodness that decreed 
and the love that sustained it; with the retum that God 
has a right to expect from all for the blessings which he 
so gratuitously bestows upon us. 

For it must be evident to all, that we could have no 
claim on the Creator before we had any being; and there- 
fore that it is all gratuitous, whatever he may be pleased 
to bestow on us; and had he been pleased to station us at 
the foot of the whole creation, instead of the top of this 
nether world, where he was pleased to hi 
still have had cause to Le thankful, inasmuch as our ob- 
ligation to his Lounty must even then have been equal to 
all that we had. But consider now, in what dignity we 
exist, and how many present sources of happiness and 
enjoyment the bountiful Creator has opened to us; inso- 
much that whether in sleeping or in waking, every na- 
tural motion of our frame, both corporcal and intellectual, 
is attended with pleasure, and some are with unspeakable 
satisfaction. Every day he recruits our Lodies with the 
dainties of the carth, and our minds with intellectual lux- 
Iso he, “ Who giveth songs én the night ; who 
teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh 
us wiser than the fowls of heaven” (Job. xxxv. 10. 11). 

And when our mortal part has been disordered by sin; 
when its motions are no longer pleasant, equable, and 
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and he baro the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors” (Isaiah lili. 11, 12). 

‘Thus it appears how the most exalted Power on earth, 
(for no other potentate could ever compare greatness with 
Messiah's only in its earthly portion), how that power, 
I say, was combined by the Subject's ministering and 
auffering on account of others. As for suffering; that 
God cannot, though one may with him—but having pro- 
posed the Son as an example of ministering upon earth, 
as he now mediates for us in heaven, shall I carry the 
parallel still farther? shall I run the same to its very ex- 
tent, applying it to the Father himself, to the Highest 
Power there, and say, Even as God himself ministers to 
the wants of his poorest creatures, the greatest Lord and 
greatest servant in the world that he has created?“ For 
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. v. 
45). What a glorious criterion does Christianity afford 
us of moral worth and perfection ! 





SERMON XI. 
JESUS, ADVENT. 


“ Yenow therefore have sorrow; but I will see you again, and your 
Iheart shall rejoice.”” John xvi. 22, 


‘Wuen every thing was ready for our Saviour’s departure 
hence, or for his return to a better country, and the dis- 
ciples were duly apprized of it at the last supper, which 
he gave and instituted in commemoration of this mournful 
event, the self devoted champion it scems had no small 
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tion of that sort in the death of a friend who while he 
lived had not so much as a place to lay his head in (Matt. 
viii, 20), although there was something for them to gain 
by his departure ; and he did not forget to mention it, 
“In my Father’s house are many mansions” (said he; 
and that was coming to the point), “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it were not so I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you,—and 
if 1 go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also” (John xiv. 2, 8). In the mean time 
it was a great present comfort for God's servants, under 
the privation of the society of a beloved Son, to have 
the benefit of his good offices with the Father —“ Verily, 
verily, I say unto you (said he), He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also, and greater than 
these shall he do, because I go unto my Father. And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son” (Ib. 12, 18). 
‘We should think it much to have with one in highest 
authority so weighty and zealous an advocate as we have 
with the Father in Jesus Christ the righteous (John I. 
ii, 1): 80 one should think: but it seoms the disciples were 
still inconsolable; therefore, Jesus continues, Because 
T have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth ; It is expedi- 
ent for you, that I go away. A little while, and ye shall 
not see me: and again a little while, and ye shall see me, 
because I go to the Father” (Jobn xvi. 6. 7. 16). This 
was some consolation, one should imagine, for the dis- 
ciples: yet so stupefied were they with grief, that they 
could not tell what to make of it. “ What is this that he 
saith unto us? (said they among themselves). A little 
while, and ye shall not sce me: and again a little while, 
and ye shall sce me; and, Because I go to the Father? A 
litdle while? We cannot tell what he saith” (Ibid. 17, 18). 
‘There was in that “Little while” a mystery that the 








‘sider distinctly, making as it were two sorts of advent, 
ontisiary Just mentioned, and extraordinary of which 1 
am still to spewk, both tending to the same purposes, but 
‘the latter more decidedly. Of this latter sort are—1, the 
Dirth of tho Subject; 2, his resurrection or return from 
the grave; and 3, bis reappearance from heaven, being 
the samme with the very Tast day. 

In general we make no account of more thon two ail 
vents; the first, that of our Saviour’s birth, of which T 
have spoken before; the second, that of his mappearinee, 
of which Iam now speaking. Itis ofthe latter that David 
prophesios when ho says, * AU they that go down into the 
dust shall kneel before him ; and no man hath qaickened 
ix own soul” (Ps. xxii, 30); also, Isaiah, when he sys, 
“ Behold the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the carth for their iniquity! the earth also 
shall’ disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her 
slain" (Isai. xxvi. 21); and the Subject himself, when he 
speaks * of the Son of man coming in bis glory, and all the 
holy angels with him” (Matt. xxv, $1), being the same, 1 
presume, as what he means by of the Son of ina 
‘uppearing iti heaven (1b, xiv. 30). Foralthoagh the Sub: 
ject comes to us sceretly every day, yet when he shall 
appear openly he must needs be presented in some evi- 
dent form or sign, and with suitable accompaniments: 
this, therefore, is to bo his sign and retinue, or as nearly 





eit the Day of the Lord, ee 
‘eminence ; and: justly too from the cireumstences with 
which it ix wttended. 1 shall have occasion to recur to 
this doctrine again in my reply to the objections agen Ning 
against itz but at present the difficulty is to fix this 
‘ourrence on the wheel of time, of rather on its Tast thirn, 
giving the sume thereby a relative or local existence — 
Ave there are difficulties on this head—very serious 
culties, too notorious to be hidden, and teo sérious' 
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“ But the end of all things is at hand. . . For the time is 
come, that judgment must begin at the house of God, and 
if it first begin at ws, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God?” (Pet. I. iv. 7. 17). 

6, By St. Paul writing to the Thessalonians thus, “ For 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the tramp of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first—then toe which are alire 
‘and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord” (Thess. I. iv. 15, &c.) Well, too, 
having such an expectation, might the same apostle con- 
sider the age in which such mighty revolutions were to 
‘occur as the last of the world, and talk of it thus :— 

7, “God who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things,” &c. (Heb. i. 1, 2). 
And again, 

8, Speaking of the same person, “ But now once in the 
end of the world, hath he appeared, to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men, 
once to die, but after this the judgment; so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation ” (Ib. ix. 26, &e.). 

In short, the final coming of Christ to judgment, and 
for the other purposes before mentioned, pending his own 
generation, is not a chance, solitary, nor random pre- 
diction; but occurs, either directly or indirectly, in the 
Gospels, Acts, Epistles, Revelations,—i. e., through all 
the New Testament. So that, admitting the genuineness 
df these Scriptures, there can be no doubt of the assertion 
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sample of these aggravations ought to accompany the 
objections; which I shall give in the same order as the 
assertions to which they relate: and accordingly, 

1. Beginning with the Subject, it may be observed, 
how much he arrogates on his prediction of the disputed 
event being uttered on the Father’s authority (John v. 20), 
and not on his own (Ib. 81), or, as we should say, of his 
own head ; which renders his assertion the more pointed 
and deliberate, while its fallacy at the same time is not 
founded on any general expression, which may be done 
away, but on two or three very stubborn and precise in 
the forecited passages; as, 

1, In the first of them, that Immediately after; which 
is an indubitable clause in the original, and cannot be 
reconciled to the event by any hypothesis that has yet 
been produced, No production can be more positive, no 
failure more clear. 

2, ‘The word AU occurring in the same, and likewise in 
the fourth quotation, is another expression too hard for 
any reasonable digestion—“ This generation shall not 
pass away, till all these things be fulfilled,’ The hour 
is coming in which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice.” This one word is a bar to every solution, 
and will require some exertion or some help to be got over. 

‘Then for aggravations of this error by the Subject’s 
disciples may be cited, 

8, One by the evangelist St. Jobn, in his gloss upon 
the Subject’s saying about John’s continuing until his re- 
appearance; which saying itself was not very direct— 
“Tf I will that he tarry till I come” (John xxi. 22) (not 
meaning from the grave, of course), said the Master: and 
when the disciple's tarrying or continuance to the real 
period began to be doubtful, the same disciple (or some 
one for him) observes accordingly, “Yet Jesus said not 
unto him (Peter), He (John) shall not die; but if I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?” (Ib. 23). 

4, St. Peter's sophistical evasion of the imputed mi 
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prediction after the time for its accomplishment was 
passed ; and if the second generation of Christians could 
have erased from their books any mistake so palpable as 
this has just been represented, no doubt they would have 
done it; but if they could not alter their record in one 
respect, it is fair to infer that they could not in others, 
and consequently that the said books were handed down 
to the third generation by the second, nearly as they re- 
ceived them from the first with all their faults. Therefore, 
admitting only this one object to be answered by the pre- 
sent, and the possibility of a mistake in the reader instead 
of the text, it will not be much, if we go on to suppose, 
that the ambiguity was intentional, and a work of truth, 
notwithstanding any misconception attending it; as we 
find continually by vulgar superstitions and prejudices, 
which are left to the development of time and cultivation. 
‘We may observe, from Genesis to Revelations, how dif- 
ferently the Spirit dictates from any human genius, and 
should learn to interpret accordingly. God, or his Holy 
Spirit, may not inform, any more than he directs, “in 
the words which man’s wisdom teacheth ” (Cor. I. ii. 13), 
and what man will pretend to teach him, how, or what he 
ought to speak? If he commands one to kill his son 
(Gen. xxii. 2), and another to rob his friends (Exod. xi. 
2), may not he send a third upon a wrong errand, the 
word being justified in either case by the speaking, and 
shewn to be just and merciful by the event ? 

But we should not call every errand trong that is 
eithcr not precisely enforced or not clearly delivered, as 
in this case, e. g., which may be divided accordingly into 
two parts, one respecting the delivery of the errand, de- 
nunciation, or promise, the other respecting its enforce- 
ment or performance; and perhaps between the two a 
solution will be found for the difficulty by which we are 
opposed. I shall mention the part respecting the delivery 
first, as the first part of my expected solution. 

1. This first part consists in the eupposal of a miscon- 
ception on the part of those to whom the denun 
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have justly forfeited their confidence ; but on comparing 
every point they might have been satisfied, or at least we 
may, that he neither evaded, nor falsely answered their 
questions altogether; but fairly met and truly answered 
them in every respect, if we may judge from experience, 
‘even to the destruction of the world, and his last coming, 
or the last day as it is more frequently callod; except as to 
the age or period of its occurrence, which he could not 
specify, because, ax he suid, “ OF that day and that hour 
Knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father" (Mark xiii, 22), 

‘To prove this assertion, I have only to state the soveral 
questions, with their respective answers, not as they were 
understood by the disciples, but as they were given by 
the Master, beginning from the rain of the temple, and 
proceeding, as nearly as I can imagine, according to the 
‘speaker's intention: thus, &. g., we have, 


2. Questions on Ixcipewrs. | 4. Axiwens, on Sioxs ay 
Tine. 
1. Respecting the doxtruc- | 1, Persecutions and troubles, 


tion of the temple, together | both peeuliar to the diciples, 
with its signs and circum | and common to them with the 


stunces, which constitutes the | rest of thelr 
sum of one period. 
Matt. xxiv. 3, &e, | Romans and planting of thelr 
before the 


ADVENT. 29 


2, What shall be the sign of 
thy coming, and of the end of 
the world? 

Ibid. 





5. Preaching of the gospel 
thereupon abroad, while Jeru- 
salem is trampled under foot 
by the Gentiles. 


1, More intense affliction 
than any that have been men- 
tioned with a more general 
preaching of the gospel, v. g 
in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations (Ib. 6. 14). 

2. To which are now added 
some very preternatural and 
decided evidences; as e. g., 
“Immediately after the tribu- 
lation of those days (v. gy 
uring which the gospel is 
preached to all nations) shall 
the sun be darkened, and the 
‘moon shall not give her light, 
and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken.” 

$8. And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven," &c, (Ib. $0, &c.). 

4. But with all these signs 
of the period, the precise mo- 
ment, or day and hour of the 
last coming, and of other 
mighty events thereby desig- 
nated, will still be very sudden 
and unexpected (Ib. 36, &c.). 


Understanding what may be called, the delivery of our 
Saviour’s errand, in the manner now proposed, will enable 
us to reconcile two distinct predictions on the subject, 
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occurring in one gospel, St. Matthew's, and both charac- 
terized too by one decided circumstance, the preaching of 
the Kingdom, but with this difference, v. g., that accord- 
ing to one prediction, this preaching within the confines 
of Israel, and according to the other, without was to be a 
sign of the Lord’s coming. I need not stay to insist on 
the importance of this distinction ; but as the effect of 
the preceding collation is to exhibit the doctrine or ap- 
pearance of these two advents in one view, I shall now 
consider them distinctly ;—the first in a more superficial 
way, as less liable to objections; the second in a more 
critical way, as before signified. 

1: Respecting the first of the forementioned advents, 
Our Saviour tells his apostles, who were sent to preach, 
saying “ The Kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. x. 
7). “Verily I say unto you, ye shall not have gone over 
the citics of Isracl, till the Son of Man be come” (Ibid. 
28). Upon which it is natural to ask a question or two; 
as first, what may be here meant by the Son of Man 
coming? in order to answer another question, ¥. g. 
secondly, whether the apostles did go over the cities of 
Inracl preaching, before the Son of Man was come? Or 
whether, e. c., thirdly, the Son of Man was come in the 
manner intended before they were gone over the cities of 
Isracl, according to his prediction ? 

By the Son of man coming, we will understand for 
this time a double commission, v. g., 1, his mild coming 
for grace; 2, the terrible for resurrection and judgment: 
and then, 1, we shall find for certain the coming of the 
Son of man for the first purpose by his Paraclete, mini 
ters and ordinances, and for the second by the resurrec- 
tion of his own body “and of many bodies of saints which 
slept” (Ib. xxvii. 52); 2, we shall find for rery pre~ 
aumable, that the apostles did not go over the cities of 
Israel in the manner described before his so coming} par- 
ticularly as they were soon after his resurrection positively 
interdicted from proceeding any farther upon their divine 
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the natives of the earth still slumbering in their dust, 
shall rise simultaneously, and together with the living as 
suddenly be changed (it will all be the work of an in- 
stant), v. g., from corruption to incorruption, and from 
mortality to immortality (Cor. I. xv). 

In other respects too, besides the aggravated symptoms 
now mentioned, this latter period or instance of the Sub- 
Ject’s second advent, will be like the former; as particu- 
larly, 1, in that his coming to mankind and his drawing 
them to himself are all one in this instance as in that: 
and whether he descend to the earth, or raise the dead 
renewed before his heavenly throne for judgment, this 
awful meeting will in effect be still the same. 2, That the 
coming of the Subject to mankind, or his raising them to 
himself, will be effected in this as in the former instance, 
purely by the medium of the Spirit. He is proposed as 
giving life to all who are associated with him at all times; 
in life, by faith and feeling, or by spirit and sentiment, 
in death by a new corporeal existence—as he says, alluding 
to the former, “ Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day” (John vi. 54); and alluding to the latter, “ He 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live” (Ib. xi. 25)—and as St. Paul says in allusion to 
both, “ If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you” (Rom. viii. 11)—of which advent 
and resurrection the most striking instance was seen in 
the coming of the Lord Christ to raise as it were, 
himself from the dead. “ For to this end (says the same 
apostle) Christ both dicd, and rose, and revived, that he 
ight be the Lord both of the dead and the living” (Ib. 
xiv. 9). 

This doctrine of a double prediction in a single reply 
of the Subject, one being fulfilled and the other fulfilling, 
goes a great way towards solving the objection to which 













































































it to be 
questioned, if any one ever came up to Confucius before 
such wisdom and graces were personally presented in 
Jesus Christ. 

‘And there was a teacher who did not forsake the people 
Wke Pythagoras: but the people have forsaken im for 
lying ranities—forsaken Confucius for Foé; the prophet 
of ‘Tien and disciple of Yao and Chun for the prophet of 


it in said, of this demon of the Red soa being introduced 
by mistake into China, whorw he was more agreeable to 
the multitude than Confucius, or Josus himself, the ob= 
ject intended, would hare beon. 

¥. Itis 10 be hoped, that the reception of Zoroaster it: 


‘during the interim that precedes the dawn of revelation, 
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consequence, insomuch as to strike us sometimes with an 
awful sense of the divine wisdom, which displays itself in 
their selection. Of this the action just recited is a par- 
ticular instance. “‘The Dove came in to Noah in the 
evening with an olive leaf in her mouth!” Nothing can 
appear more insignificant; while in fact, nothing perhaps, 
was ever more fraught with interesting and agreeable as- 
sociations than this passage will appear to be, if you look 
beyond the letter of it. 

T do not hold with those who are for spiritualizing the 
bible throughout, and finding some mystical ecnse in every 
verse; in order, as they pretend, to evince the depth of 
divine revelation, but as one would rather suspect, to 
magnify their own ingenuity. For if every dispensation 
that contains a profound moral or some mystical allusion, 
was to be considered mercly as a fable devised by the 
Holy Spirit for our instruction or amusement, where were 
the terror of God's judgements to enforce what he reveals? 
On the other hand, when any thing does lie behind the 
curtain, any sublime truth or useful precept, it cer- 
tainly behoves those to withdraw it who are able, that 
others may enjoy the benefit of the discovery with them. 
Some things are plain enough in themselves, and need no 
explanation; the matter is, to know what things are not, 
and to make them as plain as we can, 

I consider the deluge altogether (as St. Paul considered 
the relation of Hagar and Sarah, Gal. iv. 22, &c.), like an 
allegory delivered in facts—an edifying story, and yet no 
fable. For God Almighty, in his zeal to enlighten and 
reform mankind, has not restricted himself, to any par- 
ticular mode of communication; but teaches us by signs 
and wonders as well as by revelations and commandments: 
—with his hand he teaches us as well as with his voice— 
whatever he makes or does is instructive to those who 
love instruction. 

And what the Providence of God before ordained for 
this purpose, the stewards and ministers of his word have 














204 THE DOVE AND THE OLIVE, 


1, The animate parties in the scene of the deluge, and 
in the particular incident of the same, which I have un- 
dertaken to describe, are chiefly these:—v. g., 1, Noah 
with his family ; 2, a great variety of creatures, including 
8,a raven which Noah sent forth of the ark; and 4, a 
dove, the particular object of our present attention, which 
Noah also sent forth more than once; and 5, the lost 
world—all, whether man or beast, besides Noah and those 
who werc with him in the ark—the inanimate parties, if 
may so call them, being 6, the ark of gopher wood ; and 7, 
the waters of the flood, the parts and circumstances of 
which may be thus stated, v. g.:— 

2. Noah, it appears, was, first, one who “found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord”; nexthe “was a just man, and per- 
fect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” 
(Gen. vi. 8, 9); i.e, as his guide—following God's com- 
mandments. I will hereupon beg you to observe the ne- 
cessary order of cause and effect in the way of salvation. 
Noah first finds grace, and by that means righteousness, 
and by righteousness, salvation, I will beg you to ob- 
serve this order; because some, indeed many, are apt to 
invert this order of cause and effect, by supposing very 
erroncously, that corrupt nature can find grace by right- 
cousness, grace not preceding. For had that been pos- 
sible, Noah would not have preached to so little purpose, 
« when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah while the ark was a preparing” (Peter I. iii. 20), 
neither would Noah’s ark have floated alone in the uni- 
versal deluge 5 “For all flesh had corrupted his way upon 
the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all 
ficsh is come before me, for the carth is filled with vio- 
ence through them ; and behold, I will destroy them with 
the carth,—Make tl:ce an ark of gopher wood ” (Gen. vi. 
12—14). 

‘When God declared, that he would destroy all flesh 
with the carth, it is evident from the result, that his mean- 
ing was general, and not precise with respect to cither. 
‘The surface of the carth was to be dreadfully tumbled, 
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upon the earth: And Noah went in, and his sons, and 
wife, and his sons’ wives with him into the ark, be- 
cause of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of 
bensts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God 
had commanded Noah. And it came to pass afler seven 
days (another remarkable period), that the waters of the 
flood were upon the carth. And the flood was forty days 
upon the earth : and the waters increased, and bore up the 
ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And the waters 
prevailed, and wereincrcased greatly upon theearth ; andall 
the high hills that were under the whole heaven were corer- 
ed. And all ficsh died that moved upon the earth; both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping 
thing that erecpeth upon the earth, and of every man— 
all in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was 
in the dry land, died: and every living substance was de- 
stroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man 
and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the 
heaven; and they were destroyed from the carth, and 
Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him 
in the ark, And the waters prevailed upon the carth an 
hundred and fifty days.” (Gen. vii.) 

It is remarkable how regularly the sacred historian has 
traced the progress of this all but universal desolation, 
which God brought upon the carth by reason of its uni- 
versal corruption ; and because, as before signified, “ all 
Gesh had corrupted his way upon the earth”, not by the 
sword, the famine, nor the noisome beast (Ezek. xiv. 
by any living instrument whatever; but by the material 
agency of the waters of the flood. By this powerful 
agency were they—i.c., all flesh that moved upon the 
earth, all in whose nostrils was the breath of life, and 
every living substance, if it could hardly be called a thing 
—all totally destroyed, only with the exceptions afore- 
said, and particularly of Noab, and those who were with 
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nents, and see if they have not been full fifteen cubits 
deep for many a year*, Look at home, and sce if any 
rank or class in society is more exempt from trouble than 
the rest. Are not our high hills sapt by the tide of luxury 
and torn by the waters of strife; and may not the ralleys 
exclaim from beneath, “The deep waters of the proud 
are gone even over our soul”; “I stick fast in the deep 
mire, where no ground is: I am come into deep waters ; 
#0 that the floods run over me. I am weary of crying”; 
—Out of the deep have I called unto theo, O Lord: 
Lord, hear my voice. 0, let thine ears consider well the 
voice of my complaint” (Ps. cxxiv. 4. Ixix. 2,8. xxx. 
1, 2)? Alas! the complaints of the poor are but as 
bubbles rising to the surface. They come a long way 
up; and only burst as soon as they come to light, with- 
out any further notice. But now, O man, look to thyself, 
whatever circumstances thou art in, and say if the waters 
be not come in even unto thy soul? Yea, I know they 
are—they must—thy soul is more than deluged—it is a 
perfect chaos, if thou be not in Christ with us. For “we 
Know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come; 
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is truc: and we are in him that is true, even in 
his Son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal 
life” (John I. v. 19, 20). 

Then I might insist om the ark of Gopher wood, which 
Noah and his family must have been some time in pre- 
paring, even with the assistance of “giants such as were 
in the carth in those days” (Ib. vi. 4): and which is now 
to reward their faith and industry ; rising proudly with 
them over the general inundation, and, by the com- 
Pression of its hemispheres into a region never before 
visited, perhaps, nor since, by any living creature, the 
royal cagle himself not excepted. 
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‘There she found it twieo, still xinking: in’ the ‘allige. 
‘Sweet mossonger! But now, how shall wo suppoae that 
those were found within; who, on the other hand, ap- 
peared to be rising from the aire of vexation and trouble 
in which they had stack fast these 160 days, or more than 
Awelve months, reckoning the entire period of their con- 
finewent ? 

"This must have depended altogether on the quality of 
their faith, and particularly in reference to the covenant 
which God lad before established with Noah, When 
God: separnted this little community to himself from the 
‘vont of their species, and ordered them to embark tn one 
ottom, and place themselves under his protection, he 
oatablished a covenant with theit head or poneipal, eom- 
taining many great and precious promises: and they who 
thonght most of these promises were now most tranquil 
and composed, we may be assured, on the yrospect of 
their approaching deliverance as they had been before in 
the lwight of their trouble ; and for the same reason—be- 
‘cause they still looked beyond it, Yet they mast all have 
stood in ample need of comfort after so worere atrial : 
and a comfortable sight, indecd, it must have beew for 
thom, when the auspicious Dove prescated herself again 
at the window, bearing this time in her mouth a tokeo— 
joyful token, “that the waters were abated from off the 
earth”: and not only 60; but that the earth, afler all the 
havoc that had beon snade of it, had still or would have, 
some green thing left upon its surface for the support.of 
oman life, 

‘Having thus deduced the subject that J proposed to 


placod before their imagination, 
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at present is the evidence it affords sometimes of ancient 
truths: in other respects that Janguoge is, eren in the 
wanton style of poetry fast wearing out; and in sober 
prose, quite obsolete. 

If we would sce the medium or emblem of the Dove 
ba rs toad act err 
which the deluge, ax 1 hare already observed, is 
significant cod take ona tna pia 
banks of Jordan: where John was baptizing when there 
came One * from Galilee to Jordan unto John to be bap- 
tized of him: and when he was baptized, he went up 
straightway out of the water: and lo the heavens were 
‘opened unto him; and he saw the Spirit of God descend- 
ing like a dove and lighting upon him, And lo a voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased” (Matt. iii, 19, 16, 17). 

‘This river-scene, if not so terribleas the scene of thedeluge 
is oqually or more interesting to the spiritual observer on 
‘many accounts: in particular it affords 0 nearer and mone 
circumstantial view of the Saviour and salvation than is 
found in Noah, in the ark, and in the augury just de- 
scribed. For her was not a mero shadow (like Noah and. 
the rest) of good things to como; but the very image 
(Hob. x. 1), being Christ and his church, with the Spirit 
‘of God descending in the midst, Here was an occasion 
‘that places the amiable dove in « very different light from 
‘that in which it is represented as an humble captive (and 
justly in such a case), dragging the chariotawheels of lust 











sigue and cublems by which it has thought fit to repre 
sent itself to the human understanding: and which may 
vory well be, considering the unchangeable nature of the 


‘uw. With regard to the other cmblom of the Spirit, the 
clive leaf bofore mentioned ax more properly applying to. 
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vidious comparison. For it is not likely, that any one 
beast, whether clean or unclean in a religious view, was 
mufered to enter the ark in an unclean condition: and if 
God théught fit, to bestow a larger proportion of the 
clean beasts than of the unclean, as we find, it was in 
respect to the convenience of man, and not in respect to 
the cleanness of the subject. 

2, But any imagined preference by God among the 
creatures that he thought fit to preserve, is rendered more 
questionable by the equal return of the Dove, and equally 
with a token of peace to all, or at least to Noah for 
them. 

It necessarily happens (and so they will find it soon or 
Inte) that all who have escaped the dangers of the flood, 
must have a sense of their deliverance so far, if they 
should not be perfectly emancipated and admitted to the 
highest privileges of God’s houschold. If they are de- 
livered from the effects of the divine wrath, they cannot 
Dut feel it some time or other. And as soon as they begin 
to have any satisfaction and complacency in themselves, 
they will also begin to feel some confidence in God, and 
to taste that “peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing” (Phil. iv. 7). Beloved (says the apostle) if 
our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to- 
wards God” (John I. iii, 21). But all have not the same 
calling nor the same joyful assurance: we have not all 
the same faith; have not all the same proficiency in 
Christ. Therefore some shall be crowned, while others 
barely escape. In the church, as formerly in the ark, 
there are Shems, there are Hams, there are Japhets; 
God himself knows best, who they are, and the last 
day will make it appear. “For we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ” (Rom. xiv. 10).— 
And what sober man considering the mixture that is un- 
avoidable in so large a community as the church of Christ, 
would ever think either of precluding from the minor and 
subordinate advantages which Providence has been 
pleased to bestow upon this blessed community, as ho- 
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ut, And now; what farther instruction can we derive 
from the event of the delugo but gratitude to the all-wise 
and merciful Director of it, for having rescued us from 
the general destruction which the guilt of our first Pa- 
rents and itk consequent depravity would have brought 
upon the carth? “To tho Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against him; 
noithor havo we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God to 
walk in his laws which he set before us” (Dan. ix. 9, 10). 
Mo never punishes his children but with a view to save— 
he nay correct ; but will not cast us off: we are not of 
wo little account in his estimation. He created us in the 
first placo for his love; and endowed us with an heart to 
love him in retumm, and a mind to comprehend his per- 
fections, that there might be a mutual understanding and 
reciprocal affection, And if he chastens us ever to make 
tux the moro worthy of dis love, he accompanies his chas- 
tixement at the same time with marks of tenderness and 
ncilintion, that ours might not yield to despair. Or 
jends any measure for our advantage, he fails not 
to apprize us of the same by types and revelations won- 
derfully combined that our tribute of love might be forth- 
to repay his kindness—so great is the account he 
hex of it. And shame it were for us indeed, if we did 
wot “love Ado with all our heart, and with all our soul, and 
with all our strengt md with all our mind” (Luke x. 
27). ‘To whom in the name, &c. 

























Let way thecofare, ax minny aK be perfect, be thus minded: and if in 
indesl, God shall reveal exen this unto you.— 
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Anointed, as it is generally understood, we should think 
the proposition ought to be reversed, and the sentence 
stand thus, For thine Anointed’s sake tum not away the 
presence of David. 

But leaving these critiques, there may be no impro- 
priety in our remembering David and a part of his trouble 
in pursuance of the forecited supplication, “ Lord, re- 
member Darid and all his trouble:” which part, how- 
ever, will not comprehend the anxiety that he felt on ac- 
count of the building there mentioned, but of a succession 
of troubles that occurred before the Psalmist had leisure to 
think of “aplace forthe temple of the Lord, an habitation for 
the mighty God of Jacob ” (Ps. cxxxii. 5); and particularly 
while ho was an unjust object of royal displeasure and a 
severe sufferer from its attempts; being driven up and 
down and hunted from place to place like a beast of prey, 
or (as himself observes) “ like a partridge on the moun- 
tains”"—exhausted one while with hunger and fatigue, 
another while in danger of his life from the snares of his 
entertaincrs or the sword of his relentless persecutor; at 
all times a refugee from the inheritance of the Lord; com- 
pelled to drag on a heathen existence among strangers, if 
not to conform in show or appearance to their idolatrous 
worship (Sam. I. xxvi. 19). A mild man himself and 
“of a fair countenance” (Ib. xvii. 42); a shepherd, a 
scholar®, and a poot: highly endowed in short, with the 








© 1do not immediately recollect any authority for assuming that David 
was beholden to letters for his accomplishments, beyond a single quotation 
of his in a ter; when he says to Saul, after having caught him so 
providentially in the cave at En gedi (Sam. I. xxiv. 1, &c.), and given him 
hia life, only cutting off the skirt of his robe privily by way of token, (for 
him afterwards severely,) “ The Lord judge be- 
tween me and thee ; and the Lord avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall 
not be upon thee. As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness pro- 
‘ceedeth from the wicked ; but mine hand shall not be upon thee (Ib. 12, 
13); ut 1 think ft very prem that both David and Solomon were 
earners an well at inventors, and 
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bis power, and it rusted with himself to ond all his troubles 
at once by striking at their root, he startled at the idea, 
withdrew his hand, and ehose rather to pursuo his hard 
fate w the last extremity. “'The Lord forbid (suys he) 
‘that T should stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's 
anointed” (Sam. 1. xxvi. 11), ‘There must neods have 
appeared something very atrocious in such an action, oF 
very terrible in its obvious consequences, to deter our 
example 90 readily from undertaking it for his own pre= 
servation and interest, What should hinder him now 
from redressing his own grievances at once, and opening: 
himself a way to honour and scourity through the blood 
of his royal captive? Or if that measure seemed too 
atrocious, as well it might, indeed, what should hinder 
him from enjoying a settlement and security—perchanee, 
weulth and dignity, among bis country’s foos, the arise 
tocratic Philistines? Could not he fall upon Judah with 
his daring band ax well as upon “the Gestrarites, and the 
Gearites, and the Amalckites —old inhabitants of tho land 
as thou goest to Shur, even to the land of Egypt” (Ibid. 
xvii, 6)? and by that means effectually confirm Wirmvelf 
in the good opinion of Achish and others, till he had an 
opportunity of becoming ax great a Jord as any of them? 
Or, if this sould seem too flagrant and outright, could 
‘not the man spare himself and his followers an oceasional 
fant by falling upon the flocks of his peaceful neighbours, 
10 a8 to verify the saying, “He laid his hands wpon such 
an be at peace with him, and he brake his covenant® 
(Ps. Fr. 21), instead of pructising those toilsone ad 
dangerous inroads upon the cnemics of Israel? What, 
eg should hinder David from culling now and then a 
particularly good sheep ont of the folds of such « ehvrl as 
Nabal, the rich man of Maon, instead of keeping his 
perty of every sort im the wildernoss, the property 

who wns cure to requite him evil for good (Sam, J. xxv. 
21)? Or, on the other hand; if Heaven had deereod him 
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Jindy cout:uues dew ummm. cansing me to dislike at the 
same tiwe. ue u matte: of coum. every principle im myself 
that does ye: corremmmne wok: bis image—~ casting down 
Muayinurns. aud evers inh thing that exaleth itedlf 
ayeut the kuowledg: i God, apd bringing into cap- 
tivity every thoaght 16 the chedience of Christ” (Cor. 
Wan) 

‘Von was all just as it should be. and very different from 
that vain balance 
J, hy actting their good deeds, as they are pleased to 
call thom, aguinst their evil. But David's clergy perhaps, 
wood they some others, would never hare allowed 
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was mad at the time, he was then like one of the elders 
whom Daniel so seasonably detected : and Daniel's reproof 
to one of them on that occasion would almost apply to 
the king,—“ O thou seed of Chanaan, and not of Judah 
beauty hath deceived thee, and lust hath perverted thine 
heart” (Sus. 56). But when the sunken patriarch came 
to himself, what did he not suffer? With what shame 
and sorrow did he confess his extraordinary guilt to the 
only Being to whom he was accountable! How did he 
wear himself out with repentance sooner than the recol- 
lection of his offence ! 

“ Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great good- 
ness (said he): according to the multitude of thy mercies 
do away mine offences; wash me thoroughly from my 
wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknow- 
ledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.” “I am 
weary of my groaning. Every night wash I my bed and 
water my couch with my tears. My beauty is gone for 
very trouble” (Ps. li, 1—3, vi. 6, 7). 

2. Having thus mentioned one great fault of David's 
by way of sample, I shall now mention one ‘ittle fault, as 
it would seem, with a similar view, i.e., merely by way 
of sample ; because I observed that he had the character 
of some little faults as well as great ones. And this fault 
shall be one, that many would mislike more than a great 
one, like that just mentioned ; thinking, perhaps, that the 
man after God’s own heart could not display his usual 
magnanimity, though enjoying the full vigour of intellect, 
on this occasion: I allude to his conduct in bringing home 
the ark, For while David thought the same might prove 
a dangerous present, he could send it to Obed-Edom ; but 
after he had heard of its beneficial influence in the house 
of the Gittite, “ and it was told King David, saying, The 
Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that 
pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God” (Sam. II. 
vi. 12), after hearing this, he would needs go himself 
and bring up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
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thone whe, have it. the greatest comfort thet can Be ima 
gine? It is a comfort to know that we have'a just and 
equitabie government amoug us, capable of securing 10 
every man Lis particular enjoyments: it is = comfort to 
see carelves surrounded by mumerous relatives ; whose 
countenance might strengthen our inward cowage, and 
make us respected abroad —particulady if we mumber 
among them oor parents, those natural guardians whom 
all the world cannot detach from our interest: it is also = 
comfort to have a respectable lixt of friends; whove advice 
or assistance mizht be recurred to in ease of need; 
whose conversation may serre to bezuile our weary hours; 
whose society in short, has a charm either to alleviate 
the cares or to eahance the pleasures of life. Yet these 
comforts are all embittered by the recollection of their 
uncertainty. ‘The wisest government on earth is subject 
to corruption and decay. Our parents and kindred will 
die: our friends will forsake us: and sooner or lator all 
our earthly relations shall be dissolved. If then the com- 
sideration of them, precarious as they are, be attended 
with such satisfaction; what satisfaction ought we not to 
find in a genuine sense of religion: which is not a single, 
uncertain, or imperfect relation, but the sum and pef- 
fection of all; which docs not depend on frail and impo- 
tent men, like ourselves, but on a Being infinitely pow- 
erful, wise, and good. 

Iisa treasure; it isa heaven to those who possess it, 
It is something to be proud of indeed: as it assures us of 
our acceptance with God. It is the divine mandate, that 
requires our services; the commission, that authorizes our 
every actand deed; the spirit of adoption, whereby we ery 
Abba, Father. 

We feel that we are the children of God because he 
has adopted us. And none but those whom he has 
adopted can feel this sense. ‘Those whom he has rejected 
for their misconduct, and abandoned to their corrupt in- 
Glinations, can never persuade themselves, that they stand 




















330 \ "DAVID IN-THE DESERT, BTG:! 


sires, but generally something better. And nothing can 
happen amiss to him, because he endeavours to make the 
best of every thing. 

Affliction. My brethren! we are much beholden to it. 
It is affliction that teaches us to know ourselves, to feel 
for others, and above all to observe our dependence on 
God, to acknowledge His unremitting kindness, to thank, 
to love Him. It is the engine by which He raises our af- 
fections from inferior objects to Himself. By constantly 
feeling the emptiness and uncertainty of all sublunary en- 
joyments, we come at length to despise them, to hate our- 
selves for pursuing such trifles, and to aspire after more 
solid happiness in the fruition of our God and Saviour. 

‘Thus a few more years roll on perhaps, and perhaps not 
without some present rejoicing for the righteous, even in 
this troublesome desert. Then comes the period for set- 
Uloment—for the adjustment of the account between them 
and their persecutors before the tribunal of Christ (Matt. 
xxv. 81, &c). ‘Then will the persecutors wish, that they 
had rather been the persecuted. ‘Then will these parties 
begin to change places: those with shame, to take the 
lowest room; these, to go up higher. And, as David took 
the kingdom after Saul, so “ the saints of the Most High 
shall take the Kingdom, and possess the Kingdom for 
over, even for ever and ever” (Dan. vii. 18). 
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wa and i peiviga 5 Wid wee atte 
Sere aan ems 
viflontion, or mafety, or any thing elie, forthe: gince of 
.God.wchich leaieth us to this * baptism of repentance ist 
Aho remission of sins” (Luke iii 3), 0 le ome 
ouAndif the ond or effect of baptism be bo hemoirabhe, 
‘the means ordained thereto by the good pleasure Of Dim 
who bestows it, eamiot be otherwise. | Whatever Gail 
uppoints to us asa means of grace, ix honoured aind wutie® 
tified by his appointment, and becomes therewpom a mint! 
ter of the greatest moment, whatever it inay be—if- 
only a drop; and that from Abana or Pharpar” 

¥2 19}, if God should think fit, as soon as fron he! witht 
of Jordan. But the most honourable, 

lovin to be a minister of groce, and not the mute 
only~to apply the water with our hands, and 

its ballowod influence to disperse the filth and 

sinfal habits, in which all partake and with which wate. 
fear, axe completely incrusted; to detach wen from thilit 


\\'Eikis loteethis, honourable, happy, laa 
‘now confined to a single individual, the Ikinsman md! 
of onr Lord, Wherefore be might welt Bie 
ranked among the champions of the kkingdons ‘wid! tit’ 
iw the highest class, as indeed he was by the 
thority, ithe Marshal of the heavenly fields: the: f 
life, tho Captain of our salvation, who wtiled hint dire 
than a: prophet.” " For this is: be (adds that authority) 
of, whom it is written, ‘ Bohold L send my messenger! bes! 
fore thy, face, which shall. prepare thy way before thee!” 
Verily Lsay, unto you, among them that are born! of 
women, there hath not risen a | ome than Johan the” 
Maptist’ (Matte xi..20,111)60° erin) Ook)» oo ome Sie 
“Bob whether ho acquired his Jionourable epithets fron 
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jected; disallowed, as imptoper subjects by-the- Baptist 
‘And if in moving the rubbish, we should happen to fid 
some document relating to the subject of baptism, thet 
might otherwise have lain unperceived, I trust the. dit 
covery will not be disagreeable, nor yet very surprising, 
For the subject is extensive indeed, and one that-eanndt 
bo easily exhausted. vorw 

1. It is not a grateful part by any means to notice persons 
like those who were rejected by the Baptist on this ‘oo 
casion, though it seems necessary, as they are noticed-by 
Scripture in its account of the transaction. For-it men« 
tions particularly, that when John, after baptising others, 
“saw many of the scribes and Pharisees come to his bep- 
tism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, whb 
hath wamed you to flee from the wrath to come? Brinig 
forth, therefore, fruits meet for repentance: and think not 
to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones: té 
raise up children unto Abraham” (Matt. ifi. 79)... It 
was necossary, therefore, to set aside this generation af 
‘vipers, whoso presence disturbed the ceremony before the 
Baptist could attend any longer to its proper objects with 
that equanimity and devotion which the nature of the e+ 
remony required. on 

‘There wero then indeod at Jerusalem three partios-af 
vipers, as John very justly stiled them, all equally rancoreas 
and diabolically addicted, and therefore equally ill suited 
to this scene of penitence and confession, however they 
teh adom the temple, the synagogue, and the courts 

s+ the Sadilucees, the Pharisees, and King Herod, 
with ther respective trains of dupes and sycophants; 
though it docs not appear that the courtiers or Herodiane 
condescended to come out with the rest on this occasion. 
However, be that as it may, John would have none of 
them, notwithstanding they boasted generally and per- 
haps all equally, of having Abraham to their father; and 
that for several reasons, . & 
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ana repemess for dissobation; and is then, not born again 

acc that were a most seasonable relief; but born hell- 
ward. oe which is the same thing, unborn, 20 as to be 
deyeived of every good imgredient, and lose its stock, or 
Ye unsphered like “ the angels which kept not their first 
ewtate” (Jude 6). Was it a seed of Abraham; it is not 
Abraham's now: was it a child of God; it is not God's 
wow; but a need of the serpent, a child of the devil, and 
une of the generation of vipers, as before signified. 

1 call this a new doctrine, or a new constraction how- 
ever; and less revolting to decency, if not more rational 
whan that of an infernal commerce to which our traditional 
corruption has been foully imputed. But as for those 
Pharisees, or Scribes and Pharisees, who boasted their 
descent from Abraham—had Abraham's only son been 
like one of them, I trow, we should have heard nothing 
more of the promise: but it would have happened between 
God and his people according to David's deprecation, 
“ Is his mercy clean gone for ever? and is his promise 
come utterly to an end for evermore?” (Ps. Ixxvii. 8). 

For if we read sometimes in Scripture, and especially 
in the Epistles of St. John, expressions that seem to fa- 
your an opinion of the infallibility of God's children, such 
exprossions are to be understood in a particular sense, or 
with limitation; and not generally, as applying to all who 
ay born of God in the line of Adam, or of Adam and 
\traham; as the Scribes and Pharisces appeared to un- 
swestand their paternity, when they answered Our Saviour, 
© Woe be not born of fornication: we have one Father, 
gw God” (John viii. 41); conceiving, perhaps, that if 
yWev wore born of Abraham and without fornication, they 
wort be, 0 all intents and purposes, “ children of God;” 
swuntal, tte doubt, to the same partiality and indulgence 
doom hiw, ac that with which they regarded their own 
ogni aud wteured of his choicest blessings as well by 


Yeveship ax by promise, 
Ya that cam, the said Scribes and Pharisees would be 
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enjoyment of the promises in a future static: but how 
the Scribes and Pharisees were inclined towards the 
promises, may be deduced from their rejection of the 
promised sced (Matt. xxvii. 22, &e.), and turning their 
backs on the Word—“ Have any of the rulers, or of 
the Pharisces believed on him?” (John vii. 48), said they 
—No; it was not likely: and that the Baptist pro- 
bably forcknow. 

Such wer these men for consistency ; and such were 
the fruitn of their supposed infallibility! 1 am verily 
persuaded that tho Pharisees and Seribes or Sadducees 
came not to be baptized with any sincere intention : 
Int, like w yencration of vipers as they were, merely 
for the mike of a name, or some other secular, sordid, 
and pitiful purpose, And as John was not bound to 
baptize them, he put them back, or as many of them 

put back, when they came to be baptized —For 
might have admitted some of the best, even 
of the Heribex and Pharisees, to his baptism, on giving 
thom a severe reprimand, and receiving from them satis- 
tokens of humiliation and repentance. “O ge- 
pera (nays he), who hath warned you to flee 
from the eerath to come? (You who do not believe in a 
future state?) Bring forth therefore fruits meet for re- 
pentance; and think not to say within yourselves, We 
have Abraham to our Father: for I say unto you, That 
God ix able of theso stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham, And now also the axe is laid unto the root of 
the treos: therefore every treo which bringeth not forth 
xood fruit in hewn down, and cast into the fire. I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that 
cometh after me is mighticr than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: ho shall baptize you with the Holy 
(host and with fire: whose fan is in his hand; and he 
‘will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
tho garwor; but he will bum up the chaff with unquench- 
able tine * (Matt, iii, 712). 
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paths straight. And the said John had his raiment of 
camel's hair, and a leathem girdle about his loins; and 
his meat was locusts and wild honey” (Matt. iii. 8, 4). 
‘When he had nothing to eat, the girdle was to keep him 
from sinking, but he could not be utterly famished, as a 
more honourable death was reserved for him. No har- 
binger could ever be more suited to his master in circum 
stances; no Christian more independent of circumstances 
in the sequel of his life, or enjoy a greater share of the 
true Christian freedom. 

For it is evident likewise, that John's discourse was as 
free and careless with regard to interest as his conduct— 
he cared no more what he said, than he did for what he 
ate or drank; let who would hear him: as he took no 
thought for his life, so neither for the good will of those 
who had the power of it. ‘There were three predominant 
parties at that time; all of whom, in a worldly sense, it 
was his interest to keep in with,—the religious factions, 
the court, and the crowd: one, under Herod and his 
wife—one partly under the Sadducees, or the High Priest 
with his dependents, and partly under the Pharisees ; all 
commonly divided against each other, but heartily united 
against the truth—and you have heard how the Baptist 
conducted himself towards each of them. 

‘To so much resolution and candour in reproving in- 
veterate sinners the Baptist added, what is not often 
found in reprovers, a real concen for beginners in the 
paths of vice, and a powerfut mode of reclaiming them; 
50 as to merit the title of Guardian and Preacher too, if 
all other titles had not been swallowed up in that of 
Baptist, on account of the peculiar distinction it brought 
him, as before observed. And after he had been judged 
worthy to baptize the Prince of life, it may be thought 
little to say of such a one, that the church, wishing to 
uphold this paramount property, which the apostles call 
aggnoia (Eph. vi. 19, &c.), regards him os an example 
for her ministers in the way of speaking the truth and 
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that which the testator (if I may sc call him) ascribed to 
those improper applicants, the Scribes and Pharisees 
(Jobn viii. 44), with their boasted paternity. Here we hare 
akey to unlock the meaning of different expressions in 
Scripture which seem to imply the presence of such infalli- 
bility somewhere, if not in the Scribes and Pharisees ; as, 
e. g., that of St. John—* Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him, and he can- 
not sin, because he is'born of God” (Jobn I. iii.9). And 
what should be meant by the seed of God, we may collect 
from another expression of St. John’s, “In the beginning 
was the Word, &c.” (John i. 1), and also from our Sa- 
viour's parable of the sower; on which he expressly de- 
clares, that “ the seed is the Word of God” (Luke viii. 11). 
So the infallible children of God may be stated as those 
who believe in Christ, being born of his Seed or Word, 
and in whom his Seed or Word remaineth ; “ being born 
again (as St. Peter expresses it) not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible—by the Word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass wither- 
eth, and the flower thereof falleth away ; but the Word of 
the Lord endureth for ever : and this is the Word, which 
by the Gospel is preached unto you” (Pet. I. i, 28—25). 
Agreeably hereto St. James also says, after observing how 
“every good gift, and every perfect gift is from abore, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights” (Jam. i. 17), 
or information, “Of his own will begat he us with the 
Word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures” (Ib. 18). And hereupon we may presume, 
that however truly the Scribes and Pharisces alleged their 
descent from God by Abraham, and consequent tile to 
the promise, they were not within the comprehension of 
that paternity, which would secure them from such prac- 
tices as were incompatible with either. In short, if they 
were children of Abraham, they were only born of blood, 
and of the will of the flesh, and of the will of man ; but 
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Spirit” (Ib. 12, 18). Upon which he presently after adds, 
“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in parti- 
cular” (Ibid. 27). 

You see, my brethren, the relation in which we now 
stand with respect to God and the saints who are glorified 
with him. It is a relation that the greatest princes may 
be proud to acknowledge: because it is more honourable 
to them than all their personal consequence. It honours 
them, by shewing what men like themselves are capable 
of—which is the true foundation of all relative dignity— 
and they who have no carthly honours to boast, may 
glory as much on this account as the most dignified per- 
sons on earth; standing, as we all do who have put on 
Christ, in the same relation to the powers above. “ For 
(as St. Paul writes to the Galatians) ye are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus—for as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free,” 
&c. (Gal. iii. 26, &c.). He had becn telling them before, 
“ that they which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham” (Ib. 7), meaning that Abraham who against 
hope believed in hope, that he might become the father 
of many nations, according to that which was spoken, 
“So shall thy sced be” (Rom. iv. 18). And if faith 
be their common principle, the blood, as I may say, 
of Abraham, aud none can be his children, though they 
should happen to be his secd, but such as inherit 
this principle, what a state are they in who do not be- 
lieve ! 

If any thing can avail to wean us from our ignoble de- 
sires and unworthy pursuit, it must be the consciousness, 
of this honourable relation: wherein “ truly (as St. John 
expresses it) our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ” (Jobn I. i. 3), according to the 
power of God (says St. Paul), who hath saved us, and 
called us with an holy calling; not according 10 our 
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‘own you here.—Go, your relations are among the evil 
spirits. For hereafter, disowning will be a necessary con- 
sequence of degeneracy. 

Ido not wish to cast you down, my brethren, by the 
prospect of so terrible a calamity as your rejection, not 
for a day, not for a year, not for an age, not for any time, 
but for eternity, by your own parents, brethren, and par- 
ticular friends, by all that is good and estimable in so- 
ciety, by its brightest ornament, our glorious Redeemer; 
and by God himself, who is glorified in him John xiii. 
81), But still I cannot help putting the supposition of 
such a case, that you may consider it afar off, if it be so, 
and obviate the danger, if it be possible. For as it is the 
intention of the ceremony which has now been proposed 
and exemplified, to bind you to your best connexions, 
whose names are written in the book of life, so it is my 
duty, in imitation of the eminent minister whose example 
has also been proposed, to admonish you, candidly and 
diligently, of the terms on which you stand with God and 
his household ; to remind you of the happiness of a steady 
communion with them, of the misery of its total disso- 
lution. Again, therefore, 1 entreat you, my brethren, do 
not rely entircly on the greatness of your connexions ; 
but while you cherish the fond remembrance of those 
dear departed saints whom you have either known or 
heard of, and while you glory in their works, let it be 
your constant endeavour to shew yourselves worthy of 
them, and to prove by your practice that you are indeed 
« fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of 
God"—that you have put on Christ in fact, as well as 
profession, and not, as many do, like a new piece upon 
an old garment (Matt. ix. 16), but that you have also put 
off the old man, to put on the new (Col. iii. 9, 10). ‘Then 
you need not fear any rent in your social habit, nor re- 
jection on account of its discrepancy: but that which you 
‘assumed as your baptism will last you as long as you live, 
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but also of something that demands his own particular 
attention. “The words of the wise” are in this case, as 
I may say, to continue the metaphor; like goads for the 
shepherd, as well as the sheep, given or applied. by one 
Shepherd, which is Christ, the incarnate Word, and will 
needs be felt accordingly. 

For here we are reminded not only ofa most interesting 
accident for the Kingdom, but also of a most interesting 
part for ministers or curates in relation to that accident. 
I say, that accident, though there are properly two acci- 
dents here implied, v. g., gathering together towards an 
object, and covenanting with the same; because one being 
related to the other, as its mode or condition, they both 
may well be considered as one accident; which is the 
gathering of the saints who have covenanted with God. 
‘Therefore I shall consider this gathering es the substance 
of the accident here spoken of, and the covenant as its 
mode or condition, beginning with the substance. 

I. And this is truly one of the most remarkable ac- 
cidents of the Kingdom of God upon earth; as we have 
also reason to expect, that it will be one of the last: 
while the frequent, I might almost say, unceasing allu- 
sion to the same, and to the dispersion of which it is a 
consequence, appears likewise to be one of the most in- 
teresting features on the face of divine revelation. For 
the dispersion of God's people has not been a single oc- 
currence, but one often repeated, and that long before 
the volume of the Old Testament was wound up, to say 
nothing of the New, and likewise of later records. So we 
need not wonder to find in the Psalms and the Prophets, 
predictions of the gathering of Israel, corresponding with 
their various dispersions ; as well as of a general gather- 
ing of mankind, or, as it is said, of a remnant of all, cor- 
responding with their general dispersion from Paradise: 
in which general gathering, this unsettled race is to be 
included, and bear a conspicuous part. And if we can- 
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(Ezek. xxxvii. 21, 22): who, I need not inform you, was 
Christ. 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days that the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; 
and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem” (Isai. ii. 2,8). “One shall say, 
Iam the Lord's; and another shall call himself by the 
name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his 
hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel” (Ib. xliv. 5). “ Thou shalt call me, My Father, and 
shalt not turn away from me” (Jer. iii. 19). “ His domi- 
nion shall be also from the one sea to the other, and from 
the flood unto the world’s end. ‘They that dwell in the 
wilderness shall kneel before him ; his enemies shalt lick 
the dust. The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall bring 
presents; the kings of Arabia and Saba shall bring gifts. 
All kings shall fall down before him ; all nations shall do 
him service. For he shall deliver the poor when he 
crieth ; the needy also, and him that hath no helper. He 
shall be favourable to the simple and needy; and shall 
preserve the souls of the poor” (Ps. Ixxii. 8, &c.). “And 
the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many 
people, as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the 
grass that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of 
men” (Micah v. 7). 

‘These are instances of the aforesaid predictions taken 
from the Psalms and the Prophets; and if we go next to 
the New Testament or enlarged dispensation, we shall 
also find others on the same subject of a gathering unto 
the Lord, but not perhaps without the general character 
which I have mentioned. For when our Saviour uttered 
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subject ; or rather the vision of one apostle in particular, 
which is very eminent, as on other accounts, 40 especially 
on account of its representing the accomplishment of the 
era foretold by Our Saviour in the saying that you hare 
just heard repeated. 

The prophet who was favoured with this vision, and 
who has recorded it for our use, was chosen by Heaven 
for the sublimest purposes. But, so mysterious are the 
ways of Providence! the prosecution of his ministry was 
not more distinguished for the benefit it conferred on 
others, than for the troubles it entailed on him. To enu- 
merate these, or to give any adequate idea of them were 
not only needless but impossible at present, if one should 
attempt it; as all the documents left us of this venerable 
Apostle's life and works are nearly contained im the effect 
of his ministry. Mowever it is certain, that he was at a 
very advanced age in the island of Patmos; cut off and 
banished from the churches which he kad either planted 
or aided in their growth, but not from those heavenly 
communications by virtue of which he had succeeded s0 
far in his undertaking, and was finally enabled, like an- 
other Moses, to sce its object prosecuted and accomplished 
in succeeding ages. 

The account of his remarkable vision we derive 
from the prophet himself; and that in such terms, as 
to make us see it in a manner with him. It was on 
the Lord's day, and in the Spirit; as he says, “I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day” (Rev. i. 10). By 
which we may suppose, that he had entircly lost the 
recollection of every carthly object as much as if they had 
ceased to exist. He then proceeds to inform us of what 
he saw and heard respecting the church in its early state, 
and this may be considered as the first part of his vision: 
which I pass over as irrelevant to the part where he con- 
tinues, “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was 
as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come 
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Now the vision glows with other objects—Heaven, 
Earth and Hell are laid open to the prophet’s inspection ; 
and his eye, glancing alternately from one to the other, 
follows the messengers of God through all the vast affairs 
intrusted to their operation. Warin heaven and on earth; 
persecutions raised and fomented against the servants of 
God; plagues in every shape attending the enemies of 
justice and truth ; the most distinguished honours awarded 
to the faithful ; songs of gratitude and triumph resounding 
from all quarters; and, to complete the whole, a new 
heaven and a new earth, an universal Paradise worthy of 
him who gave,and of them who were to enjoyit, with rivers 
of life, and the tree itself restored to its original position. 
—Oh happy, happy period! How much to be desired by 
saints who now travail and groan beneath a weight af 
complicated woe, oppressed and persecuted by the world 
fom without, and more formidably assailed by their own 
infirmities from within ! 

Here the vision ends; the prophet comes to himself 
again, and all his troubles are renewed. The new heaven 
and the new earth, with all their perfections, fade upon 
his sight; that uniform company of saints escaped from 
tribulation is no more; the old polluted earth receives 
him again ; again the scene is chequered with good and 
evil; again the ways of Providence become mysterious; 
virtue Ianguishes, and vice exults in its prosperity 
“The tabernacles of robbers prosper; and they that pro- 
voke God are secure, into whose hand God bringeth 
abundantly.” “ Every one loveth gifts, and followeth 
after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth 
the cause of the widow come unto them.” “The righte- 
ous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart” (Job. xii. 6. 
—Isai. i. 23.—Ib. Ivii. 1). 

‘With what reluctance must St. John have retumed to 
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thering is in substance the accident which I have now 
chosen to insist on, so is church likewise in effect. And 
having at length considered the substance of that accident, 
as I should think, sufficiently for the occasion, I shall 
forthwith proceed to consider, as I intended, its mode or 
condition, being the covenant or sacrifice, as expressed in 
the conclusion of my text, “Gather together my saints 
unto me, those that have made a covenant with me with 
sacrifice.” 

IL, From this expression it will appear, that the cove- 
nant also has its mode or condition, as well as the acci- 
dent to which it relates, being that of sacrifice. And I 
apprehend, it has been a very ancient and general custom, 
not only among believers but also among heathen and 
idolatrous nations, to cement with this rite, with a liba- 
tion, or with both together, every sort of compact ot 
‘agreement, whether respecting pacification, alliance, ex- 
change, service, or any other business at which the Su- 
preme Being could be thought to preside, either as party 
or witness. And among ourselves (though we be not: 
very tenacious of old customs) it is still easy enough to 
trace the vestiges of this, particularly among the people, 
and that sometimes on occasions, that really do not ap- 
pear to deserve such solemnity. 

But the original and proper occasion of sacrificing, and 
from which all other occasions are evidently derived by 
the natural effect of imitation, is that of our covenanting 
with God himself: the manner or external ceremony of 
which is more uniform in the world than would be gene- 
rally imagined. 1 do not find, however, that the Chris- 
tian sacrament or manner of covenanting, though per- 
formed with more intelligence, has any thing in the ont- 
ward form and circumstances of it particularly striking, 
or essentially different from what has been the practice 
doth of Jews and Gentiles from time immemorial. The 
ceremony is begun with ablution or baptism: then the 
terms of the covenant are proposed; to which we first 
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up and down at random without knowing whom to fol- 
low, or what to desire, or “who will shew us any good” 
(Ps, iv. 6), and if our proper guide should deign to shew 
us the light of his countenance at any time, we are more 
dazzled and affrighted at the novelty, than delighted at 
the beanty of it, And not only for that; but because 
there is something whispers us within, that we are not 
worthy of a presence so pure. Bnt what aggravates our 
condition most and would make it truly desperate if God 
was not all goodness is, that while we are so averse to 
him, we are at the same time madly enamoured with 
his three notorious rivals, the devil, the world, and the 
flesh. We never should seek him—we should never de- 
sire him, nor serve him, nor rest or be at peace with him 
naturally. For in the course of this mad attachment to 
our Master's enemies it is impossible, that we must not 
have offended him continually in favour of each of them. 
We have been proud, rebellious, and malignant—we have 
hearkened to the blasphemy of the multitude, and chosen 
their approbation before that of our own heart; to say 
nothing of One, who “is greater than our hearts, and 
knoweth all things” (John I. iii. 20). We have hearkened 
to the suggestions of many a lustful and many a sensual, 
and many an exorbitant appetite; spurning for their sake 
the purity, peace, and intelligence to be bad by ruling 
‘our appetites according to the word of God (Ps. cxix. 9). 
‘There is no man living without sin ; “for in many things 
we offend all” (Jam. iii. 2). 

‘Therefore, understanding on the one hand, how it has 
pleased the divine goodness to admit or gather to its 
presence and enjoyment a remnant of all, as before signi- 
fied; which admission or gathering is always proposed 
under the form and obligation of a covenant, “ even the 
covenant that he made with Abraham, and the oath that 
he sware unto Isaac, and appointed the same unto Jacob 
for a lave, and to Israel for an everlasting testament” (Ps. 
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and our happiness, and also a throwing of ourselves in 
the way of it. The figure represents to us not merely 
“ the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the an- 
swer of a good conscience towards God by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ” (Pet. I. iii. 21). It represents “the 
sprinkling of our hearts from an evil conscience” (Heb. 
x. 22), and the assurance of faith which is like taking new 
life into us. It represents to us a total change of principle, 
—a change extending to the vital flame itself—to the very 
spark that animates and sustains us. We are here repre- 
sented in short, as dying unto sin and living unto righte- 
ousness—being stiff and impassible as it were to our old 
tormentors—the devil, the world, and the flesh, and hav- 
ing no longer any life or sense left in us but for God who 
is our perfection and happiness. And forasmuch as all 
this is not to be effected without opposition—for the devil, 
who is more grecdy of dominion than the vainest potentate 
on earth, will not let us go, we may be assured, if he can 
help it; the world will not let us go either ; no more will 
our other enemy, the flesh. Therefore, as one and the only 
way to mect 60 strong an opposition ; in this part of the 
symbol is also represented to us, sort of military engage- 
ment, wherein we covenant before God to stand by each 
other and dispute it bravely with our common enemy 
under the guidance of one common leader and “captain 
of our salvation,” the Principal and Mediator of the cove- 
; who was himself made perfect through sufferings 
(Ib. ii. 10); who has condescended to join his fate with 
ours, that ours might be joined with his; “ who knew no 
sin, but was made sin for us that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him”; who by the sacrifice of his 
death, hath overcome suffering, sin, and death, and opened 
unto us the way of everlasting life. 

11, And after all this, the one thing needful on a cove- 
nant for advantage will still be wanting. ‘The advantages 
or benefits that we have looked to are inestimable ; but 
what farther equivalent can we offer by way of sacrifice 
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admiwion into the divine presence. What we observed 
im thar sacrament was all privation, hurry. and suspense, 
ike the breaking np of a camp im front of an enemy, or 
ke the hasty departure of the Lsraelites out of Egypt: but 
here it is all enjoyment with contidence and calm delight, 
fa sabbath in Canaan; or upon a smaller 
siour after his manner compares it] 
the dignified serenity of a royal marriage feast, 
after all the cost in providing it and the trouble of 
bringing <o many quests together, by sending messenger 
upon mesenger to their houses, and even scouring the 
highways and hedges for many a halting ignorant wretch 
who ill deserved the honour intended him (Lake xiv. 15, 
1 where the bridegroom is Our Saviour, his bride is 
the charch, his dowry the creation, himself the universal 
spirit of a purified, incorruptible, and immortal body. 
And though this body is tom at present by an opposite 
faction, it shall be wholly his in time. ‘The opposition is 
already declining ; the bad I hope will soon be as bad as 
posible; { hope the bad will soon burn itself out, and 
nothing bat the good be left. 

‘Then; for the matter of the feast or the provision as 
represented in the sacrament by the simple type of bread 
and wine—it is such for quality as the table itself bespeaks 
it. For what is produced at the Lord's table must needs 
be food for himself ax well as his favoured creatures—and 
what but himself can be food for him who is self-existent? 
[tin not to be supposed that the great Creator “ will eat 
bull's flexh, and drink the blood of goats.” He crowns 
our ordinary board with excellent food, and daily cheers 
‘our mortal spirits with his dainties ; but what tongue can 
express, what heart can possibly conceive the quality of 
that celestial food, with which he cheers our immortal 
sonlx and imparts to ux his perfection and happiness—or 
in whnt term in it ponsible to convey any adequate idea 
of our obligations to himn on this account ! 

Hero in food for the understanding as well ae the heart, 
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love thee as we ought! Thou who art ears to the deaf and 
eyes to the blind, be eyes and ears to us this day, that we 
may see and apprehend and thankfully receive the bene- 
fits that thou hast purchased for us. ‘Thou who satisfiest 
the empty soul, and fillest the hungry soul with goodness ; 
ob, satisfy our empty soul with thy presence, and fill our 
hungry soul with all the graces of thy bright example ! 

T have now proposed to you, my brethren, both parts of 
what I intended, v. g,, of that grand accident, the final 
gathering of Israel, which is, in effect, the church, con- 
sidering 1, the substance or accident itself, and 2, its 
mode or condition; which accident I have also exempli- 
fied as in other instances, eo more especially in St. John’s 
vision of the church triumphent, But I cannot quit the 
subject without another word or two in the way of ad- 
monition ; particularly on the covenant. 

‘There are some libertines who will not condescend to 
accept in earnest the covenant which God proposes to 
thom ; ostoeming it absurd and even degrading in a man 
to bind himself by covenant to any one, God and his 
Christ not excepted, as long as he may onjoy his own free 
will and opinion. And sorry I am to observe, that such 
libertines do now compose a pretty numerous class in 
society. It is not now the kings and rulers of the 
carth only that stand up and take counsel together against 
the Lord and against his anointed, saying, “Let us break 
their bonds asunder and cast away their cords from us” 
(Ps. ii.8) ; the infection is not confined to rank, but their 
subjects and dependents are as bad as they. “Yes, the 
very abjects do come together against them, making 
mouths at them” (Ps. xxxv. 15). To expose this infatua- 
tion, to withdraw the veil of projudice, and set this import- 

extion in a fairer light, is the object of what, by 
ine permission, I am now about to attempt. 
Bo it observed, then, that these licentious advocates for 
free-tcill aro much mistaken in their ideas of it—they 














982 THE GATHERING; OR, ST. JOHN'S VISION 


there are some who would serve, if possible, both God and 
Mammon. But as this cannot be done, they hold to 
one of them, and despise the other ; nay, they will even 
covenant with one, and give the other all the benefit of 
their good services; which is done every day (the more 
the shame) by many a professing or pretended Christian, 
“Unto whom God hath said, Why dost thou preach my 
laws and takest my covenant in thy mouth ; whereas thou 
hatest to be reformed (which is the express purpose of 
his covenant) and hast cast my words behind thee ?” 

Indeed the enemies of the Lord will always be found liars 
(Deut. xxxiii. 29) ; they are full of inconsistency and self- 
contradiction, and always falling from one disagreeable 
dilemma to another—because their evil genius does not 
rule them by fair agreement but by flattery; so that they 
never know where to find him. Oh, it is a grievous bond- 
age they endure! It is a yoke that God most just and 
holy lays upon his enemies and those who will not stoop 
to his covenant; because that God will not suffer a state 
of neutrality to exist in his infinite dominions. If you 
will not be his, and rejoice in the light of his countenance, 
you shall be his enemy's, and smart for it in outer dark- 
ness, where “shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matt. xxv. 30). 

I lately suggested an idea of St. John’s probable dis- 
appointment on the retirement of his flattering vision : but 
it is possible to imagine even a livelier disappointment 
than the holy seer's. It appears that St. John was raised 
in the spirit to the heavenly scene which he contemplated 
—Come up hither”—he stood on equal ground with the 
objects of his admiration. But imagine on the contrary a 
being endowed with the same nature and called to the 
same expectations as St. John, to whom it may be said 
hereafter when this vision is realized, Come not up hither ! 
Keep off! “ Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter : 
for thy heart is not right in the sight of God” (Acts 
viii, 21). 
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twdeginning; andthe hope of alt flfioadyRuWeveraNP 
defined, towards Oue object and comditiods!“Eh6A ean 
shew us wonderful things im thy rightecamiken, OB APOR 
owt salvation ; thou that art the hope'ef aif (edna Gr 
the earth” (Ps. Ixv. 5)—“ As for nie; will: beHGIa RAY 
présence in righteousness: and when F wake"up'afteh ty! 
Iikenose, I shall be satisfied with it” (Ibid. xvii. 26) i899" 
It is a material point with his ministers, to keép alt) 
thé recollection and influence of this ultimate hofe ton 
earth by all means, without suffering an indoleht. 6? ad” 
perstitious devotion to rest or spring up on any by: WhieRt 
sech recollection and influence may be promoted.” ' Fa 
all the temples, mountains, and groves—all the stdsies}? 
Jares and penates, graven images, pictures, ‘ahd rehes* 
that were ever frequented, or thought of, or regarded eet 
offer nd object of devotion like the abstract-.of "ed" 
fathers”, or “ people”, which is combined in the esti.” 
leetion of present, passing, and preceding generatioHiad= 
“qwhich (seys tho Psalmist) we have hoard and know 
and such as our fathers have told us; that we should inate 
hide them from the children of the generations ts uexfle, 
bat to shew the honour of the Lord, his mighty and war 
derful works that ho hath done” (Ps. Ixxviit: 8, 4): Nees 
even this dear abstract is not to be harboured with eal 
a superstitions reverence, as to hinder or eclipse thé funhl 
object of our ambition. +e a0g 
‘When Abraham died, he “ was gathered to his péopilétal 
(Gen. xxv. 8): when Isaac died, he “ was gathered té‘hteb 
people” (Ibid. xxxv. 29): “and when Jacob had: seit 
an end of commanding his sons®, he gathered up his fet! 
into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and “seas gathevedls 
ustto his people” (Ibid. xlix. 33). “Those all: died ixs 
faith” (Heb. xi. 18): so did Noah, and others who prev: 
ceded them in the line of Adam; to whom they were all * 


“ gathered” in succession through the medium of’ then 
std 
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1d. On ‘the -docttine. there: inculcated,,thowgh (sia 9m: 
hypothetical. style; whether we, ought nots to feat: Boa, 
rather than men ? Peres 
+2. On the application of the doctrine to ‘ve fotepited, 
examples; which may furnish fist 
.8. An answer to the question aforesaid.—To begin with 
the first mentioned part. scesiiegn 
I. Although the form of the sentence in mytext ia: 
parely hypothetical, and the word fear is not found init, 
yet to hearken to a person will there signify menrly. the! 
‘ame with fearing him, and positively too, from the maanet: 
and occasion of its employment ; being, as I have shewn,- 
in the way of a threat or denunciation against the epeakess,, 
if they proceeded any farther on a business to which thei 
thought themselves bound in duty and conscience. 
It is not my meaning to dwell with theoretical..prev 
cision on the doctrine of fear: as my teaching regards 
practice, 1 do not wish to pursue any doctrine farther thin 
it may be conducive, if not indispensable, to some prac, 
tical purpose. I shall be excused, therefore, if I do.meti 
stay to define a property or emotion, which you must be, 
well acquainted with already, and which is likewise .too: 
simple almost to admit of a definition: but eoming at! 
once to its division, I observe that the general propesty: 
of fear, however it may be divided in other respects, in: 
religious view is properly divided into two species ; whick 
are derived from its two principal objects, being God-and 
man. For, either of these it is possible to fear; but not 
without fearing at the same time for, or on account of, an. 
object of love. So that, in strictness, the property of fexz, 
and consequently every instance or act of which ‘it ‘is" 
composed, will have or respect two objects, inverse and 
\dverse, dividing it into so many parts, v. g., two; of 
which love will stand first, as it does before all our 
emotions. The subject or somewhat that is feared fromh 
cone object and on account of another, or its image at 
least, is the matter or essence of fear. No one can ever. 
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as we read in the Revelations. For the devil himself 
could hardly be a greater scourge than such a character 
may be to the people under him in his generation—being, 
like the devil on that occasion, the more rife in his wicked 
attempts, “because he knoweth that he hath but a short 
time.” 

11. Considering, in the next place, the principle or 
property of fear, by its inverse objects, we may obserre 
whether it be a whole or a part that we fear for, as, 

1, If we fear for a whole, it will be for God in the first 
instance; not, however, as a final, but as an intermediate 
object ; not lest he should be injured by any one, but lest 
his authority should be slighted or his name dishonoured, 
and others injured thereby. Among men we niust be 
allowed, I think, to fear for ourselves first; as self-pre- 
servation is the first law, not only in nature, but also in 
religion —yet not for ourselves only. 

We should also fear, in the next place, for one another ; 
because we live in a political body as well as in a ma- 
terial, and have the same reason to fear for that as for 
this, if not in an equal degrec—and when one member 
suffers the others suffer with it in a political, as well as 
in a physical respect : there is the same concatenation of 
evils to be dreaded in both cases. A disorder in one part 
of the political body may be so remote from another part, 
indeed, as hardly to be felt by it—like the awful visit- 
ation * which has fallen of late chiefly, but not exclusively, 
upon the lower class of society ; but when a disorder be- 
gins at any point, it is hard to say, where the same may 
end ; it may begin at the foot, and end in the head; or 
begin at the head, and end in the foot. God, who directs 
the issue, only knows what it may be. But whatever 
doubts shall arise concerning our interest in any public 

, there can be none of our duty: and if we ere 
not afraid of being hurt or infected by the sufferings of our 

















* Asiatic Cholera. 
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drop a word of warning in the ear during this delusion, 
one should only seem like one that mocked (Gen. xix. 
14). 

People would do well therefore, before they hearken to 
any temptation, whether of ambition, lust, revenge, or 
any other sort, to pause awhile and consider whence 
the temptation proceeds—whether from a friend or an 
enemy—from God infinitely wise and good, or from the 
enemy who has been foolish enough to ruin himself by 
disobedience, and would be malicious and wicked enough 
to rain mankind in the same manner, if he could; and 
treat the temptation accordingly. 

But we must be satisfied that no evil temptation can 
proceed from God. For, where is it written? in what 
chapter of the Bible are we invited to blaspheme, to dis- 
honour our parents, to murder, to commit adultery, to 
steal, to bear false witness, or any thing of the kind? 
“Let no man say (therefore) when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil ; 
neither tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed.” (Jam. 
i. 18, 14). The evil temptation must proceed from our spi- 
ritual enemy, being urged upon us through the mediuin of 
our own lusts, or deceitful affections. And if weare bound 
to beware of hearkening, i. ¢., to our outward relations, 
how much ought we rather to beware of hearkening to 
these within! 

I repeat, therefore, that as long as we continue in this 
tate, there is no room for security or relax- 
‘lance—our wisest course is always to fear. 
“ Happy is the nan that feareth always: but he that bard. 
encth his heart, shall fall into mischief” (Prov. xxvii 
14), says Solomon. Confidence is madness, when we do 
not know one moment but we may be overtaken with in- 
evitable destruction the next. For how many a man has 
gone forth of his house in the morning without malice, 
little suspecting what may happen, and returned a mur. 
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as out of it there can be no distinction. The useful mem- 
bers were, if 1 may so say, originally the peers of the 
church ; and the useless (for it cannot be denied, that 
there were always such), its commonalty, that which any 
one might call common—and St. Peter as well as any one 
(Acts x. 15). For, when St. John speaks of Jesus Christ 
as the Prince of the kings of the earth and of his people, 
as generally “ kings and priests unto God and his Father? 
(Rev. i. 5, 6), it is of a sclect portion of the church, and 
not generally of the church as it is or ever was. But still, 
if looking into the list of the church, the saints’ calendar, 
1 may call it—for any generation, one should find an in- 
dividual among the brethren who was eminent for some 
useful part, one should be apt to name him accordingly, as 
the brother who excelled in that part; as in my text, e.g, 
we read of the brother whose praise is in the gospel, or 
who shines as an evangelist. 

‘There is no proposition contained in this passage, com 
sequently none to be explained from 
ject thrown out 
attribute: which, with what may be collected or inferred 
from other passages respecting it, is what we are now to 
consider. 

‘This subject, the brother here mentioned, is generally 
undendood to imply a person of great and extensive im- 
portance; a person, whose name has often claimed your 
attention in this place, and to whose pious labours the 
h considers herself so much indebted, as to owe him 
the yearly commemoration of her founders and 

Your imagii 
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to Naint Luke the Evangelist, that faithful and eloquent 
historiun of the kingdom of God; who had as good a title 
jai his own merits and achievements, as any 
hiogeupher that ever favoured the world with an accourit 
of himself; but who chose rather to proclaim that which 
hus done him more credit—the merits and.achievements 
of (ue, to whom the world owes its salvation; and of 
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thereupon to evil cease, we may be assured; with. thet 
geueration, any more than their propensity to:eas;mad 
drink, or any other natural accident. And, therefane, osn- 
sidering farther, how all our youthful passions, end thin 
among the rest, begin to break out at thé critical! pétied 
when people are generally put to their professions, ‘and 
low much encouragement to atheism, is found im-all peo. 
fessions, and with how little restraint from those whothase 
the superintendence of them, of this especiallyj:thert 
aceunding to the proverb, two out of threo are athekstot+ 
havimg such examples before him, grave: exasples! ‘pad 
bays, aunt perhaps otherwise respectable enough inv thes 
selves, bow eam a young physician, or how could St ashe, 
well avid a certain tinge of atheism. ‘For, ithby ‘are 
wwalded to it from their first appearance in che profession, 
they sulwist upon it, as upon their daily food, ‘andtreid 
it, aa it were in their element—and it will: bé,mo- wont, 
uf the physician, as he advances in life—from. his;teqied 
babita leisure for doubting, and a degree of :pértiacisty 
vw Haunt in every profession, shoald be more! and:mant 
seated in the way of thinking to which be is now 
Wevbleal by habit, as welll as by nature and edacation s.till 
st Last the caste becomes so determined, that you might-as 
‘well hope to overtunt a mountain by the roots, as to over 
turn a physician's - perhaps, a beloved physician’s—jiait 
t» deadting, and give him, I will not say, a creed or belief, 
dat, the power to believe. ; 

Considering these suggestions, which I have throws 
oul, not with a view te disparage a useful and Liberal paige 
fesston, but te exhibit a prodigy—considering these sug- 
gestions, I xay, it will not be unreasonable to infer, that 
Nt. Lake, being a physician, was also tinged with a cen 
tain shaw of atheist betore he devoted himself to the sex- 
view of the goxpel. Let any one say, then—any one, 1 
moan, who knows how to appreciate the same, if it mst 
not have been a singular providence, or # prodigy of goad 
fortune to St. Luke, if he lost all, i. e. all his practice as 
ta physician by it, to escape from physic to divinity, from 
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forever to reward his zeal and attention; and his mempect- 
able order is redeemed by his example, from an sspensom 
‘that has been perhaps too liberally bestowed emit. The 
mame of physician ought not to be proverbial for am 
atheist, when one of the order has deserved so highly of 
religion. 

In this example may also be observed, and sheaid mot 
‘be overlooked, the wonderful wisdom and ability of Divine 
Providence, which could so order contraries as to make 
them subservient to the end in view; es a medical preted 
sor e.g., and one of the ordinary professors of’ Atheist 
to become an Evangelist; one of the most oreditable sort 
of examples for a bad cause to become am example amd 
advocate for the truth, and the credit of « contrary pes 
feasion, to be thrown by his means, and os far es they 
have any influence into the scale of Christianity. ! 

It may now be evident, that in duly appreciating the 
character of a learned profession, I have not only beem pes: 
forming an act of justice to the same, but aleo gathering evis 
dence for another to which it seems unfortunately opposett: 
But it will not be doing justice to our individual eubject, 
Bt. Luke, if I do not also add a remark on the peculiar good 
fortune that rescued him from the jaws of infidelity, and 
put him in the way to become an example of living faith, 
and on the worth that could resist and break through the 
trammels of a corrupt education, and the predominance of 
an hostile example in behalf of that faith. 

My first wish, thereforo, for the young physician is, that 
he may fear the Lord, and adom his spiritual as well as 
temporal profession : he will then derive honour from both. 
And being now ongaged rather on the subject of a profes. 
sion, than on a professional subject, I shall take this op- 
portunity of saying, once for all, that the surest sign of a 
genuine character, and the surost road to final satisfaction, 
if not present ruecess in any profeasion, is a steady ad. 
herence to the Christian principles to which you were 
pledged ia your infancy; and which are too sound for 
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“Lev your fight so shine before men, that they may seo 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Ibid. 16). Remember it is your light, amd. mot 
your name, How many candidates in the field of honour 
who are now sunk in eternal oblivion, with all their leunela; 
or learned productions, might have entitled themselvea, 
while they lived, to the grateful recollection of posterity, 
and being “ faithful unto death, received a crown of life? 
(Rev. ii. 10), only by remembering this simple distinction! 
“Therefore, whatsoever ye do in word or. dead, do allini 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and, the 
Father by him” (Col. 17): that, whether he .shalt ibe 
pleased to call us to a new employment here,-or ama, Swe. 
will be newer hereafter, we may be ready to answer whan, 
he calls, as Job says, “Ifa man die, shall he live agaimdi 
All the days of my appointed time will I wait, .tilh.my, 
change come. ‘Thou shalt call, and 1 will anawar theat: 
thou wilt hare a desite to the work of thine hands” (Job; 
aiv. 14,15). rata 














SERMON XIX. 


THE GOOD SAMARITAN; OR, WHO IS MY 
NEIGHBOUR? 


‘¢ Which now of these three thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that 
{fell amoug the thieves ?"—Luke x. 36. 


Jw’ selecting examples on the different relations of the 
Kingdom one is at a loss sometimes, where to find one 
for the purpose; sometimes, which to choose, when more * 
than oné’offer: but it secms as if there was no room either’ 
for thofée or disappointment in sclecting an example i 
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the circumstances of which are after the mimner of: the 
Speaker, few and simple, and laid, without any sppareist 
design ether on the sympathy or admiration of the ease, 
solely with a view to eonviction. : 

‘A man of Samaria is travelling the dangerous voad. et 
leads from Jerusalem to Jerieho: but which:way, we 40 
not read, nor with what escort, nor whether .6n Robeer 
back or on foot—it only appears, that he was 
on the road, and had a beast with him; which, if he-was 
not ridden by the way occasionally, might serve iat: least 
to carry the Samariten’s luggage for him, whatever.it 
might be. Going on thus accommodated, and: with -his 
‘thoughts inclining both backwards and forwards peshaps, 
two ways at once—one to sweet home, and one to where 
‘occasion leads or invites, he shortens his joumey: tewnrdp 
either object apparently at every step—every step: from 
home being « step towards it by the medium of an ‘object, 
and characterised accordingly as a jotmey for :pleabuni, 
1a journey on business, or a journey for ispronement. 
Such, too, is the journey of life; in which some ran. to .b 
medium for folly, and some for improvement, éach ¥d- 
taming fo the dust with bis proper sequisition empoet 
ively. 

"This is no mean solace to the fatigue of travelling, with 
an object, that you scem to be gaining upon it, and:aleo 
upon something beyond, which is better, continually. 
As for those who travel without auy object, or against 
their inclination, they are to be pitied: and so, indeed, 
may they be too, who travel with both sometimes. ‘There 
was one who had just gone over the same ground. wath 
our Samaritan pethaps, or however, had arrived at ithe 
sume spot where he now is: and another had been there, 
and another, and others indeed, all pitiable objects 
and now another, this worthy, good Samaritan, as you 
hall hear, is got so far on his way. 

‘As for the object which this good man had in view 
particularly; it is what we are not made acquainted with, 
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originally both with their respective derivations and each 
other; so it is with the lore of God and our neighbour, 
‘with all their productions or demonstrations on either side 
respectively ; though one tends upward and the other Ia- 
terally or downward. Charity resting chiefly on the love 
of our fellow creatures, as piety does on that of our Cre- 
ator, though Charity is partly rooted in both; respecting 
the Creator as well as the creature, and not being perfect 
or complete without this double respect. For it is natural 
to imitate those whom we love: and then as piety brings 
us to God, so charity assimilates us to the divine image, 
and shews us to be of God. “In this (says St. John) 
the children of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not bis brother” (John I. iii. 10). 
Itis easy to find, by such a test, whether the good or 
evil principle predominates in us, and consequently which 
of them we belong to: for if we rejoice in the happiness 
and welfare of others, then are we God's children; if in 
their sufferings and misfortunes, or rather in their deserving, 
then are we not God's children, but the children of the 
wicked one—of one that delighteth only in mischief. 
And, therefore, charity, or universal and habitual kind- 
ness, may be thought the perfection of righteousness; as 
it also seems to be considered by the venerable St. Peter 
in his recapitulation of the subject: v. g. of “all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
whereby are given unto us excceding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, 
add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to 
knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience; 
and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity” (Pet. 11. 
i 8-7). 
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videnee, whether spare oh will often recomeie tas, 
likowine, ‘to treatment that 
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Nig footstool (I. Ixvi.1), where 

may wo alo admire thy model of a 

sto vt He he her eo 


portunity and habit; since the objects of « 
noods be sclocted from such things ax 

fn our way, and it is impossible for any man 
The has never seen nor heard of, And f 
habit, we are generally most attached to th 
‘with which we are most conversant. As to. 


acquai 


‘Then othve works of the Creator by tums claim ont ne: 
en 

ward; and at length, through his works we come | 

‘the Author, At least, this is the way that 
constituted would attain to perfeer love, (if 
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harmony that strikes us, not the sounds or colours; and in 
a beautiful statue, or well proportioned edifice, it is the 
truth or symmetry, and not the marble or other materials. 
Only take away these properties; and all colours, sounds, 
statues, buildings, are alike to us. But in loving God, our 
affections lie much deeper. ‘They penetrate into the very 
substance of the beloved object; they grow to it; our 
mind mingles with the divine: and thus by love are we 
united to God: who from his infinite perfection, is also 
capable of being beloved more entirely, as well as more 
intimately, than any other object. For other objects have 
their dark, as well as their fair side—their bad, as well as 
their good—their loathsome, as well as their agreeable, 
Properties. But in Him, all is bright and fair—all good 
and amiable, as it is real and permanent. We, therefore, 
may, as indeed we ought to, love him with all our facul- 
ties ; which is another point to be considered. 

2, And here we should remember, that love has just 
been proposed as a determination of the will in some 
particular direction; to which we may now add, that the 
will being once excited, or set in motion, drags every 
thing it can lay hold of along with it, as an offering to its 
object : according to a passage cited on the fore-mentioned 
occasion; it involves in its course the heart, the soul, the 
mind, and the strength of a man—that is, not merely his 
corporeal might, but his power, wealth, interest—in short, 
all his resources. And these are the means, or faculties, to 
be employed in loving any object truly and sincerely. 

“But, what has our strength?” it may be asked, “ Or, 
what have our resources to do with the love of God?” 
‘They may indeed, be employed, as well as our other 
means, on ordinary occasions; but what do they signify 
in this instance ? Are they here of any avail? or can a 
man be serviceable to his Maker? Presumptuous thought! 
‘That an atom—a mere spark, that endureth but the twink- 
ling of an eye, should be able to confer an obligation on 
the infinite and eternal God ! 
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polis. With her, the tattered garb, the squalid look, the 
withered cheek, are amiable, The crooked and the dwarf 
are straight and tall with her; and with her misery is 
merit wherever it be found. 

With pleasure, she attends the rustic to his crowded 
cottage, where industry and want—oh! disgraceful union 
—are yoked together. A house, poor and prolific, like an 
overgrown nursery, of which the seedlings starve each 
other. And in the streets, she frequently will stop to eym- 
pathize with some poor creature; whom an evil destiny 
lias overtaken, and reduced to wretched indigence: who, 
hungry, cold, and bare; ashamed of his fortunes and him- 
self, with downcast eye and head uncovered, expects her 
coming, er dares not hope for Charity; nor even, perhaps, 
for Heaven's eye; but faithless and hopeless, in some 
lonely shed, or sitting on the cold ground, bent and al- 
most broken with the weight of his afflictions, gives him- 
self up to despair, and awaits the last stroke of fate with 
hardened indifference. 

‘To such she gladly brings relief, or if relief should 
come too late; or she not have the means, (for Charity 
herself, is poor sometimes) then, the friendly tribute of a 
tear is freely shed. 

Nor even Vice itself, of all objects the most horrid and 
Gisgusting, can stagger Charity, or shake her affection to 
the human race; but, frequently, she pursues the victim 
of unruly passions, through his midnight haunts. She 
overtakes him in the midst of his lawless enjoyments, and 
with an agonizing heart, thus she bespeaks him—Ob, 
unhappy mortal! why dost thou so shamefully betray 
thyself? Why wilt thou lose the chance that is given 
thee—the only chance that ever can be given thee—of 
rising to the life immortal—to endless joys and never 
fading honours? Ah, wretched man! why wilt thou re- 
nounce so fair a birthright? 

Wide, indeed, is the range of Charity; of her labours, 
her sorrows, and mournful cnjoyments; as ous Saviour 
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‘riitor in the company, and John was’ 
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‘should be of whom he spake” (Ibid, xii. 24), Andagaim, 

“When Jesus foretold to Peter the manner of his; ti/@, 

or ‘he asked him, evidently from’ a motive*of 
yard not of emulation, “Lord, and what hilt 

Je min do?” (Ibid. xcxil 22), meaning John." THe! two. 
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Wuth in the face of any one feeling, that tho God of trath 
hos determined: to- support him ?-Who, if henfelt: this 
to. be-the case, would not say with David, 

on my.side; I will not fear what anan dooth unto! and? 
(Pes.cxviticG).. One should not think anyones. :91/ 

)How-then does it happen, that so many assertorn/ of 
‘hd trnth both are-and have, been in. all) ages more afraid 
sometimes of max than of God? and afraid to 


the truth is not required:at 
once; had it been otherwise, the Jaw andthe: gaspet 
might have.come out together: 1 do mot ask,: therefore, 


iene rat si-vulserey Yikes td a A ATP Ai oven 
pi has oylelonrsereyg marci barntcaiec creat 

the examples that baye just been quoted: onthe 

ee deeper ‘any texts) forthe satisfying of whieh D shall 
now think it worth while to bestow: some reinarke <9 uf 
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se a ah nc mt a 
lex whether we. onglit mot) to 
rathér than aman?) = 9) be ovules be tanons 
~~ On ‘the application, of the) dootrine: 
ccamplen5.vhih may faraish 
wa-vda doves the qucaicn, Mecauh Geeta 
the first mentioned part.» 1 Aan 
Ab Mithough the form of the 
wirely hypothetical, and the word fear i 
yetto hearken to a person will there. signify: meatly, the) 
vame with fearing him, and positively too, from the manmer 
and occasion of its employment; beingyas I have shewby 
inthe way of n threat or denunciation against the speakers: 
ifthey proceeded any further on a business 
thonght themselves bound in daty and. “ 
It is not my meaning to dwell with 
cision om the doctrine of fear: ax my teaching rogues 
practice, Ido not wieh to pursue any doctrine farther tim, 
itanay be conducive, if not indispensable, to some: pra, 
tical porpose, I shall be excused, therefore, if A dosmati 
stay to detine a property or emotion, which yourmust be 
Well acquainted with already, und which ix Tikewite eto 
simple almost to admit of a dofinition: but eotingyat! 
anee to its division, I observe that the genoral:property: 
of fear, however it may be divided in thor respectsy thay 
religious view ix properly divided into two species which: 
een objects, boing God-and: 
sna, For; either of these it i possible to fears bud hom 
withont fearing at the same time for, or on accounted, miki 
OUjoet of love. So that, in strictness, the property of fear) 
amd: consequently every instance or wet of whic ie ik! 
Will have or respect two objects, inverse and 
aidverse, dividing it into so many partes vy gy tWwOR Of 
which love will stund first; as it does before all our 
ethotions. ‘The subject or somewhat that is feared fron 
ding objet and on account of another) or ite imagem! 
Test, is the mattor or exsence of fear Noone ean ever: 
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fewe Witloutosime soele matter; nor fear it oither from: 
ole dhjoct, withont fouring it atthe «ame timé: for eron” 
account of another; and, it may be, for andntersediate: 
prion oi ramsey aay yy PRT. 
2 ans ida selene 
"Secealag and guanl pooper of foory ite oom for 
plete must depend on the character ‘or quality of! 
who fears, And, morally «peaking, 
prech aech loon ihlactneoaene penne cr ottinn 
haw’ a different or peculiar lino of foar both for and trom 
the objects of either respectively, as may be seen by cons) 
sidering what I proposed for the second part of my dis= 
courte; the application of this principle or property af 
fone to'prictice, having for an object to render the sume 
48 quietingand convenient ax it preere cre og ob 
troublesome and deleterions. 
aka fe codeier th jusion ofr ab ell even 


be mor wholesome, nor even moro necessary than it ik to. 
‘aut preservation and existence, whether private or public, 
individaal or corpornte, | Aud if we have ree inet 
harmoften: eotnes by fear, it im very certain, that harm: 


ifa man was utterly without fear, as some are said to have 
‘been, it would not be long before he felt the ill effect. af 
that deficiency in the lox of an cye or «limb, And if a 
num in 


Soroeitys) if 
every other publiealaiaity, would Date eile cons, 
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which.» good. man, may always: rely ony and-anethis ro 
Hiance, arene ‘he Tord is on my sides wilt 
Poco papery unto me” (Ps. exvitici6)oo Ani 


A 

to, wn should first ask ourselves whother tho Lord isa 

gur side;,and to know this, we should wik againy whether 

we are on his—whether we fear God and keep his eam- 

ee for if wo do, we are bis friends, and ho is 
Our Saviour dotormines.—" Ye. are-my srionda 








do. But I will forcwarn you. whom ye shalt 
on Aa herrgontree preees 





“him. that: ho wns. pant reited 
h he were a Son, yot Ieamed he obedience 
yon a eee 20 eet 


om (PETER AND SORRY OR)" 
_youmay well be afraid 

but to the erik: Wile thon 
thea not be afraid of ‘do \that-whieb isguods 


afraid of his employer, instead of eng eet Et 
‘eordial asurance which he ought 10 fet; anid if Mis. eon 
towards the laboutery hie 


‘more roakow have they beth=rand 

to fear God; who is the proper Judge and rewanter ofall; 

‘whose judgement is infallible ax well as irrovetsibbey sed 

who has power not only to kill, but to cast dnito hell, 4s 
‘Tn tho present mixed and imperfect stare bf 'sotbeay, 


be terific, as {have already siguified, Whia /Abexhem 
sejourned in Gerar, he was almost afraid to be there, asi 
‘would over have gone so far as to 43 


‘had not provented it, because he th ' Strcdycthe 
fear of God is not in this place” (Genoxxetlye Bur 
what would Abraham have done, if he had thonghtrAat 


generally 
supposed by Our Saviour, “which feared not God, tvithir 
regarded man?” (Luke xviii. 2). D imagine be would 
‘havo staid in the plains of Mamro, and eaten hislaat 
tots ther before he ventured with bie fimily into seh 
a place, 137 ato ge 
liner there is notin nature so dan geovts' west soba 
Sn society, without the fear of God and régurd for palitie 
“opinion, nor a poison #0 deadly as bis whole cotrversatio’ : 
Cloned is not safe a moment for him j neither ‘cam tlie 
| that wo hold dearest be seoured 
‘Seed Sieninlekcacettiengtn “He Gh ome that newpeets: 


4 L ll 
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neither persons nor eiteumstances +. wheter\ifriend.orifoe, 
itis all one W him; a temple is the same asa tavorn.or 
a stew, and one day the same as another. No matter 
whenyon where, or who may be the suifrer; df there-ds 
any mischief to-be dune, be is the persom that will dot. 
‘He will. murder his own father for the sake of whatvhe 
‘has ; ahd not scruple to seduce the partnar of his dearest 
friend on the first convenient occasion, Your xers,chik> 
dren are not safe in the highways for him, nor the, 
attheir work, He never thinks what a priviloge it ixy to 
‘walk, at'large on this beautiful earth = he respects neither 
‘earth nor heaven ; and there ix nothing so bad that he wild 
not dare to do in the very house of his Maker: For he 
‘has Jost all senso of shame ; “ there is no fear of Goud ibe« 
fore his eyes” (Ps, xxxvi. 1), Amt 
»sThis any: private ‘man may come to, who has once 
tumod his back on the wholesome restraints of religion. 





tunities to. do mischief, whether in the way: of | open. vio- 
lente oF of private seduction: and most eminently se are 
thoré who have been called by divine Providence to order 
vail to tule over others; when, like shepherds tured 
wolvut, they either prey upon the flocks they were or 
‘dained to teed, or, what is ten aA p SI eH 


‘earl at Inge may admire uch eminent 
dfedge:of suerit hiv th’ thinking fowl abot andi: 


coming down frou heaven ‘i. great wrath.” (Rew site 12), 


MA 





Eatentpicfitier, bya sicreonteck abet 
whether it be a whole ora part-that we: 
1, Awe feur for a whole, it will be for God in the fst 







instance; not, however, as a final, but 
object; not lest he should be injured by: 
his authority should be slighted or his mame 
and others injured thereby. Among. 
allowed, I think, to fear for ourselves first 
servation is the first law, not only in 
religion ~ yet not for ourselves only. 
Wo should also foar,in the next place, for: 
because we live in a political body as Well a& i a amme 
terial and havo the same reason to fear fr that ma ft 
this, if not in an equal degree—and when 
sulfa ithe thers eufeneitit dnlagulaiog 


cingeerepeerpemr 

‘evils to be dreaded in both cases, A 

af the political body may be no remote from another part, 

indeed, as hardly to be felt by it—like the 

ation * which has fallen of late chiefly, but not: 

upon the lower class of society; but when 

gins at any point, it is hard to say, where 

end ; it may begin at the foot, and end in the 

Dogin at the head, and end in the foot. Goa, 

the issue, only knows what it may be. 1 

doubts shell arise concerning our interest bl 

calamity, there can be none of our duty: 

tet ev bn ty gn 
~—— 


) a 
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poor: countrymen and follow Christians, (as self-interest, 
even will fall short sometimes in promoting relief) it 
offices us a fairer motive for assisting them; I mean that 
charity which never faileth, which extends to every case, 
and never wants a reason nor inclination for doing good, 
though it often wants the meana. 

We should fear for the success of our employers, and. 
of every operation confided to our hands—for the yuecoxs 
of thoxe who help and depend ‘on as; that they may not 

but 


ungodliness” (fb. xviii. 8) with the certainty of their re= 

compence. And through the wholo of our lives we iy 
litle opportunity to lose or relax our 

hese of either; Sorcwe axe’ ferfally avd wonderfully 


mechanical contrivances, that tho: finest works ‘are. mont 


for those to whom we are any sags ‘The soul it- 


we have need to watch and fear, We should be afimid for 
DD 
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our bodies on account of the many evil accidents to 
they are exposed; and more afraid for our \sonll : 
there that our greatest weakness lies, and. 
midable evils are alxo to be 
thaw dissolution and desith there is 
for our body: “ the worn foods sweetly” where it) lies: 
enveloped in its native dust, and the ‘body does not fod! 
it. Butitis not thus with the sou? thatsmisesrries 
probationary state, under the darkness A 
signed for there the néver dying. worm 
which viewiand folly bred,’ will maw sensibly. |) 

18. To complote the doctrine of thit 
itis necessary for edification, and according to the) Gos 
pel of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, after considering the: 
two principal species of fear, wg tho ‘fear oP God: anal) 
man in relation to their subject, or iw elution to the-pers 
son who fears, we ought not to fe 
which-eonsists in the formidable means of evil, purtidn= 
lly in-those which the Highest Object, our Almighty! 
‘Lord i& plensed to employ in his wrath. Aid to eepiicine: 
this part to: you a little farther, I stould observes thatthe: 
Almighty isa Judge, and not an executioner "Ho has! 
dgcreed certain laws from the foundation oF the worlds for 
tho goodbofhis creatures, and established’ certain pénal-— 
tide for thé! maintenance of thoke awe, with 

uch ‘a drought ‘and pestilence, storin amily 

tompest, lightning and earthquake, but also wicked wien 
nik evil opirits'in abuivdanee’ to wxéeute them: 














‘tele lara thd Sdgo hiinaolf only vot preventing. 

that whin w mandoeswhat is wrong, | palpi 

Without-dny divine interference—it'i# only bythe diving: 

intarférerice''thit he can be screened: from ‘punishment. 

Of the: divine doerees, therefore, we may be poritieely) 

afrainly aldo of thelr executioners in 

mighty but negatively of the Author, Jost he whontd tira? 
Tr 
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don us to thelr operation and. execution, as wo-desdrve: 
And to that first montioned horrible: fear, there world 
havo been no cad, if God had not mercifully provided a 
remedy for us by tho incarnation and suffering of hia‘aily: 
Weguttor Son thiat through Meath he might ddsteoj hii ® 
that liad the power of death; i.e, the deel; and deliver! 
thom, who through ‘fear of death, were all their {ifpstime 
subjcet to bondage” (Heb. ii. 14, 15), and hence, bys 
fearing him! and his decrees, we now have: hopes of dale) 
vation through Christ. For! to. thoso™ who! regard tho» 
powor of his wrath, even thereafter ak a! mam foarethy so" 
is his displeasure” (Ps. xo. 11). The fear of God will 
avert the consequence of ain by] rats ws) in the paths) 
of innocence; while an assurance of pardon through Joss) 
Chiat foe shas past and repudiated, will be. effigaciows te 
the same end, in reatoring ee 
who hed gone mstrayy oF eee tw ve 
‘Tho fear of the Lordalouc!is-our esters _protedtioix: 
both at home and abeond, in-public and in privates: We! 
are tuch beliolden to, the aw for'ite restraints Usolgh! 





palit that pat whichis solpstitlodn him. And where: 
this font is, the, other may, be safely dispensod.wi 


— | 
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those who fear God. ‘Therifore 

‘iat’s declaration before cited, “ Yea in 
‘emt Jill, ot be afta whak man aon denniaiat, 
Jy, 11); Our Saviour tells his disctples whom 
whom not, Tomei Romi 
not afraid of them that kill the body, and. 
no more that they can doz but I will 








whom not, but also gives thom a warning as 

trines “1 will forewarn you,” aays he. But. 

the force of this warning, wo should look to the 

from which it will appear that what Our 

to, and would caution his disciples against, is, 

ing of those extreme casos of suffering and death, 
so muchas the lighter and com 

amon case af reproach. Ty the judemee ated 

wams his disciples not to regard by setting before: 

the worst that men can do even to the temporary 

of fife, For however useful this principle may bo 

‘due bounds and on proper occasions, there is some. 

ger of contracting a habit of dissimulation and 

‘by it, if'carried too far, And Our Saviour's 

hhis disciples begins with this allusion, ax if ho h 

‘it for bis ext. For“ he begun to say to his 

‘of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

Jypocriny. For there is nothing covered, that shi 

berevealed; neither hid, that shall not be known ™ | 


sik 1, 2). 
fceant (Gel ecoenen ten to its 
though David says, “ Tho fear of thee hath 
(Ps exer 16), 1. broken my presumption ; 


“cut ma down,” he ays elsewhere, * My 
rena alae he Tatling (Pe exis. 130). 
‘The expression of ‘ euiting down," ix applied in the 


£.\ a 
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SEC INES STN ST eaenee e 
hypocrites. i 

Tho foe of ie Lid tone of rehab alto 
favour that a man can receive, and a most honourable 
token for the receiver; implying of riches, 
wisdom, courage, greatness, and other excellent gifts. 
Isaiah says, “ The fear of the Lord is hie treanure” (Yan. 
‘XXxiii, 6), ‘Therefore the richest man must be he who 
‘has most of it. And David says, “The fear of the Lord: 
is the beginning (or tho very foundation) of wisdom” (Ps, 
cxi. 10), Consequently the wirest man most be he who: 
fears most. The truest courage is to fowr God, and io 
thing else, according to Our Saviour’s injunction before 
mentioned. A servant of God has no business with pets 
sonal courage—e, o,, it ix faith and fear that sustainn hit 
in all his enterprises. Tis courage is of that exalted spe= 
cies which rests entirely on a sonse of duty; ho dargs to 
do his duty whatever that may be, because he dares not de= 
line it: thus all his Se eeeanerin the fear of 
God, and a reliance on hiv protection—fer the  greatiess: 
of man consists altogether in feeling hiv Tittlenen before 
God. Tn short, * By humility arid the fear of the’ Lord 
(eays Solomon) are riches, honow, and! life” (Prov. 


xall. 4), rye aN ii 

Yet xo foroige is this ‘to our uature, that cain~ 
ceiving the fear of the Tord ik like coming fo one wenses 
after a long . And judging ceonding to 


the axiown of the Basle before eieds 16s" apap 
elena popes he 7 
ny ‘wanly ‘divine utteiButes, 
aeep,’ 


sage 
sie ev rb oy 
ee nae eos 
Se eae aia, 
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tmuUitude i Iie days; may be opplied ax extensively: de! 
otre—inadmuch asa very large: proportion af} ws) leiee 
* said in our hearts, ee 


And incall their rélatioms with other men 


jection to God, are derived from ity ax the drops fess as 
fountain—are cherished by it, as the branches 
raot—are governed by it, av the weason» by the sun The 


fortuney:may govern. 

without the fear of God, and so! preserve hire for ® Uma: 

but sooner or Liter, ho will betray his: grand doficienuyy: 

amid incue the prnishment or contempt he deserves fromty 
superiors—to say nothing ofthe wrath he bas 


dispensetions lean than heir bye law Kor that nan will: 
bea fawning sycophant, as long as there is any thing to, 
be gnimodesa-aturdy ingratey, when there ixnothing to Jones, 
and oventually, perhape, as object of scorn and contempt, 
‘Lhe manywho, dogs not fear Gods is not to, be trusted: 
therefore, in any welapion,o¢ employments, but daseryen ta, 
he an, ontcast spon carth, as ho is an alien in heaven. 1 
Sint i auch, Sa ae 
ay migfortung, that wo cannot help: but before we enter 
into 4 mero relation. wi : 
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he one of this ileseription, or one that fears God, Tike Jon 
— bersgtesite ar Lise es Sec Peter and 
av ci El * 


‘Bed i€ it Dehoves us thus to cxamine. suid consider of 


‘relations, 

tions of the soul!—that wo may be sure whether 

tinetured with the fear of God, and tobe very Cautious of 
indulging’ or confiding in any that ure note ‘Lhoso 
affections which are found subject to the fear of God, muy, 
be considered as free, and consequontly safe to be teusted. 
—those which are not subject to this fear, are captive, 
and paca rim ote 

Ae einiaws) 
Pay affections of rane may Ps regarded aa so many 

counsellors; which the Author of our nature hax placed | 
about it, to advise or dissuade, as circumstances :mayre~\ 
quire, the sovercign soul respecting that course which: 
shall bo inost-adeantagoous for itand its dependencies Sm\ 
the body. But too often, nay most frequently; these, 
counsellors: have been: bsibed: and brought aver|by the! 
enemy of our souls for their rnin. The ambition of a man’ 
©. gs Which ought to be that of glorifying God and pros: 
moting his empire. upon sure trib By shin i> 
taste the: sweetness of power, bt each 

And having! brought over: ppeereaerry 
ax the soul's chief counsellor, he finds wo -difficulty im’ 


ixguating—< the lew of God will 
Hesioott Gio lamveetat and latina hagn-atinar 
‘Thuy the captive soul lugs its'own 


hardly get near it; or if ono should be able by chance, to 
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derer before night, like Lameeh! How many. puce 
hearted aman has been surprised, like David, by a criminal 
lust even in the midst of solitade and meditation! How 
many a self-confident. Christian has, boon neixed. with a 
sudden pasic before some worldly tribunal, and abjured 
his Redeemer, like St. Peter and the rest of the apostles! 
LIL. Now therefore, to satisfy the. question, How is it, 
that ono professing tho faith of Christ, can denys or exe 
besitate to own him? Can it proceed from fear and pos 
lioy 2 or oun it be for want eithur of faith, love, oF sine 
cerity? Peter and John, we Jmow, were. superior. to the 
first, and particularly blessed with the last mentioned 
endowments: yet Peter and Jebn did both of thom deny 
their Master, and deny hian openly, with all their habitnal 
faith, love and sincerity. Why then, L ask, should this 
be permitted? i soak See sas ae 
cere disciple be.exposed to such dire disgmice.,and, 
ropentance?, This is the Lord’s dings and it is nad 


hearts, and. can make any how with bis 
wisely, and in the fear of God; oF foolishly 


the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? haye not 
And tha tis of this explangtion ig t0:tnch ‘us oa only 


fuge, ‘The fear of the Lord inva oat 16 
seein From the snares of death” (Prov, xiv, 265,27). 


Let us individually endeayour to“ work out our 
salvaonwith aa tnd blog (Pic. 12), peo 
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Lo Uhis A may also add, that the Christian imstitation 
was mora eminently what every social establishment, frou 
colony to a manufactory should be: in nomelmensura; at 
first ie, a sphere of effective, and not of registered, ime 
portance. And it would not be the dirt times if Lahould 
now: alvo- observe, that the raeat houour and dignity wos 
originally to bo determined in this institution, not bythe 
highness, but by the subserviency of its members 5 ax da~ 
oreed im another article of the same enactment with tho 
forementioned,! “But he that is grentest among you whall 
We your warvant” (Ibid, 11). aby sayll owt 

‘Tho full operation of our Sayiour's establishment, now 

“become almost innumerable, may be dated from the period 
of his ascension to the Father, and consequent receipt of 
every useful and operative gift for its members; as he 
foresignified, And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all unto me” (John xii, $2), and as the Psalmist 
too foresignified when he said, “Thou art gone up on 
high; thou hast led eaptivity/captive, and received gifts 
for men; yea, even for thine enemies, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them™ (Ps. Lxvilis/18),, Upon which 
St. Paul remarks, as one might upon the rising sun, 
“Now, that he ascended ; what is it, but that he alsode- 
scended first into the lower parts of the carth? He that 
descended is the same also as he that axconded up far 
above all heavens, thathe mightfill all things.’ And he 


auiong Uke dyethedi; whether ax apostles, on prophets, 
evangelists or pastors, or teachers, or in any useful part 5 
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others, his immediate coadjators in that exalted, qpart,. 
He chose to have his praise in the Gospel), and not in, 
tho legend of St. Lukes “according as it is written, He, 
that glorioth, let his glory in the Lord” (Cor, f, 4.81). 

‘As 1 profoss only to consider and uphold the goveral, 
diguity.of well doing, or tho dignity that remlty from the 
faithful discharge of duty in every station, I could not be 
expected to estimate, even if I were able, between the, 
relative merits of the exalted parts or gifts before-meny, 
tioned; but T may venture to estimate between the private 
or professional, and public or official, importance of any. 
our who happens to be endowed from such giftes and.0, 
estimating, I do not hositate to pronounce his praiso.in 
the gospel to be the mast distinguishing feature in the life 
of St. Lukes he is not to be mentioned in his private cha- 
racter; there is no private charactor worth mentioning in, 
‘an evangelical respect, since the birth of Christ, inwhou 
all the private relations of mankind ary centred, and their, 
destinies fulfilled; and consequently with whom. every 
private recital, ouch as we find in the Old Testament fre- 
quently, and such as the New begins with, onght to coany. 
In the private history of Jacob and his family, as well as, 
in that of Jesse and his sons, we have a part of the family: 
history of our Lord, which we should not have in that of 
his followers; therefore the one is interesting, and the 
other not. io Bonen beh el ashe cienesdieaae 
an end” (Like xxii, 7), Sea 

Thong. tho Holy Spitit, by which tha history of hin life 
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tan ea be’ sald of the pilvate histor, 
ota Breil er, ibd LTRS 







aati hee em 
"As sae tors Tate we do not know se ich ae who were! 
Isis father atid mother, nor where he 

riicevedtod: if his skit! haat Boon equal to 

of Hippocrates himself, it is notlikely that'we should yer” 
have heard a word of hit—no not #o uel athe aie” 


os ee i ee 
6 tonsider: ais 


praike” of on Evangeliat, a 
aural aie udlowod to be an arduois 


: himself) of every" 
Init that The widertakes ‘to write ‘about 1.3) yah! 
next the manner in which this fice ; | 
oRaoeua* vid gy yale ty, Slee all | 
T.'To bejtin with the qualification. 
life was naturally calculated to insure’ our Evingelist thie? 
cotiition adviinitages 6f education, and such in aequatntance 
nie ‘tho art ai igh qulfy nie to write am. 
not wanting while for 
che was indebted to 
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is made towards eminence, if only life and opportunity, 


instituted in tho, snedical professions ax axioms do not 

often obtain long enough to become proverbial; without, 
some experience of their correctnons. Now | ceupaieest 

Hogrepliar of heathen worthies has observed, that, 


psa hare sok should think the line. or 
profeadon in, which it is cast, must have no leas, but 
rather more, being like a monld to form, and an element 
to sustain it, Ifa piece of silvor be cust into the mire, it, 
will not be brought out elcan; and the same romark will 
apply in somo, cayes to, professions, which aro associations, 
for gain, a» Solomon applies to associations for pleasure, 
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fortune to-St, Luke, if he lovt ally i. ey all bis 
4 physician by it, to escape from physic to 





prejudice to freedom, from doubting to eonfideneey from 
corporal to spiritual healing. A mind that is, sunk in 


both his mind and soul should. be lost ina state of con- 
tonted destitution, without even a chance of calling mpon 
the name of the Lord—will it be possible for # man to 
stir himself up, and take hold of hisstrength (In. xxviieS), 
St. Luke may not have been suffered to proceed so far as 


instance of grace: but still more his qualification 

for the high which he also owed to the 

Seer ac trctenes nudes sakal teaisty tievunaee 

of the church and the direction of the Holy Ghost, und 

selted tah sinew oad atrey end aight 
‘this appointment, we also 


prtine dn'tm the Gospel”) ho adds, And not that only; 

‘but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with 

wus with this grace, which is administered by a to the 

payee meron omnes 
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Afidhix check on superstition, a» medical seepticism may 

sometimes be considered, and his peculiar ndvantages for 

acquiring éotain’ information before-mentioned. pub 'toe 

otlier were-not enough \to qualify St. Lake for his oilice 
it 
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vealtesiomere-pented-okes/ tap bef tle of smaeeomshoy 
ere, and exnnot help thete-ninboliag (Mari x4), 1s with shane, 


‘umath ie alate oppeu. I omot ponte 
ein wh Re ane wath lathe world about, tat the pro- 
fowianal thuist te woxnaious woprocalis his infidelity —iteannot proces from 
a4 regard for socal order, or individual ‘hat he beatows his Jeinure 
j2 Neither do Think on she other 
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suid ingeauity in terms and muthod, in describing asubs 
ject correctly, and setting it off to the bust advantagey is 
oftin a-primary object; and’ its effect or appearance, tho 

iy 


the different Rvangelistsy wo often’ find’ words without 
meming, or an empty sound: bot neither thaw qualifies 
tion was the primary object with this original, neither ie 
Pith wisigr Fit yen elie 8 
Gospol: but there the beauties of sense and sound are 
united ;*and While the foriner ix mont to bu admired; the 
Writer does Hot appear (0 have been behind any in the 





thene either as the 
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Leame of light. brenking’ gently on thet view, sith, the 
angel of the Lord, und his vory suitable address—then the: 
sudden blaze of glory presented by a.multitnde. ofthe 
beavenly, host und their heavenly agen 
verse says more, and in better style, than | 
before—then. the anxious haste with: reapers Us 
shepherds are striding townnbs Bethlebem, Bethlebesn, on ae magia 
of the vision; lo witiess a sight that has been, so glorigualy 
announced to them,and you will think, he must be defie 
cient in taste. or perception who can read thi passage 
without admiring, and almost adoring t*. (yy 
And if this excellent Kvangelin’s account of the inter 
duction of Messiah upon. bis. earthly. career, caunot.be 
read without emotion, no more can his accomitol ity tery 
mination either: with which, and the opening of anew 
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that one in particular; of whoso:seléction snd poFfornianest 
L have ventured to give an ianperfect idea—St. Luke, she 
Evangelint and Physician... Who. never) snore: tfaly Go- 
served the title last mentioned, than when: ke’tamned bid 


proposeds 
His cxample may safely be adduced for one, in supportof 
aivadmonition that T have hid occasion to deliver dnithis 
placoy and may again perhaps, respecting the honour that 
is eetlectod by the doctrine of Christ on those whoendéa~ 
your to adorm the doctrine, dena 


supposed to confer on, 
Ut will beat’ asserting, ix more ithan compensated bythe 
consideration he has aequired in woeiety: throagt the 
‘merits of that which he had the honour to assert. Ifsby 
Jeuding the sanction of a physician to-our Suviour’s mini 
clowmof oue skilled ia the secrets of 


precenn-reseer Lpererenre es 
fonaing an act of justice to the same, but ¢ erie 
dence for another to which it 


pot him in the way th become an 
and on the worth that could resist afd brea hrowgh ithe 


Aifsnot- present Kaecons 
erence’ to the Christian yrinciplow to which: 
Medged iw your infancy; and schich “are t60: 
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the serpin ofany thon don hecappctinaion of many? 
tao good: > oduhin ad wotren bd 
a exoertenediand of pir oes grenorally acl 

visable to keep to the line or profession in which one-has 
boew educated: and tothe topies which ome haw Lad the 
‘best opportunity of considering, and the matters in-whieke 
‘one has had most-experionce. acct 
St. Luke, which was better than any 

exporience, will occasion m material ieee atroet 
‘Master's: first) ministers every one was ‘called; Jike:St) 
Luke, out of some useful or active employment, perhaps 
as being better prepured for his service than others who 
had béew leading mvuseless'and:inactive liferlAnd this 
may be another motive to steadiness and industry for a ald 
im our respective vocations ; -vv g. to-put ourselves forward 
in our Master's view, and inthe way: of bis itpprobation, 
attestingeour molution to him bya. 

that wemay be the means of much fruit borne fromone 
stock ying he says, “aAbide im -mey and Tin your \Asthe 
branch cainot beat fruit of itself, except it abide’ im the 
ying}. nommore ean ‘pe, except yerabide in mo. Damithe 
ving, ye aro the tranches: He that abideth inmue, and 1 
in him, the eame bringeth forth much fruit. “For wernout 
‘ME W#,CAN (00 NOTING" (John xv. dy 5)e0 oe es og 
Where will be no danger oftindulging avchildish warity, 








whereas our Saviour observes; Neither.do amen Tight-a. 
candlo, and put it under a bushel’ (Matt. vil) it might 
also be saidy “ Neither do amen light & candle, that\it, may 


try and) calling, than, i chiefly and, wlti- 
mately: for Him: who: 
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the wide rolation virtwo, of yfmaee of: pared 
Ia maha pew nin Ds paral othe 
Samaritan,)//And sich i the: et th eae 


ben Bt. sarge asueon “He! stood net Blaise asa 

him, saying, Which is the grent commindinenit’ 
in helant™ (Matt. xxii. 96), or, “ What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” He said unto him, “ What is written 
in the law? how roadest thou?” (Luke x, 25, 26). ‘Thus 
retorting the question upon his adversary; who, if be was a 
Inwyer, hadfound a plain dealing man for once that could 
easily put hin down with, all. bles. Accordingly 
Oa ee digest, and that 
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8. Hence too, it may appear, that charity is more than 
mere bounty or beneficence ; also, how it implies, as be- 
fore said, the righteousness both of the hand and heart, 
and {s not satisfied either with good words, or good gifts, 
without good thoughts; as St. Paul observes in his cele- 
brated description of thie amiable quality (Cor. I. xiii). 
Giving is a mere nothing: “if thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry (not thy purse merely), and satisfy the af- 
flicted soul, (which requires sympathy as well as relief,) 
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be 
as the noon day: and the Lord shall guide thee comtinn- 
ally, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like 
4 spring of water, whose waters fail not” (Is. Iviii. 10, 11). 
Moreover “charity suffereth long, and is kind” (Cor. I. 
xiii. 4); will take a great deal before she resents it; and, 
hence, the soul that errs through gaiety, may sometimes be 
corrected, as well as the sorrowful consoled, by charity. 

Charity “hopeth all things” for the best; and by 
hoping is likely to procure them. For, frequently appear- 
ances are deceitful : but charity can believe against them, 
and has often more cause to glory in her forbearance, 
than knowledge in her discernment. For, “knowledge 
puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (Cor. I. viii. 1). Yet, 
they say, Love is blind—and what of that? Why it 
is one of its loveliest features. There are objects, indeed, 
that charity would avoid if she could see them—she 
would avoid the uncharitable: I do not know any others. 
And still her blindness is not like that of knowledge ; for, 
charity can see beauties, where knowledge would not ex- 
pect them. She can sce, not only in nature more beau- 
ties than the sour atheist, but also, in God's word many 
of passing excellence, to which the atheist and the scep- 
tic are as blind as beetles, Tum which way she will, 
the steps of charity are marked with delight: and what 
the wise man applies to wisdom, applies, if aught, more 








one 

ject, was charity: u 
‘another object with it, if the parable itself docs 
4x piety or the love of God; as our Saviour told 
‘On thew two, i, ¢., on piety and charity, or the 
cand our neighbour, hang all the Jaw and the 
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originally both with their respective derivations and each 
other; so it is with the love of God and our neighbour, 
‘with all their productions or demonstrations on either site 
respectively; though one tends upward and the other las 
terally or downward. Charity resting chiefly on the love 
of our fellow croutures, ax piety does on that of our Cre- 
ator, though Charity is partly roated in both: respecting 
the Cmator as well as the creature, and not being perfect 
‘or complete without this double respect. For it is natural 
to imitate those whom we love: and then as piety brings 
us to God, 80 charity assimilates us to the divine image, 
and shews us to be of God. “In this (says St Joho) 
tho childron of God are manifest, and the children of the 
devil: whosoever docth not righteonsness is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not his brother” (John I. iii. 10). 
It is easy to find, by euch a text, whethor the good ar 
evil principle predominates in us, and eonsequently which 
of them wo belong to: for if we rejoice in the 
and welfare of others, then are we God's children; if'in 
their sulferings and misfortunes, or rather in their 
then are we not God's children, but the children of the 
wicked one—of one that delighteth only in mischief 
And, therefore, charity, or universal and habitual kind- 
ness, may be thought the perfection of righteousness; as 
it also scems to be considered by the venerable St. Peter 
in his recapitulation of the subject: ¥. g. of “all things 
‘that pertain unto Jife and godliness, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath ealled us to glory and virtues 
whereby are given unto us exceeding great and prechous 
promises: that by those ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having excaped the corruption that is inthe 
‘world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, 
ad to your fith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and toy 


Kindness; and to brotherly. kindness, charity" (Pet. TL. 
i.5—7), 
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aT 
cute—the love of God aud of our neighbour; “on these: 
two, ung all the law and the prophets" (Matt, xxii, 40), 
‘Therefore, afler obaerving the gener) agreement of 
charity with its divine original, we may consider some 
particular points of affinity between the two; between 
piety and charity, I mean—one or two of which have been 
already intimated, if mot expressly asserted, as, c.g. the 
Priority and pre-eminence, which they mutually possess, 
over other good properties; 8 fix, at least, that there ix 
none greater than these. ‘To which may be added, 


On these two, Bang all the law and. the prophet 
Whatever the law enjoin, on 
whateyer the advocates. and of the Jaw—the 
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only to the surface. It is some property of their's that 
We rogard, and not tho things themselves. In an harmo- 
nious painting, or piece of music, for example, it is the 
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‘harmony that strikes us, not the sounds or colours; and ix: 
m4 edifice, it is the 


‘Only take ‘these propertics; Sn lanes 
pha heapeleyh feral rt erie 
affections lie much deeper, They penetrate into the very | 
substance of the beloved object; they grow to it; our 

mind mingles with the divine: andibonts ines 


united to God: who from his infinite perfection, ix also 
capable of being beloved more entirely, as well as more 
intimately, than any other object, For other objects have 
their dark, ns well as their fair side—their bad, as well as 
their yood—their loathsome, as well as their agreeable, 
properties, But in Him, all is bright and fair—all good 
and amiable, os it is real and permanent. We, therefore, 
may, as indeed we onght to, love him with all our facul- 
ties; which is another point to be considered. - 
2%, And hore we should remember, that lore hax just 
‘been proposed as a determination of the will in some 
particular direction; to which we napa 
will being once excited, or set in motion, drags every 
thing Ht et lay bold of along witht, an an ofring to i 
according to a pasaage cited on the fore-mentioned: 
occusion; it involves in its course the heart, the soul, the 
mind, and the strength of a man—that ix, not merely his 
corporeal might, but his power, wealth, interestin short, 
all his resources. And these are the means, or faculties, to 
be employed in loving any object truly and sincerely. 
“But, whut has our strongth?” it may be naked, “Or, 
what have our resources to do with the lore of God?” ~ 
‘They may indeed, be employed, as well ax our other 
means, cn ordinary occasions; but what do they signify 
ieui hearse? Aro they here of any avail? or ean a 
“nun be serviceable to his Maker? Presumptuous thought! 
‘That an alom—a mere spark, that endureth but the twink- 
An eye, shold be able to confer an obligation om 
eternal God! 
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No! my brethren, we are not capable of serving him; 
but he coudescends to serve himself by us—supplies us 
with the means, and guides us in the nse of them. Other- 
‘wise, his dispensations had been fruitless—his holy word, 
of no effect—and our love must ever haye remained im- 
perfect. But, by an nnequal distribution of his favours— 
by laying more on some, and Jess on others, than their 
wants require, he opens a way to our love, and enables us 
to love him perfectly, in loving one another, 
dependence of charity on pity, not only shews ita 
derivation, butmay also be quoted as one of its peculiarities 
and what an ample ficld ix here displayed for the exercise 
of a benevolent mind! 

Oh love! love! how boundless are thy walks, and how 
superior is thy energy to that of any other virtne. 
Among the heavenly tribe, thou standest alone, matchlers 
and unrivalled: they would have joined thee with esteem 
and admiration, but thou disdainest their dull company. 
Thou, also, didst renounce thy kindred and thy name, 
descending from above to mingle with mankind, and 
calling thyself thenceforward, Charity. 

And, while esteem and admiration keep at home, or 
only frequent the abodes of extraordinary worth, Charity 
is ever on the wing, She flies from house to house, and 
from one country to another. She visite more climates, 
and carries her benign influence farther than the sun— 
cheering with her presence, the regions of perpetual dark- 
ness, and the gloomy caverns of the eurth, 

For the wretch who pines, and sweats, and shivers, un~ 
der ground, to raive up wealth and consequence for others, 

in the eye of charity as interesting and as dear an ob= 
ject, ax he who hax the most, and makes the noblest axe 
of it, Charity is no respecter of persons or places, but 
thinks the savage and the peasant—the hovel and the 
cottage—the hamlet and the craal, as proper things to 
look on, as the philosophor and the prince—the mansion 
and the palace--the elegant town and powerful metro 
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says, “your sorrow shall bo tumed into joy" (John xvi. 
20). Ewen amidst the horrors of war, in fire and carnage, 
as well as in those milder, or more limited, scenes of dis- 
tress—even in the bloody field, when hostile armies moet, 
and contend with murderous emulation, there is room for 
charity; and equil room for such « guest too, is there in 
the field of confession, when we suffer for our faith and 
our friends; willing also, if we may be allowed, to suffer 
for our enemies; because Christ also suffered for us (who 
wore bis), “leaving ux an example, that we should follow 


parent, 
while he chastises a faulty child, with affectionate seve~ 
rity, aud is rewarded, perbaps, by the prospect of his 
son's amendment. 

“2 This joy-begetting sorrow, or afler-consolation, ix 
anothor eminent tmit in the charncter of charity, and par- 
ticularly reminds ux of the “ Man of sorrows,” by whom it 
is chiefly inenleated, when * He aball seo of the travail of 
his woul, ‘and shall be satisfied " (Is, liii, 11). Indeed, of 
the fooling itself, however contradictory the sane may 
appear, examples occur not infrequently, ¥. g. examples of 
the heartfelt enjoyment of virtuous ‘mingled 
sonse of its object's demerit in somo venial respects; be= 
ing hurt, but not soured nor pollated, by such # sense, 
And, by chance, one might witnons an instance of this 
amiable feeling in some, who soon after were called to 
enjoy thelr love with its object, and no deduction on that 
account, tnt the contrary, in a sphere where love may be 
40 enjoyed. For, notwithstanding one infirmity nor two, 
the tender association of an wnfurtunate object with our 
own image may give oceasion to observe in him, not only 


that we should not otherwise have dreamed of. Thus vir- 
tue prowes its own reward in feeling, and in edification, ~ 
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that shewed mercy on him” (Luke x. 97): the others 
might wish themselves farther, or call upon the rocks and 
mountains to hide them (Rev. vi. 16). 

It is not for man to say, what these may deserve, but 
of the good Samaritan I may be allowed to say, that for 
his part—in the action now considered, he has merited a 
present place among the mediate relations of the king- 
dom: he is mentioned with prophets and patriarchs, and 
even with Jesus himself—according to his mediate or hu- 
man capacity—for this he will mingle most likely with 
the same again hereafter, coming “unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first bom, which are written 
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant” (Heb. xii. 22-24). If any of you 
can think such a society, or only the chance of it, worth 
contending for, I have only one word more to say to him 
on the example of the good Samaritan, “ Go, and do thou 
likewise” (Luke x. 87). 


SERMON XX. 
THE WILES OF SATAN. 


“ Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bi 
Prov. i. 17. 





In the language as well as sentiments of Solomon, we find 
abundant instances of that propriety which we should ex- 
pect from an elegant mind improved by intercourse with 
foreign couatsies, and particularly with one so polite for 
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ae 
we mmrmares: whether for ensuring the success of his 
wiles, or cor preventing the scape of his prey: with a 
vee. 

3. To onabie ay hearers to discover and recollect, ow 
che other lami. cheir proper means of defence : as weil as 
‘oy emm chem with 1 oroper ‘eeling of resentment towards 
ts vinest—she sject of their defence I mean : whom it 
sis ~ethie. mi very desirable annoy as well, by 
sxoeemig “us ‘wies aul releasing his prey. 

. Fre. chen [ am to notice the enemy 
grantees ow Wes, us they are urmed it 
where We cead othe wii 
i. oe wll se 
ae net nuca mike. Aad out of these wiles. I think may 
‘ye cmmie rear ufiemtinm, some specific charges against 
anthwr on ce fi-rent relations of life. in all of 
Ye x ape w +xert dis insidious and banefal in- 
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exposing there- 
as the author 
y this down as the 
“a cor bearts the fear 
in the fear of death. 
sets with the former. and told 
instead of no dying, 
they would Eave detected him at once fora liar as he is 
John viii. 44; and so should we now, if he approached 
us so directly—for a man must needs be a fool before he 
heart, ~ There is no God” ,Ps. xiv. 1', so 
munt be indeed, to make God a liar, If God bas 
Jared the penalty of death against sin, which he has 
(Gon. 1.17); and a man will sin notwithstanding, what 
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their particular callings and professions, even there they 
can be no match for this general deceiver. But frequently 
he will not allow men to exercise a useful calling any 
how ; and if it be not his doing, who is it else that makes 
the wealthy heir so enamoured of idleness? who is it 
that makes the young tradesman, mechanic, or prac- 
titioner fly from an honest, and perhaps lucrative pur- 
suit, to gambling and swindling, the returns of which are 
s0 uncertain? For naturally there is nothing more irk- 
some in employment, than in idleness; nor in quiet, sober 
industry, than in the busy, plodding, and perplexing of- 
forts of a knavish fool. Is it not that this arch Ahithophel 
is trying every method to widen the breach between God 
and man, puffing up ignorant souls with the old deception 
of being able to deceive wiser men than themselves; as 
children, their parents; servants, their masters ; wives, 
their husbands; tradesmen, their customers, and the like. 
This is their way of old. But the old deceivers did not 
pethaps, often make so great a merit of deception as the 
moderns. They were apt to deceive for very trifling con- 
siderations: but they did not take a pride in deceiving. 
this shows the master’s hand; this sort of sporting 
highly characteristic. 

1v. Among the different classes, considered in a civil re- 
lation, the ecclesiastical should not be forgotten. And is 
not this as subject as any other to the mischievous influence 
that we are considering—to the wiles of that old serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world (Rev. xii. 9)? of the Devil and Satan, justly called 
serpent and old, for his venomous and deep deceit? And 
has not he wiles for the shepherd as well as the sheep? 
Has not he such a principle for him as carelessness and 
indifferonce towards both his Master and his flock? Has 
not he a cortain missionary called Lazarus, not the saint- 
ed beggar, but a more opulent person, or at least, one in 
easy circumstances? And is there not another, called Self- 
complacency, that will make a shepherd too fond to ex- 
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(Cor. I. xiii. 7, 8), he would be almost too hard sometimes 
for charity.—And if he cannot corrupt her, nor prevent 
her from doing herself good by good intention, he will 
take care, however, that she shall not do the good she in- 
tends to others if he can help it. 

But itis, 

v1. In a domestic relation that the wiles of this mali 
‘ous monster are chiefly played off: where we find such a 
perverseness of the subjects, and such an opposition to 
their own interests as never could happen naturally, nor 
be brought about by any means short of the advantage 
which this subtle enemy enjoys in the possession of our 
inmost properties. ‘To exemplify this from the beginning 
—observe first, the founder of a family in choosing, when 
he can be brought to choose, for himself an helpmate 
and what choice will his wicked counsellor suggest, but 
low lust, or rapacious avarice? If higher motives how: 
ever, should chance to operate, as doubtless they will 
sometimes, they are none of his suggesting—And how 
can an ingenuous issue be expected to emanate, or the 
rising generation to prosper from such a beginning ?—= 
The same wicked counsellor will take care that it shall 
not, if he can help it: but in infancy, sickness, and 
spoiling; in puberty, illness, and stubbornness ; in man- 
hood, deception, extravagance, and a protracted depend- 
ence on himself with vile ingratitude, is all the enjoy- 
ment that our beguiled patriarch shall have in his family. 
Why should a maid without education, character or con- 
duct please, in preference to one with all these advan- 
tages, or why should gold be weighed against the dignity 
of the sex by a man who only wants it to throw away, or 
to replace what he has thrown away already, if his evil 
genius had not the malice and address to recommend it? 
‘Why should the man’s children thereafter take more liberty 
with him and use him worse than an utter stranger; why, 
in short, should “a man’s focs be they of his own honse- 
hold ” (Matt. x. 36), if the enemy of both him and them 
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and industrious class. It was in a saying to Simon Peter 
that he proposed it: “Simon, Simon, (said he) behold 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he might sift you as 
wheat” (Luke xxii. $1) ; meaning, that as a skilful barn’s- 
man raises the light wheat and chaff before the fan upon 
a casting sieve, that they may be driven forward and dis- 
persed in the world ; so that skilful and industrious enemy, 
the old serpent, docs by our latent defects, He tosses the 
sieve of cunning sophistry from side to side, and shakes it 
before the fan of perdition ; having always chaff’ enough 
in readiness to let fly before the breath of opportunity, or 
light principles enough to keep his malicious projects 
afloat, and trouble all who are concerned in them. Some, 
perchance, may be inclined to smile at this simple allu- 
sion: but they are not aware perhaps, how an ingenious 
sophist only of their own species, could shew them up, 
even their own wise selves, if he chose it, on a convenient 
occasion; much more his master in the art, the inventor of 
sophistry and lies. 

‘One should not choose to have one’s failings exposed in 
this manner to all the world, but if they could be shewn 
in their proper deformity to the owner—he nceds not to 
mind that either. For let him go thereupon to another 
sort of example, being the cxample of one “whose fan is 
in his hand” (Luke iii. 17); and in him he will find an 
operator whose object is not a malicious exhibition of 
our evil properties ; but their removal and dispersion, that 
the good may be more visible and illustrions. 

But, returning to my subject ; I do not think it neces- 
sary to mention other formidable propensities of our com- 
mon enemy, beside those referred to in my text, v. g., his 
infernal craft, and malice; or 1 might notice his savage 
appetite for human victims, as St. Peter describes him in 
this caution to his disciples, “ Be sober; be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, secking whom he may devour” (Pet. I. y. 8). Ido 
not enlarge on the constant and increasing rapacity of the 
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Satan, we may presume, it was with tho same licence, 
as was given in the case of Job, or most likely with 
greater. For in the case of Job, when “the Lord said 
unto Satan, Behold all that he hath is in thy power”——he 
aided, “ Only upon himself put not forth thine hand ” (Job 
i. 19). But it does not appear, that even the life was re- 
served in Adam’s case, as it did mot seem necessary— 
since the man was created in a capacity to defend himeclf 
against any evil beast or spirit, and had no more need of 
a partner or champion than the lion in the forest. But 
Adam’s sympathies were engaged on the side of the 
enemy ; and every one knows the consequence. 

I mention this fatal revolution rather out of time, in 
order to shew the commencement of a new mode of war- 
fare, which necessarily followed: when our species being 
exceedingly weakened by its first defeat, and changed 
froma solitary self-sufficient force, like the royal beast that 
I mentioned, to a gregarious, impotent set of creatures—it 
were an unmerited compliment to say, like sheep; but as 
helpless almost, if not as harmless; God in his mercy, 
was pleased to constitute himself our Shepherd. For now 
the enemy has to ask leave, as he did in attacking Job 
(Job i. 11), or else to elude the vigilance of the watch; no 
any task, particularly in an attack on the fold, For it is 
written, “ Behold he that keepeth Israel, shall neither 
slumber nor sleep” (Ps. exxi. 4); and hence originated 
the new mode of attack to which I alluded. And different 
enough it is from the old; you will seo a wide difference, 
my brethren, no doubt, between the direct attack of one 
party by another, and an attack that must be made in ap- 
preliension of a third party, the most formidable, perhaps, 
of the three. ‘The difference is as if two persons should 
meet bodily on a private quarrel in the first instance, and 
as if a town under the guard of an army or garrison’ was 
assaulted in the other. Such is now the character of our 
enemy’s attacks ; he goes to the fold every time like a 
wolf or a lion behind the shepherd's back, having no 
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it, if there was not One above who had a good eye over 
him, So we read of his entering into Judas surnamed Is- 
cariot, being of the number of the twelve apostles (Luke 
xxii. 3), than which there never was a more sclect con- 
gregation, and making his way in this guise, to the 
Tord’s table, when his Passover was to be celebrated, and 
at the same time, an affectionate leave-taking between the 
Lord and his true apostles; “and truly the Son of man 
govth as it was dotermined (said he): but woe unto that 
man by whom he is betrayed” (Ib. 22). 

av, But why do I talk of what we read, when we may 
sve with our own eyes, instances enough of this devilish 
intrusion by our artful and impudent adversary, both to 
defeat the example and lessen the attendance of worthy 
communicants at the Lord’s table? And if upon dis- 
covering the enemy among them, a congregation should 
break up or divide, as it too often happens—not the se- 
ceders, however honest their intentions, would gain by it, 
but the common enemy—for if twenty-four should happen 
to be joined in communion, and eighteen secede, he 
would be among the cighteen before they had met twice ; 
and should these again divide, and again, he would still 
be among the seceders, as long as there was a man left to 
go off. Every one will agree, that the enemy whom we 
all have to deal with would not be despicable, even if we 
were all united in opposition to him, which we are not; 
and under all circumstances, it would be wise to look 
about us—it would be folly to feel secure. Let us now 
therefore, look after our enemy again: and particularly 
this time with a view to discover and recollect our means 
of defence. 

III. I say, to discover, aswell as to recollect, because such 
means are still a discovery for some, if an old thing to 














others. 

1, Itwas thought by an eminent philosopher of the moral 
sort, who had devoted some attention to the irregularities 
in society, that it would be a boon to mankind, if some 
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be, which aman has once discovered, and it may be, 
long remembered. But the best known and most habi- 
tual operations may slumber in the mind from some cause 
or other, like vegetable principles in the earth; and had 
need to be stirred up afresh on occasion; when they ate 
said tobe recollected. David says, “ My heart is smitten 
down, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my 
bread” (Ps. cii. 4). And others forget to cat their bread too, 
as well as he: you will readily comprehend what bread I 
mean ; “ the living bread which came down from heaven” 
(John vi. 51) ; the incarnate Word and all-sufficient sacri- 
fice; which some are apt to forget, but more for sin than 
for sorrow. The minds of such oblivious professors in 
particular will want stirring up ; as St. Peter tells his dis- 
ciples—“ Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth—Yea, I 
think it meet as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up, by putting you in remembrance” (Pet. II. i. 12, 
18); and then he mentions the very things that I would 
have you chiefly to recollect, v. g., the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the invisible Shepherd (John i. 
10, &c.), with the evidences of his divine commission (Pet. 
IL i. 16, &e). 

And, if you will, my brethren, afer recollecting him, 
and “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ; the Father of 
glory” (Eph. i. 17), who hath “ put all things under his 
fect, and gave him to be the Head over all things to the 
church ; which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth 
all in all” (Ibid. 22, 28), you may recollect the church 
too, as well as the Head, the fold as well as the Shepherd, 
and your eternal interest depending on both. For what said 
our Lord? “ Verily, verily, say unto you, I am the door 
of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves 
and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the 
door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go in and out, and find pasture” (John x. 7, &e.). By 
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lect them either, if he can.help it, This he wiil t: 
prevent by all the means in his power: he will int 
mountains of wealth, to keep the things out of sight: La- 
vish honours, titles, victories; give you any thing in his 
power, and promise ten times more; make all the world 
in love with you, you with all the worst part of it—infus- 
ing doubts at the same time both of the speaker who shall 
presume to mention these things, and of the source of his 
information.—He will keep the Word back from some by 
depriving them of letters and education—from others, by a 
direct prohibition of the Sacred Scriptures; he will get 
heretical teachers to misrepresent it, and ignorant teachers 
to make it ridiculous ; he will sow emulation and discord 
between teachers; and by the odium theologicum or religi- 
ous animosity, to which professors of all denominations 
are unfortunately addicted, induce them all to disgrace the 
‘Word by traducing each other. These are severe charges 
to be added to those which I have already mentioned; 
and such as one should not venture to bring against an 
adversary, who is more formidable in himself, than all the 
powers upon earth, if one did not hope that the Good 
Being would give one a worthy motive to justify one’s 
resolution. “The spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience” (Eph. ii. 2), may not owe one any good will 
for exposing his artifices in this manner ; but rather trouble 
one all that he can for it either by himsclf, or by means 
of his wicked emissaries. 1 hope he will not be suffered 
to retaliate in this caso as he has done in others ; as, e. g., 
in the case of so eminent a teacher as Origen ; one of the 
carly fathers, who was caught by the enemy in his camp, 
and made to pay dear for an attempt of this kind; but 
should he, we still have not au option left—the strife is 
begun, and no room to retreat. 

‘And have we not also—have not you, my brethren, 
as good reason to be incensed with the enemy as he with 
you or me? I trust it will appear that you have, when 
«yo shall Joathe yourselves in your own sight for alll your 
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Icould shew you such a picure! But of this enough ; 
and I trust I have already shewn enough to make him for 
ever odious. Where then can you so aptly bestow your 
resentment, as on this monster, this general enemy of 
mankind? Make up your differences with each other by 
all means. Be reconciled to God as good children—and 
with Him for your friend, and his word for your guide, 
you need not fear exceedingly the Wiles of Satan and the 
virulence of his party, however formidable otherwise. 

Some have still so much of the spirit of their unforta- 
nate ancestor in them that they will venture to meet the 
adversary single handed, trusting in their own strength ; 
because, like the pot-valiant, or bed-ridden, they know 
not their own weakness; but we, feeling “that we have 
no strength in oursclves to help ourselves,” “ will go forth 
in the strength of the Lord God, and will make mention 
of thy righteousness only ” (Ps. Ixxi. 14). 

‘There has been many a failure in the church militant, and 
many a soul forfeited to Satan by the means 1 have men- 
tioned, v. g. by means of a single handed defence and self 
dependence, and for want of people's not only being made 
to recollect more frequently, but also being more taught 
and accustomed betimes, to go forth daily in the strength 
of the Lord God. How many thousands are there, who 
use the name of Jesus daily, without perceiving the health 
and salvation that is in it! how many who will never 
know their own weakness, that “the power of Christ 
may rest upon them!" (Cor. II. xii. 9); who never re- 
yolve in their minds that excellent maxim of St. Paul, 
though they may have heard it many times with their out- 
ward cars, and many times assented to it with their out- 
ward apprehension, “ When I am weak, then am I strong”! 
(Ib. 10). 

These have all something to recollect. Recollect, 
therefore, my brethren, where your strength lies, and how. 
he says, “ Verily, verily, T say unto you, whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you” 
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love. If love can do without law, it is well: if not, for 
the sake of both law and love, the law should be put in 
force against sin. Here is the proper exercise for your 
resentment. Can you behold with patience the enemy 
that has blinded your hearts towards their most adorable 
Object, and stecied your affections towards each other? 
If you have any regard for yourselves, if you have any re- 
gard for your family, your friends, your country, your 
Kind, your fellow creatures, yon cannot help feeling a 
lively indignation against the enemy who plote so vilely, 
and alas! so effectually against the happiness and enjoy- 
ment of all. Can you calmly observe the devastation made 
in every sphere, from your own bosom, to the family cir- 
clo, to a circle of friends, to a beloved country, to fellow 
men and fellow creatures—a breast distracted, a house 
unruly, friends divided, a country verging towards the 
statutes of the heathen, “ whom the Lord cast out from 
before the children of Israel” (Kings II. xvii. 8); men ge- 
nerally miserable in themselves, and a plague to the very 
beasts below them—and all through the operation of this 
foreign monster? Does it not make you wild almost, to 
consider, that beings so highly endowed as mankind, and 
so capable of apprehending what is right, should still be 
“like to horse and mule, which have no understanding, 
whose inouths must be held with bit and bridle” (Ps. 
xxxii, 10), and cannot be kept in any line of duty without 
punishment and restraints, that scem fitter for beasts? 
Can you reflect without horror, that even capital executions 
are often necessary to keep down the prevalence of vice, 
or regrot any sacrifice on your own parts, even to that of a 
right hand (Matt. v. 30), if it may tend to defeat and shame 
the enemy ? 

Would to God I could incite all who hear me against 
sin, and sin only—that I could arm all the world against 
him—that 1 could preach effectually a general crusade 
against sin! And arc we not crossed aheady, my bre- 
thren? Have we not taken the cross with au army of 
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SERMON XXI. 


SAUL AT EN-DOR; OR, THE CONNEXION OF 
GUILT AND SUPERSTITION. 


“And the woman bad a fat calf'in the house ; and she hasted, and killed 
It, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof— 
‘and she brought it before Saul, and before his servants ; and they did eat." 
Sam. I-xxvill. 24, 25. 


‘Tuene is something so rude and simple, so plain and 
homely for the most part in the appearance of religion 
and its ministers, compared with the haughty and im- 
posing train of superstition, that we need not wonder to 
see its importance so much oftener questioned and con- 
temned: particularly as the ill consequences of such con- 
tempt are slower in their progress, and more remote from. 
observation than those of many, if not of most other of- 
fences, whether public or private, 

But the importance of an heavenly object is not to be 
estimated by its carthly circumstances, however humiliating 
they may be: nor the impunity of its aggressors by theirs, 
however prosperous. For neither religion, nor its ministers, 
when generally known for such, can be injured without 
an injury to the state in which it happens, and avery great 
injury to the offender. 

I do not mean that the state is to be cursed, or any one 
in it, for every offence against an ordinary minister of re- 
ligion: though the Lord has said, “ it were better for any 
one that a mill-stone were hanged about his neck, and he 
cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these 
little ones” (Luke xvii. 2). But when the whole order is 
wantonly assailed with some general slight, or indiseri- 
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“ Behold here I am: (said he) witness against me before 
the Lord, and before his anointed; whose ox have 
1 taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom 
have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of 
whose hand have I received any bribe to blind mine 
eyes therewith? and I will restore it you.” He did 
not boast his honesty, but defied reproach. “ And they 
said, ‘Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, 
neither hast thou taken ought of any man’s hand; and he 
said unto them, the Lord is witness against you, and his 
anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found aught 
in my hand? And they answered, he is witness” (Ib. xii. 
3—5). Samuel never ceased to pray for the people, nor to 
teach them the good and the right way as long as it 
pleased God to leave him in the care of them (Ib. 28). 
‘There never was an honester man, nor @ truer priest and 
prophet than Samuel. 

On the other hand, as a king, and as an individual, few 
could rank higher than Saul ; till his Maker thought fit to 
prove him. Indeed, he who made us all by his pre-deter- 
minate counsel, and fashioned us in the womb, cannot 
but know every man’s worth even before he is called into 
existence, and what materials go to his composition. For 
his own purpose therefore, he can have no occasion to 
prove us: but for the satisfaction of those who are wit- 
nesses of his conduct in heaven or in earth, he has or- 
dained ways enough to shew what we are, and evince the 
justice of his dispensations towards the children of men: 
of which the commonest and most decided perhaps, is 
the test of adversity. For then being left to our own 
strength, like infants trusted for a moment out of the 
hands of their nurse, it soon appears, what practice he has 
given ux; what nerves he has endowed us withal, and how 
far we are able to stand in his sight, At that important 
crisis, if our courage be real, our understanding aright, 
and our faith sincere, we need not fear the test; if it. be 
otherwise, we shall fail as Saul did. 
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commandment, because “he feared the people, and obeyed 
their voice ” (Sam. I. xv. 24). 

His ill-advised adjuration in the affair of Michmash, 
by which the tide of victory was arrested, as “ the battle 
passed over to Beth-aven ” (Ib. xiv. 28), and its gallant 
author Jonathan, his own son, brought into danger of the 
curse, shewed a very light consideration of sacred uses; 
and well might the young hero observe thereupon, “My 
Father hath troubled the land” (Ibid. 29): for any ruler 
who can make light even of the temporal powers entrusted 
to him, is likely enough to do this; much more any one, 
who happening to have a supreme authority in spirituals, 
should so misemploy it. 

‘We do not find, as I said before, that Saul behaved 
much amiss in matters purely temporal: but in govern- 
‘ment, and in such particularly as the government of Israel, 
there could not be many matters of that kind. The 
grossest oversight in Saul’s government consisted in the 
most beastly exhibition of spiritual despotism that ever 
occurred in the united kingdom of Israel and Judah ; being 
what we must call the execution, but in fact, a massacre 
of that blameless priest Ahimelech and his large family by 
the hands of a wretched Edomite, Saul’s own master- 
cow-keeper. For hereby he taught his soldiers, footmen 
as they are called, to disobey him in the first place ; and 
well he did not teach them worse ; while in the next place, 
he effectually threw all the powerful interest of the priest. 
hood into David's hands at one stroke. 

When I say, it was well that Saul did not teach his 
soldiers something worse than disobedience; I mean, to 
murder the innocent. For “the servants of the king 
would not putforth theirhand, tofall upon the priests of the 
Lord; and the king said unto Doeg, Turn thou, and. fall 
upon the priests, and Doeg, the Edomite, turned, and 
he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore 
and five persons that did wear a linen ephod. And Neb, 
the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the 
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serves only to point the shaft of adversity, and make it 
rankle deeper in his distracted breast. For to complete 
his misery, so unhappy a revolution had taken place in 
that quarter as was enough to destroy its peace entirely, 
without the concurrence of any external affliction. “ The 
spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord troubled him” 

But first we sce him humbled before the prophet whose 
faithful revelation he had so imprudently despised, and 
endeavouring to repair his fault by the most abject conces- 
sion. “Ihave sinued ” (said he), “for I have transgressed 
the commandment of the Lord and thy words; because 
I feared the people and obeyed their voice—now, there- 
fore, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may 
worship the Lord (Sam. I. xv. 24,25); which is much such a 
motive for connivance as old offenders are apt to hold oat 
at present. ‘ Honour me now, I pray thee, (said he) before 
the elders of my people, and before Israel; and turn again 
with me, that I may torship the Lord thy God (Ibid. 
80). Thus he is made to depend on the priest he had 
slighted for that very popularity to which his esteem had 
been sacrificed. “ So Samuel turned again after Saul, and 
Saul worshipped the Lord” (Ibid. 31). But how it must 
have wrung his heart to lose the presence of a friend who 
Joved him to the last, though he was not allowed to shew 
it after this decisive occurrence ; when he went one way, 
and Samuel another. “And Samuel came no more to 
see Saul, until the day of his death ; nevertheless, Samuel 
mourned for Saul; and the Lord repented that he had 
made Saul hing over Israel” (Ibid. 35). 

You may suppose, it was on the Lord's repenting 
of his favour to Saul, (as it is said, humanly speak- 
ing) that he withdrew his blessed Spirit entirely from 
him, and that an evil spirit from the Lord began to 
trouble him. For his passions appear to have taken 
from that period a deeper shade of malignity than was 
natural to them —envy, rage, and disappointed ambition 
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strance at once so respectful and energetic—“ Where- 
fore, (said he) doth my lord thus pursue after his ser- 
vant? For what have I done, or what evil is in mine 
hand?—Now therefore, I pray thee, let my Lord the 
king hear the words of his servant. If the Lord hath 
stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: but 
if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the 
Lord ; for they have driven me out this day from abiding in 
the inheritance of the Lord, saying, Go serve other gods. 
Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before 
the face of the Lord : for the king of Israel is come out to 
seek a flea, as when onc doth hunt a partridge in the 
mountains” (Sam. 1. xxvi. 18—20), 

I say, it is painful to behold a great monarch acting so 
unworthily.—But the most unworthy action of his life 
and the most unfavourable predicament in which I shall 
think proper to view him, is that in which he appears a 
client instead of a persecutor—where he truckles to the 
infernal crew, that he had justly denounced—breaks all 
measures with the power he had so imprudently offended 
—and does what in him lies to cancel the little respect 
that he had ever shewn it. 

Furnished with a present—something more perhaps 
than the fourth part of a shekel of silver this time as a 
crossing for the hand (Sam. I. ix. 8), he repairs to En-dor; 
where my text deseribes him cating the fatted calf 
with a woman who had a familiar spirit—a vile hag, 
who subsisted by her commerce with the devil — and 
ahouse-calf; onc brought up, if not bora in the house. 
—Perhaps she had no other calf to offer—unhallowed 
repast!—How is the majesty of Israel eclipsed at this 
moment !—Observe him seated at the greasy board—mark 
well the countenances of his attendants, blushing at ones 
for their master and themselves—Imagine, if you can, 
the hypocritical civility of his foul hostess, so different 
from Samuel's plain dealing—What means that filthy 
cauldron, these bones, and leaves, and shreds, and. fea- 
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11.i. 24;. and as we have chserved, was buh im his 
public aud private capacity rather a pleasant character, 
when the evil spirit did not rouble his repose—when a 
man takes to many moving circumstances united into his 
cmsideration, be will own, that the whole is not 10 be 
often paralleled in history for its singular sadness. 

[tin boped, there may be no crime in commiserating the 
fate of such a king a» Sanl, though seemingly stricken of 
the Lord. And I am mistaken, if in the regret of David 
and those who were with him, we have not a truer ex- 
ample of the way in which a sovereign’s miscarriage 
should be felt by men of all parties, than in that savage 
exultation which has since been witnessed on different 
occasions; and if, while we acknowledge the justice of 
his punishment, we might not regard the fate of the indi- 
vidual with unfeigned concern, as we should feel for the 
mincarriage of father or a friend—“ Tell it not in Gath, 
publish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncir- 
cumcised triumph.—Ye mountains of Gilboa ; let there be 
uo dew, neither rain upon you, nor fields of offerings: for 
there the shicld of the mighty is vilely cast away, the 
shickl of Saul, as though he had not been anointed with 
1. From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword 
of Saul retumed not empty.—Saul and Jonathan were 
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they 
were not divided” (Ib, 20, &e.). 

11, E have gone with this unfortunate life rather beyond 
(in my text, to giveamore comprehen- 
wat the xt hich having considered politi- 
cally, 1 shall now re-consider in some points more spirit- 
ually : and that not only for your edification in this higher 
department of knowledge, but also for the sake of a more 
ayatematic practice in relation to the same. It will not 
be expected of course, that U should take this opportunity 
af dilatuyg on the secrets of the spiritual department, and 
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11, Secondly ; it may be worth while to notice here the 
identity of a spirit passing as aforesaid, from one person 
to another: as from Esau to Jacob ; from Saul to David; 
from Elijah to Elisha first; then on to John Baptist 
(Mark ix. 18), and then on again perhaps to others —but 
above all, the identity of the Holy Spirit of God passing 
from him to his ever blessed Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and from him again to-his church in every direction. 
Which spirit or spirits being common to all who partake 
of them, are never impaired but rather strengthened by 
communication ; and must be carefully distinguished from 
the proper spirit of any subject or subjects to whom they 
may be extended ; as the proper spirit of Jacob, of David, 
of Elias, of John, of Jesus, and others. 

This distinction may seom rather minute to some ; but 
others will find it of consequence, as tending to exone- 
rate Christianity from that absurd doctrine of the metem- 
ptychosis or transmigration, not of a common spirit 
merely, but of a proper, from one man to another, or to 
any thing else. And, what seems of still greater conse- 
quence, some may be able to comprehend by means of 
this distinction, how, without destroying the identity of 
his private person, “ God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself” (Cor. II. v.19). ‘The present dis- 
tinction therefore, is not unimportant. I wish it were 
more generally understood and observed: as probably a 
great doal of superstition, and also of unfounded oppo- 
sition to the truth, might thus be prevented. 

But the most edifying part, when one considers the 
fal severity of this dispensation is, to consider likewise, 
how we may help incurring it ourselves, and drawing 
those who are dear to us into the same predicament. ‘The 
surest way is that of cherishing in our bosoms a constant 
respect for religion, and encouraging its ascendancy, which 
is so important to the well-being of states and individuals, 
in opposition to those hostile principles which were the 
ruin of Saul, and of those who fell at the same time, by his 
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On the other hand, this king, as a man, may be exemp 
to private characters, and likewise to other kings for 
ditual kindness and amenity. Other kings have been 
amples of other virtues, and as great examples as an 
ourselves as well as to their equals. We are not to imi 
the great at all events, only because they are great: 
what should hinder a poor man from imitating such k 
as David, Solomon, Asa, Hezekiah, and Saul too 
their private virtues ?—And why do I talk of King D: 
and others, as royal examples to private life; when Ch 
tians generally, if they live according to their profess 
and endeavour to make others live s0, ruling their 
dren and their own houses well (Tim. I. iii. 12), are 
kings and priests unto God through Christ our G 
Melchisedech? (Rev. i, 6); as St. Peter also intima 
“ But ye are a chosen generation, (says he) a royal pri 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye she 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out! 
darkness into his marvellons light™ (Pet. I. ii. 9). 

You have the same word to direct you ax Saul 
and by a later and more perfect dispensation : you hh 
also the world without yon and doubts within, to tet 
you from the Word--look well, therefore, to yourseh 
thren - yon may not be the Christian heroes that 1 
take yourselves for: you may be no more worthy of 
cross, than Saul was of the seeptre-—Perhaps some of 1 

-¢ proved as much already ; and all are sure to be tri 
Lot the fite of Saul, be, therefore, a warning to all of 
my Irethren Yes; Tsay, to all ef us—you will say, § 
Saul among the prophets” (Sam, 1. x. 11) then?” Si 
pose he ix, and more than one? * Let him that thinketh 
standeth, take heed lest he fall” (Cor. 1.x. 12). The 8 
rit of the Lord and a spirit from the Lord are two thin 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is peace the peace of God, whi 
passeth all understanding” (Phil. iv. 7); while a spirit fi 
the Lord may be trouble, ¢. ¢.; and trouble in every sha 
to those who deserve it, more especially in the shape 
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changed his profligacy for a steady course of piety ; but if 
you should ever hear of one being profligate and pious at 
the same time, say profligate and superstitious—for that 
is the natural course; and were I so disposed, I could 
show you how naturally guilt runs into superstition, after 
it has overshot the way of repentance: Icould also show you, 
how incurable a case superstition so contracted will pre- 
sent; but I rather advise you to take care, how you 
throw yourselves in the way of either by doubting or 
infidelity. 

‘There is one sort of doubting in particular that I would 
seriously caution you against, as it is more than infidelity, 
and cannot be described by a lighter term than atheism 
which is doubting the evidence that God has given of his 
Son Jesus Christ.—“ He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the witness in himself; he that believeth not God, 
hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son” (John I. v. 10). For to make 
God a liar is to deny his being; since to be God, he must 
be true; to be a liar, no God. 

Another sort of doubting I would caution you against, 
though it does not amount to atheism; which is that of 
doubting or distrusting God's providence; and seems to 
be more particularly exemplified in the fate that has 
just been deseribed—because it is highly injurious to God, 
‘and equally noxious to those who suffer themselves to 
be troubled with it. 

We know not how we are proved—no, not one 
of us, any more than Saul did, nor the day of our 
probation.—It is often overcast in the evening.—A litle 
more faith and a little more patience would be the salva- 
tion of thousands who are tormented with doubts or 
stretched on the rack of adversity —* Be patient, there- 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, For although 
thou sayest, Thou shalt not see him, yet judgment is before 
him; therefore trust thou in him."—“Trust in the Lord wit 
all thine heart ; and lean not to thine own understanding. 
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“Thou hast not lied unto men, bat unto God.” 
Acu v. 4 


Trcan scarcely be needful to remind my hearers of the 
occasion of this censure, which was pronounced by St. 
Peter, in the name of the apostles, on a poor, misguided 
wretch of the name of Ananias~ not St. Paul's Ananias, 
the “ whited wall,” as he styles him ; who presided at his 
trial in Jerusalem and ordered him to be smitten on the 
mouth (Acts xxiii. 2); “but a certain man,” i. e, some ob- 
acure individual. The poor creature being a half Mam- 
monite, had ventured into a tempting situation for one of 
his tum; and the consequence was a terrible misde- 
meanour, followed by such a chastisement as it is painfal 
to think on, particularly as it affected the man’s wife ; 
who, however she might be disposed, tre should think 
more excusable, as acting under his authority. But the 
Lord knew perhaps, that the offence came here, as at 
first, by the woman’s suggestion. For the Lord seeth 
not as man sceth (Sam. I. xvi. 7); neither were the modes 
of justice in Isracl exactly as they are in Christendom, 
not in the Church then as they are now: in the infancy 
of an establishment greater examples of severity are often 
required, than after it begins to work. The man and his wife 
were both of them struck dead for the lie alluded to (Acts v. 
10, 11), and thereby gave rise to an imprecation that 
some of you may have shuddered, as I have myself, to 
hear uttered most heedlessly sometimes, as it is always 








* On the occasion of a new mayoralty, and consequently preached on 
veerk-day. 
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phet Isaiah ; where God says in his own person as before, 
“Thave swom by myself, the word is gone out of my 
math in rightesiscess, and shall not return, That unto 
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear” (Isai- 
ah. 3. 

2 And then for examples I may cite, 1, that of God 
himself in the verse just repeated; not to mention the 
covenant that he made with Abraham, and the oath that 
he sware unto Isaac, and appointed the same unto Jacob 
for a law. and to Israel for an everlasting testament (Ps. 
cr. 9,10). Or if 2,2 human example should be thought 
more pertinent, there is the example of Abraham swearing 
himself, and making others swear (Gen. xxi. 24; xxiv. 2, 
3);; of Inaac swearing to Abimelech (Ibid. xxvi. $1); of 
Jacob swearing by the fear of his father Isaac (Ibid. xxxi. 
53}. And if examples hesides those of Abrabam, Isaac 
and Jacob where required, they might be found in some of 
the most memorable of their posterity: asin David swear- 
ing to Jonathan (Sam. 1. xx. 17); and to Saal (Ib. xxiv. 22); 
Solomon against Adonijah (Kings I. ii. 23): with others 
of the same kind—while 8, for,examples of adjuration, 
which are rather more to our purpose, we have several 
in the passages and persons before cited, with others in 
abundance; of which some are very remarkable, as that 
of Ezra swearing the chief priests and Levites and all 
Israel to put away their strange wives (Ezra x. 8, &e.); 
and Nehemiah making some of them swear by God, that 
they would not allow their sons or daughters to inter- 
anarry with people of that sort (Neh. xiii. 25).—And at the 
same time, 4, there are not wanting evidences of the prac- 
tice being considered rather a duty, and even meritorious 
under the old dispensation ; ase. g. If thou wilt re- 
tum, O Israel, saith the Lord, return unto me: and if thou 
wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then 
shalt thou not remove—and thou shalt swear, The Lord 
liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness” (Jer. 
iv. 1,2). ‘Then for 
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side, For a more attentive consideration will shew, that 
the prohibition is not concerning a practice like that in 
stion, v. g., the practice of swearing on a lawful requi- 
sition, nor yet altogether that of swearing between man 
and man on any reasonable occasion, as for a confirmation 
of the truth between parties; but of swearing, or rather 
vowing unto God, So that what our Saviour meant to pro- 
hibit was clearly a vain, presumptuous, and gratuitous 
self-obligation by vow or oath to the God of truth: and 
such prohibition was in my poor opinion a very great im- 
provement on the Jewish practice of vowing and making 
presents to One who has so little occasion for either.—It 
seems indeed, a natural consequence, or rather a part, of 
the abolition of legal sacrifices ; and to stand on the same 
ground of an all-sufficient offering and sacrifice in the 
person of our Lord Jesus Christ.—For what boon, it may 
be asked, what keepsake, or what kind presont, could a 
man propose if he would, to propitiate his Almighty 
‘Judge beyond the Lamb which he provided for himself? 
Should a man vow all that he had, it would be trifling in 
comparison: should he vow an eye or limb, should he 
vow his whole body, his life or virginity, it would signify 
nothing—Neither would it signify about the terms of a 
man’s oath or vow: should he swear by heaven, or by 
earth, by Jerusalem, or by his own head, or ang other 
person's in such a case, it would be immaterial : for if the 
maiter of an oath be illegal or unevangelical, the mode 
cannot change its character. 

The authority of the Gospel, therefore, is decidedly 
against gratuitous oaths like those before mentioned and re- 
ferred to, placing them on a footing with circumcision and 
the observance of meats and days for people in general : 
but with respect to a solemn oath for the confirmation of the 
truth, particularly at the requisition of the magistrate, the 
gospel not only docs not forbid it, but furnishes, as I have 
shewn, sufficient authorities in its favour both by example 
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vouring, with God’s assistance, to speak the whole truth, 
and nothing else in evidence, when properly called there- 
to: and, instead of fearing the consequence, he may hope 
to benefit by his veracity in the end; having like a 
genuine disciple of Christ no interest against the truth. 

Here then lies our greatest latitude for swearing or for 
any thing like it; our licence extends to forensic and of- 
ficial swearing, according to our creed ; but not to vowing, 
nor yet to any sort of common and habitual swearing in 
conversation, whether for obligation, or ornament.—Our 
Saviour says, “ Let your communication (i. e., conversa- 
tion, or social idiom), be yea, yea; nay, nay.—For what- 
soever is more than this (v. g., in common or sucial con- 
-versation) cometh of evil” (Matt. r. 37).—And, whatever 
may be the pretext, there can be no doubt, that every 
thing like a private oath or private adjuration, asseve- 
ration, and declaration beyond yea and nay is unchristian, 
derogatory to our profession, and tending to bring in 
barbarism, not to say profaneness and irreligion. 

‘Now, such being our authority for the general use of 
an oath, its use on particular occasions must be deter- 
mined by expedience; and this concurring with the 

anctions of the law and the gospel, as before signified, 
what is generally lawful and evangelical will be generally 
expedicut or the contrary, as I am next to prove. 

(2) For having now gone through the doctrine of true 
swearing, and shewn how far it may be both lawful and 
‘evangelical, and consequently expedient; I have still to 
shew, that however this may be, on no occasion whatevercan 
it beeither lawful, evangelical, or expedient, to swear false. 

I. Swearing false is “lying unto God"—be the occasion 
or object what it may ; whether, 1, to bind ourselves ; or, 
2, to bind other people. 

1, And I undertake to prove that in either case this prac- 
tice is not lawful, in the first place, not agreeable to the law 
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proper to bea judge among gods or spirits (Ps. Ixxxii. 1). 
Him it would not be an easy matter to cheat ; neither is 
there any dispensing power for the effect of a rash oath 
but in Him: and it is not credible that He will ever allow 
any debt or forfeiture incurred before Him to go unpaid, 
though deriving as we do all our wealth from Him, we 
can never have the means of paying any the smallest debt 
without Ilis assistance, 

Whatever therefore, may be the consequence of a rash 
imprecation, its cause is certainly in the vice and igno- 
rance of those who cither practise the same, or encourage 
its practice. But we are now considering anthorities 
rather than causes and consequences; and especially to 
shew that the practice is not lawful: whereon I might 
produce a multitude of passages from the Old Testament, 
if we had not one that is quite sufficient with the sanction 
of the new: it is the commandment in Exodus, “Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain” 
(Exod. xx. 7); which we find repeated with a confirma- 
tion and improvement in that positive and well-known, 
though little regarded commandment of our Saviour’s, be- 
fore alluded to, “ Again ye have heard it hath been said 
by them of old tine, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths (or vows, as be- 
fore explained): but I say unto you, Swear not at all” 
(Matt, v ). Make no vows whatever, and if you do 
not make any, of course you cannot break any. 

11 is not to be supposed that you mean to swear false 
when you do it to bind yourselves; but you see that your 
in this case, is not lawful, whether it be false or 














2, Neither in it lawful, in the next place, to swear false 
when the object ix to blind other people, whether you do 
it with a fraudulent design or not. You may think to 
Viind wthers for some base or fraudulent purpose that 
you have in contemplation, perhaps, and swearing false 
appears to he the readiest way of doing it, since oaths 
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may be lawful which are not expedient (Cor. L. vi. 12}; 
but I believe it would be hard to mention one that may 
be expedient, and not lawful. Because I honour the 
Deity myself; and have that opinion of his consistency 
as to think, that nothing can tum to our good which be 
forbids. Therefore, to my mind, this point is proved al- 
ready—yet in answer to some, who clearly do not “ bo- 
nour the Deity,” from the little deference they pay to his 
laws, I shall now attempt to prove it on such common 
principles, a8 may be adimitted even by an atheist. For 
however wonderful it may secm, there are atheists in the 
world, Many an atheist who will not own—and many & 
‘one who does not perceive it 

Every man is an atheist, in practice at least, who con- 
siders merely the expedience of things, without any 
thought of the divine commands. And he may be more 
than an atheist: for if, at the same time, he consults 
merely his own pleasure and convenience, without any 
regard to the convenience of others, he is then not only 
an atheist, but an anarchist and a misanthrope too: he 
spurs alike at the social compact, and the wholesome re- 
straints of religion —he is a libertine in the fullest sense. 

v 1 is in no danger of swearing false with a view 
to bind himself, For his view is—not to be bound at all, 
if he can help it: we may, therefore, drop that part of 
the argument. But swear false he will, and most pro- 
fuscly too, whenever he sees fit, with a view to blind other 
people. And this is what he would not do cither, if he 
Imew what he was about—not because it is not lawful, 
however, for that is what he does not mind; nor because 
itis not evangelical, for that he docs not mind—but be- 
cause it is not expedient, for that he minds, and because 
it will not answer his purpose —especially when he is not 
called upon to swear at all. It is really like volunteering 
one’s services to the wicked one, when with Ananias, 
‘one rushes into the presence of Gud unasked, unsum- 
moned, and lics unto him of one’s own free will und mo- 
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ing’ bis private resolves, and establishing bint in the right! 
way than the most ingenious swearing’ that was’ ever’ de: 
vised—more than swearing by the gold of the temple, 
more than swearing by the once wealthy shrine of Lo- 
retto; more than ‘swearing separately) by! every’ titular 
saint im the popish calendar; which is all very absurd in 
iteelf, Ret pet ethane Must 
quontly incompatible with the evangelical state, \ 
‘nt, In the noxt place; it is repmgnant to” is beret) 
of gruce-and truth, and conseqnently incompatible with! 
the crungelical state to swear false and blind other people. 
‘This needs Wo demonstrition—itis self-evident, For why’ 
should those who live’ in the day, endeavour to blind: 
other people?) For the sake of concealment?) But to 
conceal - what?—their actions? ‘Then their actions ars’ 
riot evanigelical—Or theirproperty? But why conceal their 
propérty—for fear of losing it? ‘Phen their property is 
not Urangelical. “ For T ain persuaded, that neither death 
nor life, ‘nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, not 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, rior depth; 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate ui fren 
the love of God whieh in in Cliriet Jesus our Lani” (Rone 
viii. 38, 30) : and that is evangelical property. ae 
Christians, to wwear false! Tenn hardly think of a 
beater incongruity. By the gospel we emerge from dirk: 
neéss to Tight (Pet 1. ii, 9). The darkness is past, and 
the trae light now shineth™ (John I. ii. §)- ‘Thorefore 
while all is clear and Bright dround us, should we cover 
Ourselves with thie clonide of eqfroeation and perjury? T 
think wo should not. It is repugmint to the light we 
boast, and incompatible with” our oly vocation oF the 
Wesel sti rth A. DMP Bh ae 
“aL a igo inky at wing 
falso either to blind ourselves'dr to'blind other people, 5a 
Hot evangéii, any more than it ix lavefal, 1 shall, in 
‘the ‘thin anid last fing that taba ace ov 
expediént cither: St. Paul intimates; thint many Urine 































of this impious and 
involve numbers in the 
if T may so call him, is * 
against the day of wrath, and rorelation of t 
judgement of God ;—who will render to 
‘orig to his leeds?” (Romi 3,6). At may appear te 
‘ome an innocent matter, which I so $Y 
But T would ask them, if it be not equally inno 
‘wear false upon the bible or in any other manner w 
as to appear at the altar what ee are not, 
unto God with tho type of that body which was br 
for us in our mouths?” For no man traly | 
Christ can hesitate on commemorating his death and pas 
sion occasionally in the same communion and the 
same faith, whother it be to qualify or not. And s 
mo further ask) can the poor and illiterate 
Salient ete ae 
gravity and importance make so light of this solemn insti 
tation, what can they think of the matter? or what con 
clusion can they draw from \t, but that solemn institmtions: 
are all farces, and that it is lawful for a man to say and 
swear what he likes, or whatever suits his convenience? 
‘Thus a stumbling block is effectually laid in 0 
the blind—and thus the magistrate, whose peculiar pro~ 
vinee it seems, “ to execute justice and to maintain trath,” is 
found to co-operate with the enemy of juatice and truth in 
them both, highly unbecoming exaxaple. 
Lashed God seh that such examples should & 
multiplied among us for the time to come, however, 
may have boon in times past.“ For the titne past of ear 
life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the § 4 
(Pet. I. iv. 3). For the time to come; 1 hope we ; 
conduct ourselves like Christians, ‘And I pray to | 
that he would vouchsafe to visit both the 
the people as of other places, 40 likewise of this. 
ally with his fuvour and assistance; that they 
ially unite in premsing bis gor, ent haere 




























considering. 

‘And when we consider this point as cut off fror 
fate with which it was connected, we include u 
circumstances of course ; there being mo post, 
ments, alterations, or adjournments in the order « 
‘What is there marked for one day cannot be put 
the next; it will come with the day for which itis 
if ever that day comes, ornot at all, whether it be 
or evil. For as the Preacher observes, “there i- 
thing @ season, and a time to every purpose 1: 
heaven ” (Eccles. iii. 1). 

This being premised, brethren, I have now 
you of a certain day. I do not mean a certain 
‘ome particularly flagrant offence was commi 
not mean that fatal day, when either of yo: 
fallen altogether from God ; I donot mean the 
judgment, when the secrets of all hearts shall 1. 
but I mean a certain day between falling « 
ment, which should be the day of a sinner'- 
day of redemption, the day of salvation, the 
It is such a day as the Psalmist means, w" 
“To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden no 
(Ps. xc. 8).—and as our Saviour meant; v 
held the city (of Jerusalem) and wept ove: 
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ward that which ix spiritual” (Cor, I. xv, 46), Tf a sine 
ner can reach the end of his proflicacy before he dies, 
and then tum about and come back again to the harm- 
lessness and simplicity of childhood, he will be likely to 
do well—he has striven to good purposo ; that he may 
enter in at the strait gate into the city, and there be re- 
coived with rejoicing and triumph, and the shout of angels. 
But if he does not live to return—if he is arrested by the 
cold hand of death in the midst of his outward career, 
and cut off from the land of the living before he has 
run to his appointed mark, it will be all over with him— 
there 4 no running in the grave (Eccles. ix. 10). 

‘This may be enough, to observe at present on the 
nature of that strength, whether spiritual or corporeal, 
which is given us for our journey to abetter place, and to 
shew how one life glides into the other, whon the process 
is not fatally interrupted by death, Haw often this fatal 
interruption may happen, it is impossible for any man to 
say—God only knows it. Bat as the fruits of the spirit 
begin to shew themselves in different mbjects at different 
seasons, it is fairly to be presumed, that many never live 
to display them merely for want of bodily health or strength. 
So much for that subject, ¥. g., for the subject of strength 
—the next to be considered, is the subject of days—for 

—You must still be curious Hf not anxious most 
likely, to learn, if you have not learned already, what that 
point may be on which such a stress was lately laid, v. 
as of greater moment than either the first o the last of a 
man’s days upon earth; and that is to be deduced from 
the second clause of the text, “he shortened my days "— 
meaning judicially. For it 8 the sinner in effect that 














ioner may be said to shorten his days. And how thin 
clause happens to denote tho interesting point before 
signified is, by referring the term “shortencd™ to some 
day or days that ix taken away, and not to a man's days 
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fare, it affords me some consolation to reflect, that his 
failings, whatever they were, had not the aggravation of 
guilty fe, or wealth ill-gained und worse employed 5 
that he had not in short, lis complement of worldly great- 
ness, to sink him deeper in the abyss af tormont, 

‘The deceased was a youth, who certainly did not enjoy 
any eminent degree cither of wealth or fame; neither does 
it appear, that he had any chance of enjoying then; and 
whether he so much as desired it, can only be known to. 
his acquaintance; for I never saw the young man’s face, 
that T know of. Indeed, it is very little that I know of 
him, more than his wotimely end: but what T do know, 
it will naturally be expected that I should repeat on an 
‘occasion like the present. 

Nearly within sight of this sacred spot then, and of 
course not unknown to my hearers, there lies a hill, of no 
great eminence, and only moderate extent, but of great 
‘interest to the rural philosopher and tasteful spectator. 
For it seems as if nature and art had conspired to render 
this situation one of the most delightful—nature, by the 
variety she has bestowed on it, and art, by cultivating 
every nook on a small scale, and tuming every oppor- 
tunity to the greatest advantage. ‘The country hereappears 
in some places like « cluster of gardens; where the neces- 
sities of one clase are effectually met by the industry of 
another—it is a gurden of gardens, and would be a perfect 
paradise, if it had only the innocence. But report—partial, 
malevolent report, would make it a Trachonitis rather. 

‘To read the exaggerated accounts that have lately been 
spread respecting this quarter, a stranger would hardly 
suppose that there was an honest man left to tum the 
ground in it; but he had need only take these aceoutits 
in his hand, and compare them with the face of the coun- 
try, to be convinced of their falschood, ‘That there may 
be crimes and ontrages of one sort or another occurring: 
in this quarter continually, 1 am willing to admit; and in 
all this wicked world, where shall we find so populous a 
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any one. 1 aro Joath to condemn, the 
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‘mene Me Sear Db Pee ani simi not to plead or 
mame. Acier ay vay _ not aiimmmshed thee conti- 
wendy rem ie wa Wf em ar zeilicin, “rising up 
cmny mot woentimy” Se i DR. + Rm the mamifesu- 
pum af me Spurs > geen neers mmr 1p prof with” 
Come Load 5. mnt gon ow a sock times and im sah 
Forges we mee et anew ie yurqwer for which it 
= pee Yer aims eme numbered, Ehe vor 
ders moe mt Be reer ae ie ie ther they should 
mene, Became x 34 me put wr Siem. mi 21 10 create— 
wo deni wk melee, ami we wa meme + My spirit 
sia we aden acer wk me” Gen 3. ‘How 
femur sal [he watt ree bow ime sia | safer 
Mam xei. 7 TSE the dire of grace 3 peoned apd adeoni- 
‘ems exhumed sm vam? Rememiner 125s ome xed beware! 
Buz what mammer ef amewer michc be civem wo the si 
wert appeal by bis Almicher Jndge om suck am occasion 
ms than of grace yeeveneed by juvemie inducretion, we 
mary ccilect fran the Gnetrine that has just heen advanced. 
1 shal omy cdwerve. that the siumer is ow gowe to his 
: ws te adm! imacnatice. iadeed, that 
az Seme 1s Sei! ary more scceling answer ie him thin 
Be ark mas recived fom Atrabem under sceilar cir- 
esmcmes Lake xvi 28) or any that im might not be 
pascdl to repeat For ~ God is mo respecter of persons ~ 
tAce x. 34. He will make alowance he adverse cir- 
comeance api unaroidalie deficiencies in coe class as 
weit as i= anther. bat further thim that. a poor man shoald 
mea think to be excused if be squanders, abuses, of with- 
boids fom tbe public his strength and ingenuity, any 
mmce than the rich man, when he squanders, abuses, or 
withbolis his wealth—strength and ingenuity being as 
much the pow man's wealth as money and land are the 
‘wealth of the rich, and to be accounted for accordingly. 
V think it my duty to say thus much, though I say it with 
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oppo comrtioonte aml br lis Semnfel judgments, which hap- 

eae oe mre: “So teack us to num- 
Vasant: pe, ant re, 


mgexpply our hegrts-unto wisdom” 
(PX. Bi, devegh Jedas Citist our Lord. _ 











